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PREFATORY NOTE. ~ 

HAT I have named ' The Letter-Book of Sir 
John Ek'ot ' forms a fine (blank) interleaved 
foUo volume preserved at Port Eliot. It makes 
one of the Series arranged and bound under 
the supervision of FoRSTER. On a fly-leaf there is pasted 
on a h'tde oval piece of red morocco, bearing the initials 
J a. (Sir) John Eliot— though how the initials should have ' 
been thus placed does not appear—- and beneath a firagmenr 
of the back-lettering of the MS. thus-« , ,. .. . .; , 'f. 
. " - : L[et]tcr[s] -*^;&^ '/''^'^ 

-■•'^-■'■r -.: . •••• [or /.; ':::^";:^*^ -^ 

[Sir] John, '-.-*' ' - *. 

■•-■■•/." -^ ■-•...• Eliot • :.- •:-.^'. ;; ^ ••-.v^'^^; 

'■■ ' :'' ' ' ' 1628 '-^:'\^'' ■-; •''-.■" 

- In so far as Sir John Euot*s own letteis are concerned, ^ 
they are his own copies, evidently written on separate sheets 
either before or after the letten themselves, as sent. One 
little circumstance makes me conclude that in the present . 
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volume we have only portions of the original coUection, : /' 
^;.\. viz.^^ that tiie first letter of Sir Oliver Luke (page 1 1) is "": ]'^; 
rv ::; -paged (4.i)*V-^^^ succession to it, the Ictteis are : . ^. 

paged (i3)'ta*(22),r''-:Then'in succession to them, come .. ; 
_ . r ^ pages i-'to: ii/with 8 and 9 irregularis placed. Tliereafter ^; ' 
fls-^-^^^^x^;. the- pagination,, though on a whole regular, is intermixed,. ,:^ i 
^r^: -and numbered (35)* to (49), and then intermixed more than.^ v ■'. 
i^^^\^ cver> iandVso; onwanL. The explanation, seems to h&^^J^ \ 
y^^^ ^%r- that Forster took the origfnal MSS. to pieces, and arnmged /^■ -/7 
■■{^^^ij' hastily, and not very inteUigently, according to what he H 
\ took to be 'the chronology. As explained in the places,. .!~ 
several documents are also irregularly inserted. The entire \ '.[ 
I volume as it now stands is paged (in pencil) firom i to 213 .. 
V folios (not pages^ as taking in only one side of the leaO. ,r> :f- v 
'^ ; : Forster has prefixed this memorandum :—*' In consult- -^"i.". 
fi ing this Correspondence, the Reader will always keep in "l.;;^; 
y' - mind, that the year begins invariably on the a5th of March y^^-'";} 
^. ^,froni the lat of January to the 24th of March in each year, . 
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y^^s^^i^i-^J^^^®*^*^' "**^ oMm^ belonging, as^.the men of Eliot's olj>-^^*^ 
^>^:.^^time countal, to the year preceding^ v'Thus the. 1st of t"^^^ "^" 
■r^f^?^^^:^':^Januairy-,\i626, in this volume, meaiis what we 

tf^^i^^i- For myself I fed (almost) proud 
" ^*^''' been enaJjled not only for tbefint tinu to print the great ^l 



should is; -f:^v:mfei 




^"^A-^rTv^. - treatise. Z)# Jun Maustatis, but likewise to furnish this ••:/ ^ 
^':^^V-^r;> I-€tter*Eook in integrity. It is a very much more weighty. rV^^i' 
!^!\^C'; and intcT^ting addition to the former thaii antidpatetL' .;;' J 
■/^j^I '^y;'. rThe Letters of Sir John Eliot himself over and over bring -?.^^^ 
■:"^--^.^'-r ^u lump into the throat and fiery tears into the eyes,, espe- - U^ r % 
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cially those to his Sons and towards the dose. Than these, 
for tranquil, God-upheld tubmissiveness and meekness, I ' 
know nothing comparable with them in our language. On- 
- the other hand, the wrong done so great and good a man 
in the accompanying meanness and shrewish venomousness . 
of the King's personal oversight of his imprisonment, would 
be incredible, but for the puhetic records and witness of 
these old Letters, Many of the Letters to Sir John Eliot . 
here given, present some of his (historical) contemporaries 
in most fiivourable h'ghts. The Hampden and G^renvil^ 
Luke and Godfrey letters, will abundantly reward reading 
and re-reading. They all testify to the hold the illustrious 
Prisoner had from first to last of the heads and hearts of 
the foremost men of his age. 

I have thought it well to reproduce in fac-simile (j) the 
fiimous (or infamous) Questions of Heath (facing title- 
page of this vol.), and (b) the autographs of all the leading 
Letter-Writers— most not before done. Also (c) the dose . 
of Eliot's Itft letter. . ^- 

. ALSXANDta B. GXMART. " . 
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NOTE. 



: See InTRODUCTzoN to the present vohimes (V. and VI. of the 
Seriei), piefixed to VoL I., for tccount of the MS* Tolume from 
whence the whole of this CoRRESPOifDiNCi has been drawn. To 
each Icttca^-^^whererex nceded--bricf explanations or Qlnstradoni haYt 







A^ 



>'j'- ■-■■•- -■■■;:--.-»>■•■. 



«-^; 



rTinifizftdliv 



Goo 








THE LETTER-BOOK OF SIR 
JOHN ELIOT. 






*-■<■ 










I. Sir John Eliot to the Lord Bishop of Exstsr. 



(Endorsed ' 24th October 1625. 
Exod.*) 



To mj Lo. Bp. of 




^UR fint letter it to the thea {i^^i^ bishop of Exeter 
(Dr. Valentine dry), — the immedjau predecessor of 
the moie fiinous Hall,— formerly Dean of St. Paul*f { 
he was appointed Bp. of Exeter in i6si. The letter 
is dated from <Cuttenbeake* (i^. Cndenbeak), which 
was a manor long held on lease hf the fanuly under the Bp. of 
Exeter, whose country seat had formeiiy been there. In a mansioa 
afterwards occnpied as a jointure-hoiise by die Eliots. ''Eliot,**. 
sajt Foster, ^ was on the kindJiest terms with both [Gary and Hall], 
for both were wise and moderate men{ and the present seems not to 
have been the only instance in which Caiy had assisted him to make 
pn^ier as well as popular prorision for the spiritoal wants of those 
around him** (L 463). I have been unable to discover after con- 
siderable research, whether or no good 'Mr, Paige* was appointed 
to the humble ' living.* Most probably he was^ and so Eliot and 
his parishioners alike relieved of the 'fear* of "having to listen to 
' any other than pure doctrine \ attached to the church by bonds 
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whidi hxft not yet been rudely broken ) and ready with inch zeal 

aod senrio^ roluntarify to raise her poorer stipends [lo] as to maku 

. theia nM>o wortl^ the acceptance of a scholar** (ih. 465). zy , 

^■•/Mt La'/'^^'V'^-"'--^' -^ -:'•.-•• *^ ' ' ■'•■''' .'y\-'- 

. ^ ^- as I have heertofore made manie triaOs of y Blvot, I 
am againe^ encourag'd by those effects, wherein I have beene 
fbrmerlie soe much y debtor, to entreat -f flutheranc & 
help to the bearer Mr. Paige, & in him, to me, & the rest 
of m7 parish'hers, who, vpon the hope, Sc knowledge of ~ 
hb goodness, & suffidencie, desire to settle him heer . 
amongst vs, as our Minister in the roome of Mr. Dix, 
now placet elswher, and willing at our instanc to leave this 
cure to him. the stipend belonging to it is small, & not 
worthie of a schollier or able to maintaine him w^out helps, 
w^ have heertofore beene added bysomeperticulars,'and I 
beleeve, wilbe stiU to a man of their affection & choise. • 
The nomination, I thinke, is properlie in the Deane & 
Caxmons of Windsor; the Admission wholie in y ho^i ' 
the recommendation indifferent* to all; wherein, as I . 
know nothing more powerful], nothing I conceave more / 
fitt, than y Lq^ breath to move it, that the whole worke :* 
male bearethe character of y' £ivor. the lastdection was V 
soe guided bjr y' predecessor, & w^ his letters, the nomi* y 
nation being obtained from the House, a recommendation 
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' ^ ^ now/ written and erased. .j .' r'"l 

• •« imSvidualt, as we should say, annotates Forster, but query 

other perquisites f -,, 

f a* without prejudice. •- . / ■' \l i- - .'• 
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came to me in the behalf of the man preftrrd ; vpon w^ 

I endeavored* as I shall in all y' LoP* commands, to give 

satitftction of my service. Tlie like furtheranc I desire 

f Lo^ wilbe pleasM to affoord nowt in writing a few 

words for ^ this bearer to the Deane, to draw from him ^ 

the nomination^ & Letters to their fiinner of die impro« 

priation heer, for^ paiment of the stipend vnto him* I 

doubt not but his abilities will render him to your iudg^ 

ment fitt, & his carriage secure me of that fear which/ I 

openM to y' Lo^ of some othera» wherin I shalbe happie 

of so good a prevention, & esteeme it a spedall honor to ^ 

, be effected by y' means. I am sorie j* Lo^ has neighbord • 

w* soe manie dangers, ic that the poore cott^e w^ I 

tenderd to y' vse, was not fitt to receave you. I should 

have beene glad of the opportimttie of some neemess to 

rf Lo^, wher my attendanc mi^t have had a safe 

recourse. I have not beene wantinge in desires, nor ever 

shall in readiness to appeer ic bee/ w^ now onlie my 

wishes haue supplied : but as ther is occasion or command, 

I shall ahvaies be exprest ;'':,:-.• * . '/ 

:\ : ::, ; ...Y' LoP« most affccrionat* Servant .'. •. 

■"^■'^■•"•. ■•''';.* '■■.•■-^'/ -"• :' J.ELI0T.'' '' 

,i.Ctittenbeakes4* ,•;.: v'V / ..,/ -''[\ 

;/ :- Octobfiti^ss. *^/' '^. / rr' i;''^'"^^ 



•j-.\ * 'them/ written and lerased. *< the/ nine. 

• Tbit ftcntenct * I hare . . . bee,* semi-ermsed. 
f." * 'affectionate* tame. ^ ' ^ : , .-:' 
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2. Sm RoBBRt Hhath *for -the Kino/ ok the 
. . ':, ; Impeachment OF Buckingham. ,. "> 

. . .; ', (Fac-simile prefixed to title*page of this volume*} . • ^.. ; 

Very great it the contrast between the subject of the fint Letter - 
and the next to succession. In the former we are among the 
home-scenes and lowlj parishioners of Cudenbeak, in this at a bound ' 
we are ushered into the centre of stupendous events. The ^Re- -^* • 

.monstrance* of die Commons, wherebj it was petitioned for '' the -- ' 
ftmo^ of that great person the Duke of Buckingham from access ; 
to the King,** in a few days would be in the hands of the people^ ; 

/'It would tell them why the King so rudely had again disnissed 
their representative^ ^'^^ would learn from it all about the im* ; ' 
peachment of the duke, the grave charges preferred against him, and \ 
how the inquiry demanded into their truth or falsehood had been , 
quashed by an abrujpt' dissolution. On the fiice of it there was an .' :' 
ill look) and uncontradicted it might have evil consequence. Might T. 
It not be well, some one seems to have whispered to the King, to r .. 
make a show of mt screening the favourite, and of saving this dlt* -V^: 

. solution from the slander of having been a mere device to save him f ' ^ ■'■ 

••-The suggestion was caught at eageiiy; and some remarkabfe unpub^'r'''^^ 
lished papers at Port EUot reveal what followed. On the morning .;^? 
of Saturday the tjth of June, the day but one after the dissolutbn, ^ 
Eliot, Digges, Hobby, Lake, Erie, Wandesforde, Herbert, Whitby, . T 
Sherland, Pym, Glanvile, and Selden, the secret committee of twelve-. . 

. to vrhom had been referred the final charges ia the impeachment [of V'^j 
Buckingham], received an urgent note from his majesty's attorney- •'^!^ 
general** (L 577*S). The present letter holds so momentous a h£i- '/'. 
torical place not only in the lifie of Sir John Eliot but of England, '^ 
that' I have deemed it expedient to furnish (<tf n^a) a careful fac-. ^-^i 
simile of it See answer of Eliot in next; '.''V^\:' ;' •-A^^' 

Gentlemen his Ma*** hath given me speciall com- ; * 
mandm* from his owne mouth that I should signifie his ^ ,' 
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pleafure vnto 7*; that ye (hould not goe out of towne 
till ye have first ^ beene w^ me & given me fome 
inftnictions in a bufinefs conceminge his lervice. & that 
ye may not * mifconter the errand or conceave it to be 
other then it is I lett ye know thus much that I shall not 
deteyne y* long. & for your better difpatch I wishe 
ye* would agree to come all togeather vnto me to my 
chamber in the Inner Temple, on muneday mominge l^* 
feven a docke; when I shall acquaint y* w^ his Ma^*^ 
further pleafure I 

Y^ verie lo« frindc 
; :' Ro: Heath*. 
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3* Sir jfoHN Eliot 'for thx Twblvb' in answer 
TO Sir Robert Heath* 

^ : '^^ )- (On twTw of Heath's letter.) 

•< On lesfing Headi^t chambers the rest had referred it to Eliot to 
word the dedtion which be doubtless had inost earnestly counselled.** . 
• •••*' Out of parliament we hare no knowledge of the business we 
transacted there, and to anj questions inrolring our conduct therein, 
we have no answer to make to yovu That in substance was £liot*t 
answer to the requirement of the King, It was die rule from which 
he ncTcr s we r ved, and for which, when the majority of those who 
with him now signed the letter had deserted it, he laid down hit 
liber^ and life,** (Forster, as before, L 579.) 

. • •■•*•."•'• ■ '• • . 

Sr wheras this morning when we attended 7* vpon a 
command^ fix>m his Ma^ signified bj y* self ]r* gaue vs ih- 
timadon of a purpose in his Ma*^ to have a proceeding in 
the Starchamber against the D. of Buckingham vpon such 
matters as he stood latelie charged w*^ in Pariam*, tc to that 
end required to be instructed what proofes we had to mayn- 
tajne the several! charges pFferred firom the Comons & the 
Lords against the said D. Wee according to j' advise 
have constderd thereof together & entreat y* to take know* 
ledg that what soever was done bjr vs in that business viraa 
done by the command of the house of Commons ic by 
their directions some proofes were delivered to the Lords 
w^ the charges but what other proofii the house would 
have used, according to the libertie^ reserved to* themselves 
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either for the majntenanc of their diarg^ or vpon their 
replies we neither know, nor can vndertake to informe. 



""^5-:. 

**".»*^ 






4* Q?B3n0NS FOR 'THB KiNO' BY Sot ROBSRT 

Hbath, and Sot John Euot's Answeabjl 

(Endorsed 'cirtaym passages tu^ji JP» Attnmrf vpon f 
ind off pt part.*) 

^. The King refused to take tbe answer, and ordered Eliot, on tht 
following dajy to be specially examined apart from die rest{ but 
^Mr. Attomey^s questions and Sir John Eliot*s answeare/* also 
pr e s e i - v ed among the MSS. at Port Eliot, yielded no better satisfae* 
tiofu He was pressed closely on the point of witnesses and his own^ 
bdief in regard to proofs \ but he gave only the one reply, diversely 
shaped but in substance unTsrying. -** I had. therein no other inte* 
rest or employment but as by the gencnd command, and for the 
serrice d the house in dio late dissolved parliament,** ^ I retained, 
but for that service, no other nse or memorie.** '*! have some 
general notiona, but not sudi particular knowledge as I can conceava 
.to bt any way usefnH unto yon*** *^ Mj first knowledge and intelU* 
gcnce hapningt la pailiaflMnt, af^ discharge of mine owns par* 
ticohtf duties to tbe house I remitted to that againe wbolie the 
memorie and ooosideratioa thereoC'' (Fortttr, L 5S0.} The Bio* 
grapher continues t— ** Baffled thus completely in that which would 
have given some show of authority to the artifice proposed. Charier 
had no alternative but to order an information in the star chamber 
to be supported by proo6 of his own. To this sham proceeding the : 
duke put in a sham answer ; some witnesses weie put through a sham 
eiamination as to the potion and plaister in the old King*s illness t 
and then the thing dropped out of sight. Not so the impotent rage 
of Charles. Bristol was sent to the Tower | Arundd was pbcei 
vndcr restraiat in his own house ; a counter-declaration was issued to 
It. . C 
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the remonstrance | the counter-dedantion Ruling to find attention, 
' the remonstrance was ordered to be bitrnt \ and the unhappf King 
- proceeded to try the effect of those ' new counsds * whidi he and 

hb serrants had so often threatened ** {ibid.)* 

1- * c' r Mr. Attumeyes questions. ' • • vv? 

. I. In the charge V^ was deliverd by the Comons 
house to ye LL« in the last parliam^ dissolved the 15^ of 
June against the Duke of Buckingham w^ did consist of 
many perticulars^ whoe were produced or ofFerdas witnesses 
to prove the severall parts of that charge to your knowledge 
or best remembrance? deliver the names of them, aa 
allsoe what other proofe was oflerd to any of those perticu- 
lars, to the end that I may send for those witnesses^ or 
send for those other proofes for my better instructions. 
/ 2. Whether doe you your selfe of your owne knowledge * 
knowe any thinge w^ may be vsefiill vnto mee as you be^ 
letve in provinge any part of those charges & to w*^ of; 
thenu . "-.... ., ' • .... -■• ^ . '• .'...- ^ V ^ •./■•,'^l- '•>■ 



•^'■-'^.V 



: ./ S' John Eliot's answeare* 

M^Attuhniv ^ 

. flfbr the charge exhibited against the D. of Buck* 
ingham to the LL. by the Comons in the late dissolved 
parliam' or for any parts thereof; what profes or witnesses 
were produc^t or offerd to maintaine the same, besides 
such as were mentioned in the sayd charge, or delivered to 
those gentlemen, whoe were employd in the openinge of 
; die severall parts thereof before the LL., I doe not remem* 
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ber and of thote I onlie hauesome general! notions but not 
such perdcular knowledges as I can conceave to be anj wajr 
vseftiU nito jou for the proving^ of the sajd Charge^ or 
any part thereo£ for as in the deliveringe of the sayd 
charge to the LL. any labor was not vsed vpon any of die 
perticular parts of the charge nor had I therein at any 
odier tim^ other interest or imployment, but as by the 
genendl Comnumd & for die service of the house, & at 
such times only as the parts diereof were in present agita* 
don, soe of things hapininge soe diversUe both in time & 
* order I retaynd noe 'other vse or memorie but for the pre* 
sent service, keeping therof neither bookes nor papers^ 
wherein my first knowledge & intellig^ces hapeninge in 
' parliam^ after discharge of mine owne perdcular dudes to 
. the house I remitted to diat againe whoUe the memorie & 
considefa6&n thereof. 









- \ 



5* Snt OLirxa Luki to Sa John Eliot (1628/9).. 

Sir John £fioc IS dofwa at Port Eliot Oaeof hit '< Poor tttunch - 
firicndt,** Sir Oliver Luke, writes to tend him *newt* that were in 
tbeair "titti Pleaniret of Hope that melted iato Pleatoret of Imsi-^. 
ginadoa. (See Portter (at before) Book x. 331-36.) Lnke^t hand* 
writing it Tillainout, and only to be guetted at in certain woidt^ 

' NoUe freend^ if Ime curyouse in seekeing opporo* 
tunytye to present mj beste wyshes, you will I doubt not 
interprett it, (as I accountt it) the leaste duty of that love w^ 
ever in profbsion hathe, and practyse shall, , render mei ^ 
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yours, the djstatiiice that hathe thus devyded us, will I hope. ^ 
shortlj be contracted to a nearer conversation, when I 
assure mjselfe we shall meete w^^^ut the leestechaunge. in . 
meane tyme accountt it some happynes that you are so 
£irr from this place, where you can but heare that w*^ we 
beholde, fajre profefsions w^ unaunswerable actions ; To 
wryght what hathe beene done here in our courtes of 
Justyce, were but to wearye you w^ that w^ I assure my ; 
selfe you have herd from many freendes, yett I canot 
ommytt the happjre newes of this week, wherin it hathe 
pleas^ his Ma^ ^ to his whole Counsayle to delyver, that ^ 
his resolution was to goe that waye in his govemementt 
that myght suyte best w** his own honor and thesaftyeand 
prospeiy^e of his kyngedome, and requyred them after 
thb his declaration theye should apply themselves to advyse, : 
and to make inquisition after all wayes & meanes that myght : ; : 
tende thereunto' and sayd ftirther he did not thi[nk]to humor 
or prepare a Parlyament; but in discharge of that obligation : . 
that laye uppon him, and to this purpose there is a Com- '^. 
myttee chosen of the Lo : to prepare for the better inform—;^ 
ing^ his Ma^ & thus you see you muste come upp w^ ^f 
resolution to receive, not to seek grace, there is also cer« . 
taynly expected (speedily) something to be done in matter [ 
of relygion* for ^ discountenancinge bothe the Popyshe 
and Armynan partye. here is also a generall restoration of all 
the refrectaiyes as they tearmed them, to there auncyentt 






* ** lO Counsa]de/* ensed. 

* a word oblltented. 
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implojrixientts in Commyssbn, 011I7 1 heare jounelf and. 

aome suche are not graced.w^ these spangelh./ Nowe I 

ahalbe bold jto trobk you w^ tomethinge conceminge my 

own paitjculars. I doubt n£(t but jou have harde of the 

I dangers I have beene in hy reason of some engagementte 

• concerning^ the L: Lambertt: whereas this last sumer 

• there was a composition perfected betweene us,and asume 

• . of moneye promysed by him to be payd longe before this^ 

wherof he was hopefull to be supplyed fiom the L: Roberttes^ 

therefore desyred a lytell lybertye to make tryaU of hinu to 

' / w^ (for his owne good) there was a consentt^ but in steede 

'of recevinge the summ of money there is only receved longe 

\ letters, hence farr bothe by mesdfe and aO his firendes his 

Lo. bathe beene pressed* to take him so farr to his con* 

'sideration as to helpe him in his distress, all w^ bathe 

beene done (as he wryghtes) w* the best arte that ether 

. he or his frendes (naminge m"* Corryton for one) could de* 

vyse, usinge their intercession [&] witnesse, all w^ proved 

; t^ ao fiuT to his disadvantage as that in stead of the supply he 

: . . expe ct ed thereby he only receves reflisalls, and so deepens 

' ; ^ dtslykes, that his L: utterly fomkes him and takes from 

- him the hdpes he had in these poore vyctualls he bad for 
.; himself and famyly heretofore: my request to you is, that 

- you will please to make inquisition whether he hethe 
done this or not, and whether the success be suche as he 

/ rdates. M^ Corrynton I knowe can enferme you, there* 
fore I pn^ you be seae tt and seiyous in your enquery, 

. * «tlif Lsreraisd. . : / r ;, 
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and advyse and dyrectt me, for I assure you I am in great 
. daunger to suffer much by him Thus bold I am to troblc 

you w* my own particulars but the assurance I have of 
: our mutuaU interests makes me confydentt that you will 
"think all thinges easye that you doe for . -^ • 

Your aflfectionatt fieend -. 



-^ -' 



and servauntt 



Ol: Luki. 






■-■■•; ■• ■: -^r^.r . -;..- -..• ■ ■■ ■ ■ .-:.■:■ ■:,,..: ■; 

6. Snt H£NSY Waller to Sir John Eliot: . 

r r. ^ - :V^^./; August 5*i 1628^ : . : ,^^ 

** Portsmouth was then the scene of busy prepantion for the new ^ 

. ss7ftl expedition to decide the fate of Rochdle. Stung; by £liot*s ; 
late reproaches, and perhaps willing to escape for a time the vopopa* . 
larity that dogged him in London, the duke [of Bucldngham] waa. I 

■ rcsohred agsua to command in penon, and resisting .the adrice of bis.- . 
ilatteren, had gone to join the fleet; That was cariy in Augntt i^ 
and the same post-messenger who carried the news to Eliot might - '^ 
hare been the bearer also of a letter which concerned the member for 
Cornwall yet more nearly, which bore the date the fifth of that • 
month, and forms now a carious little episode in his personal history* 

r The <<curioos little episode ** told in full by the Biographer {u^ii. 
339 onward and faisim) was the snggcstion'of a second wife for Sir 
John Eliot in Us widowerhood, *< supposing it pleased God an : 
opportunity might be offered there in London that a widow could ' 
be found out, who, as well for person and parts as estate, might be 
dM>ught to be a. fit wife for a gentleman of worth and quality, ; 
whether Eliot would hearken and incline this way/* *; i 

"^ The writer was that Captain Henxy Waller, one of the members- 
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for the cicj of London, known to us by tjmpathj with Eliot, and 
admiration of his conduct in parliament.** (Forster, as before, iL 
SSt-9). . 

Right NoBLi . 

' S' j</ greate love shewed to mee soc vnworthy 
hath occasioned this boldnes in mee at this time to saHute 
jou w^ a word o^ twoe/ In the first place expressinge mj 
sorrowe fc/ the occasio* of jo^ so soddeyne retvme into the 
covntiy beinge the losse of soe worthy & vertuoiis a ladj^ 
w^ b one of the greatest temporall Crosses that can befall 
any. man, butt god is most wise in all his doeinges & 
knowes what is best for his & therefore wee must all sub* 
mitt to his will & nott accompt that loss to vs w^ is gayne 
to him, especially consideringe that If hee take awaye one 
blessinge hee knowes hpwe to svj^Iy his that rest vppon 
liim w* another. I knowe it cannott butt be tedious & soUi* 
tary fo^ you haveing had soe loying & comfortable a com- 
panyon nowe to bee aDone ic the best office frendes can 
doe is to thinke howe siich a losse maj bee rqnired w*^ is 
that makes mee to note this questiS whether if so it please 
god an opix>rtvnit^ should bee ofired here in London that 
a widdowe maye bee found out that both fo^ {^n & ptet 
tc estate maye bee thought to bee a fitt wife fo^ a gentle- 
man of worth ic quaOitye, you would hearken o'' endyne 
this weye. this I am bold to doe the rather fo^ diat T doe 
knowe a widdowe whose husband dyed moch about the 
time yo' ladye did & shee is such a one as noe exception 
can be taken at & is alreadye soUidted by men of great 
birth ic worthy butt as yett shee is fire ic doeth entend to 
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keepe soc yctt & I have some acquaintance w** a neere . ' . ; 
': .. ' -' . ' ■ frcnd of hers whose advise shec resolves to take in that 
: ; ;>v -weyc & as £rom myselfe I did menti3 yo"* name & he "; . 

V g*^^ °*^ a very modest & good Answer, wee entred into ^- ' 
^ ;;v*^v' noc fjticofcrSyOncly hee asked mee of yo' meanes & Chil- 

r. 7:i .; • .drcn w** I could nott fiilly resolve him. hee b one that . - ^ :>^i 
^' J .; , ' knowes you nott butt honeis yo' name, thus farr I have < \ ^ v. 
' \- '.r gonc.of my sdfc^ wherein If I have erred it is my love & ..' ' "^ : f 
;-^. i'i' * • zeale to doe you service hath .caryed mee & to that I hope .;•;]? 

•' '-' . you will Impute it howsoever you doe take the motion & -■.'•.: ; r 
; . "^ ; > ' thus craveinge pdon fc/ my boldnes w* my humble service 
/:>.' rSebred in trust I rest ' ^^v V^^ --AL 

. "_^ V -.' Yo^ woT* ever readye to serve you - "^ - ^ - ■ ^^ 

V . ' .;■ • ' ". •' "> -"^v .r ^;i .:// .H£nrtx Waixer. '^' ■'. •'•*'; ,. 

' .. • '1 . Londd August 5*' •."■'■■...■ * ■ .'..■."•.-'• ' 'S •; 

■ *^%:- - I d^re to bcc reebred to my worAy frend m' Corrlton. .^^, - . :v 

;^'^i^^7* Sik John Etior to Snt Hbmry Wajlwr : Augusty >; f 

'_T^4;4^^? '^^ Reader will turn to Fonter (jL 339 en^fard) for die twjuel V: 

^^;:^«iiki;:^^' of ^hore pn>po»moiw' Meantime here 11 the ansffer. whkk followed .'• ^ ' 
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f^*^^n?2:fj- ^ ^ -= L'-r"^ .'•\^ V* •:'«•?•>''■- r..* •*;-•*,:.■• ri'L'iJ '••:;•;; •'^V■^ 

^tK^I;"^^^'^' - S' if ajiything could be added to the former obliga- 
-: : >-i>:i^ tion V=^ I had vnto y worth & goodness, the expression of - -'^ ^^'-^ 

>^:7>* *?' y'Xetter (rendering «oe large a testimony of Love as caa /* \;'''^^j:^ 
J r^ : ^- : V neither be fiilly requited ot acknowledged) would give it: ^ */ ; 
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wheirin^ as on all my sorrowes & disasters (for I thanke 

god I have had variety of both, & yet I hope not w*out : ^ 

fevor from above) a speciall consoladon has beene in the - . *. 

affection & assurance of my frends, of w** y" comes now 

8oe freely & vnmeritted^ as it laies a debt vpon me beyond 

the proportion of all others answearable to the intent it 

carries, the reparation of a losse never before equalld. ^. .'^ 

What reteme to make y* in correspondence of this, I . 

kqow not, & in the consideration I confess, my doubts arc V." -^ . !^^ 

represented as I cannot easily resolve. Vpon the late sad ,. J^ '^- .{i 

change I found in my poore family, my desires had now -v. ^* ~ t -'" 

w^drawne me from* all popular cares & troubles & putt . . ' -'-r ii^i 

me into a course of privacie & quiett, to w** I was re- * . . v -^^ , :( 

tird. the condition I now bear b soe obnoxious to the • ' ' i. y -7--v' 

displeasure of the time, that I fear by reflection it may cast - ''' '• ' 'li 

that darkness vpon others & soe my Love be temd to ..-..'.. .V . '""-T/xj^;^'^^' 

\miserie, who would not wOliugly give it to that end. if I .. / ^ 

should be a means to edips that virtue w*^ I have in 

' admiration, or by the obliquitie of my ffbrtime deduce a :' .. .v -. 

. p^udice to goodness, it would infuse a greifc into me more . 
then all the former, & for soe ill an office to my frende, I . / X ' . 
should even terneeneniie to myself. Those things I must - ;, . , •-../-- '-*^ 

leave to be determined by y' wisdome what operation * '/':.'. • v ^^''.'p^t^'^^^^ 
they should have, the overture y* make is an argument *: *'^ ' ' r :''/:[' }^-^^''xt^^^^^^ 
of such favor and respect, as I cannot repose myself more . ::>:--.- ;^ 

confidendy then in y*, from whom as 1 have had the ^ :. ^-^^S '}x^ 

intimation I shall likewise crave the direction & advise,. . .'", '^-^ * ^^^^^^l^'^' 
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by w*^, being more perdcularly enUghtend I shall guide 
my self w* all due observation to y honor; for w** I 
win ever rest in like affection to y good, ready on all 
occasions to expose myselfe. 

-. -.?•<- Vtruefrend * -v . 

^■--•-■-' ■■ ^-r\ 'V. ■; ' • -■• •.•■..;.£.= 

Porteliot 
x) Aug. 1618. ^ , , V ' 

. to 1 Mr. Waller: .. ,- 



jB. Sir Henry Waller to Sir Johw Eliot: 

August ay*. 1628. 

.-"•."."'»'■ * - '■•.••' " *.■ 

Further infbrmadoa on * the widow.* 

' NobleS^ ■';• ■"■% 'V' .-'^ ''•■;:''.''■•''' ■•;''-^^-^^ 
I received y<f letter wherein is expressed soe mvch 
love & respect as can neither be merritted no' in ti)e least 
measure requited by any thinge I am able to doe^ I was 
never skoller no^ courtyer & therefore can neither vse 
eOoquence no' complement, butt my tongue & pen are butt 
^theexpressors of my heart.. I mvst confesse by hearinge 
of jcF- worth ic vertves I did hony your name butt 
seeinge them soe deerely & faithfully expressed in the 
service of the Chvrch ic Comenwealth it Ingaged mee to 
bende my stvdyes & endeavors to doe you service & I 

Vn ^ . : *. ^ ; > ^'Capt,** erased. " . 
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shaD accompt it a great happines to bee acknowledged b^ 
such [a] patrjotte. As touching the buisines formerlj pro- 
pounded in generall I shall nowe geve a more pticuler 
reUado : the gentlewoma I mentioned is a marcbants wid* 
dowe : her hvsband was an Aldennans sonne in London, 
bee dyed about the time 70' worthy ladje djed. shee is 
neere about 30 years of adge & fo^ ^n & ^tes fitt fo*^ 
a gentleman of worth, shee hath butt one child w^ is a 
sonn & her ward. Her hvsband left to her & her child 
an estate of 30000^^ o"* neere vppon & one halfe at the 
least to her selfe. shee hath twoe kinsmen (the one a 
marchant in London the other a gentleman in Stafford* 
shire a member of o' house) vppon whose advise shee doeth. 
rellye. I have spoken w^ him [in] London & bee doeth well 

. approve of the motion, & wishcth it were in his power to 
fvrther it butt bee tells mee shee was soe sollicited beere in 
London that shee is g;one into Glocestersbire & is to goe 

. shordy into Staffordshire to her kinsmans^ one Mr. Mathewe 
Craddocke^ to free her selfe from suitors & howc shee 
maye bee prevayled \9^ there bee doeth nott knowe butt 
shee told him at her goeinge that shee meant to retvme 
about the begininge of the terme as free as shee went, 
amongst others o' worthy recorder is a very emest'suitor. 
hee dmanded 2 questions of mee V* I could nott Answer, 
the onewas of yo' meanes & the other howe many Children ■ 
you hadd & sayd w^all that her desire was to match where 
was noe children, butt womens ressoUutions are nott all* 

' wayes Constant. I have written likewise vnto Mr.Cradocke 
in the Countr/e to desire his furtherance & to move it to . 
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heroic as I shall heare from bimsoe I shall geve you jfvrther 
InteQjgence* la these thinges the meanes being vsed the 
processe mvst bee left to him whoe disposeth of aU thinges 
fsf the best to his : there shalbe noe endeavo'' wantinge in 
mee & I shall thindce it the best actio I did this 7 yeare If 
I might bee an Instryment to efiect it. I hope nowe wee 
shall meete agayne at the time prefixed (if nott before 
vppon this occasion) The ondj obstacle beinge nowe 
removed of w^ I doubt nott butt you have heard together . 
w^ the maner thereof w^ wiD j^duce some alteratio. god 
graunt fo^ the best : thus fearinge tediousnes w^ my best 
observance & affection, to yo*" worth & goodnes I shaQ 
ever, rest ' . - . 

Yo"* poore yett trve freind readye to serve you. . . 
. ; . Hbnryi Waller. ,^ 

London^ August %f^, i6%V : . v . , . „ 



9* Snt John Elio^ TO Sir Hbnry Wallsr : 15 
'.\- ^ ■ ' October, 1628. "> .r 

; . * Riding * toward London, he met Ynth tidingt of ' s4}onminwit of 
the pariiament,* and so does not go to the capital t— ; ^: ' 

. S* .■•..■; ^ "/ , ■ ..' - >•■'• 

I was thus fiuT advanct in my iomey towardes yo^ 

where I mett w^ the ^pdamation for the adiernement of 

the parliament, w^ has againe returned mee for a while to 

the quiett & retirement of the Cuntrye. this messenger 
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toy servante cominge vp to foOowe some business of the 
\ termt, I could not w^^out some addresse to 70* geve him 
. place soe neere jro^, 70^ respecte & worth pleadinge soe 

much meritt; that it were an ingratitude not to acknow* 
^ ledge the'favo'* I have receav'd, as it is an obligation of 

much debte not to have deserv'd it. I have formerlie 

geven mjsdfe whollie to yo' will* soe that if there be anie 
^ thinge wherein I maie serve jo\ it muste be jour fault 
^ not to command your owne. £fbr the proposition w^ yo* 
-~ made, as I entertained it onelie at firste, for beinge yo** : Soe 

V I still resente it accordinge to the proportion given by yo* 
^ whoe in that shalbe the loadstone by w^ my course shalbe 

directed, if yo* intend it further and want anie {^ticulers 
. from mee this bearer will geve yo^ satisfaction, whome I 
.; have instructed to attend yo^ Sc to assure yo* that this 
v'testiroonieof yo'love has soe fiu^ ingag'd mee as I am 

V ezpos'd in all readines to yo^ desires^ and should be happte 
to receave an occasion to be tiyed 

•V • ' \ ' Yc/ most feithfull serv* 

;^.-:_-.. ?_/.;:--^. - .. . . .:;-...,.• ; /:^5";'; J. £•- " 

i Thrert<» • ■ . -, / 

..' _i5 Octob»^ i6al. ■ :i ■- / ■ ^Z--'' ,-' 

; •:^, Capt. Waller. ' \.}^- * •■. ; :-^^-- ' \. -'■. ' 

• > . . ■ * - - ■'*".. .. ^ ' .•' 

' (Endorsed) i5.0ctob»». i6st. 
\ To Cap: Waller. * . - 
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10. Sir Hinry Waxlmsl to Sir John Eliot : Novem- 
^ bcr I'*, 162?. 

Stdlj diMppotond that Sir John Eliot was not *oq the spot.* 
There irere riiks oF ' the wtdoir * dtctding for some other, * bccaxise 
you are so hit absent.* 

Honored " '.._ 

S' you maye pleaae to take notice that I received 
j<f letter when I did hope accordinge to Mr Vallen- . 
tines report to have aeene 70' {^n. I could have wished 
that 70U had noct mett w^ that wch did divert yo^ 
Jomey. As for the buisines formerly ppounded it 
standes thus, the gentlewoman is nowe in towne & shee 
hath beene often moved conceminge yo'sdfe Sc her 
Answer fo^ the present is, that shee is resolved to keepe her 
sdfo free and as yett will not enterteyne any Qiotion of 
maiyadge till shee hath setled her estate & her childes, 
beinge at present in some trouble about the wardsbipp of 
her soon whoe is begged from her by one ^ M\ Walter 
Steward of the bedchamber, whose ayme is as mvch at the 
widdoe as the child: besides shee saith shee is resolved when 
shee doeth entend to marry, nott to match where any 
children are butt w^ a single man, butt fo' that I pswade 
my selfe that fewe women have that power over themselves 
butt that when a man comes agaynst whome noe other 
exception can bee made those resolludons are soone tvmed 
butt I move at a great disadvantage because you are soe 

* •*of,*' erased. 
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hn absent & others are present 2c daily sollicitinge, neither 

can I have soe mvch encouragement as to advise yo' 

cocninge vpp of pvrpose thoughe I could wish yo** presence 

because I thincke If shee did butt see y^ gson & heare yo' 

discourse shee could nott have soe hard a heart as to 

denye* In the meane time I shall nott be wantinge as- 

occasion serves to doe my endeavo** in this or any other & 

shall thincke my selfe happy to be esteemed 

Yo*" trve thoughe poore frend ever ready to serve you 

Henrye Waller, 
Loadon, Nov: 1% ^6^Z, 



II, Benjamin Valentyne to Sir John Eliot: 
November 4, 1628. 

*' Shortly after his return to Port Elioc, his friend Benjamin Valen* 
tine sent blm news from London. His delay in coming up had been 
a general disappointment, which he was urged to repair with what 
speed he might ; and the expressed anxiety of many friends respecting 
him suggests a pleasing picture of the unusual regard in which he' 
was held by alL He was dearly something more, to all of them, 
than the mere leader of the country party in their house.**— *Forster, 
as before, ii. 377. 

Honoured S* 

I did hope to haue sene you here before nowe, but 
I see your outher occasiones, haue altred your purpus. S' 
Will : Armine wilbe here the nexte weeke, and he expicts 

» *« as," erased. 
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you here the next weeke after and soe to goe doune with 
him. my brother Godfrey longe[s] to see you at his howes, 
and so doe all your outher frends ther. S' Walter EreU 
longes to see you all soe, and is this day gone home, but 
wiQes me to lett you knowe, that he wilbe here agayn, 
with in a fbrnight, to mette you : and I wisch that I may 
be soe happe as to atehd you her^ and wher des you will 
command* 

S** Robert Philhupes, was sent for, vppon this occasion, 
that the debetie leueteoantes, of that Contrey, did com- 
jJaine of him to the Lords, that he should say to the hie 
constable of his devisdon, that they should find noe 
pouder, nor Armes, and wiled the Constable, to tell them 
soe, for ther was noe lawe for it, and besides that he had 
([tjolen from 30^ to 42^ in the last Subsedy bookes so that he 
was a man in the Contrey that ded bender the kiDges 
seruice. Stowell, and Woldren, ware his aposeres, the last 
saterday, at the ConsiU bprd, wher the Idnge sate in parson. 
it is to[o] longe to writte, the fouller of it, but the end was, 
that the king mad them frends, and willed them to be 
carfuUof his seruice in the Contrey. Watte Long is sent for 
by a messenger : but he was here in house with me and is 
gone agajm, but he intends not to be found, for ther is 
order giuen, to call him in to the Star chamber, for being 
out of the Countrie, contrarie^ to his othe, and y^ they 
intend to ron verye fayer wayes, with us: wich I shall 
neuer beleue vntd I see it. 



'the,*^ensed. 
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Rochele b sertenlj lost, fer the king went in to it the 
20^ of the hst month : So that desine is at a end, but no 
neues of our Shippes. they haue don nothing with m' 
iillton as 7[e]t : he stands as a vndanted man, the Spanerds 
fakesion groues strong : and thcj saye we shall haue a peice 
with Spaine, for portter hath bene at madrede and is coming 
home, Amdell is in grase, and sette at bord : the Bushepe of 
norwige is mad Bushipe of Yorke, the Lord Crewe hath a 
I do' ould rent giuen him, and fiirder to be per£u:ed, Esexe 
hath kiste the kinges hand, and Sae, and Lindon, the £ : 
and they are this day all att Courtt, youn euer 

Ben : Valentynb. 

All ibore extrtordinaiy spelling exactly after the originaL 



12. Snt Hekry Marten to Sir John Eliot: 
November 7, 1628. 

** Wonderfully cbincteristic of Elbt is the next glimpse we get 
of him. It it not at Pbrt Eliot, but in the adminlcy-court of 
London, the scene of the old straggle for his fortune and honour 
which he had wiged at such desperate odds with the duke [of 
Buckingham]. By his proctor he makes formal application, early in 
November, for the allowance of his account as vice-admiral handed 
in to his highness the late lord admiral, and for his o«rn dbmission. 
It is a startling demand, all circumstances considered. He had 
already forced it before the court, it will be remembered, daring the 
progress of the conspiracy against him, when delays had been ioter- 
poscd which even the duke*s proctor hesitated to think just ; and 
now he has resohred to ascertain if justice will be denied him stilL 

II. B 
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Perlups one inajr see in it part of the present anxiety riuit possesses 
him in regard to the future altogether*^ (Porster, iL 379). Sir 
Henry Marten in the following letter communicates the result of 
Bliot'^s * application.* '* It is on more than one account remarkable. 
It is decisive of the opinion of Eliot left upon a man of tried saga- 
city and large experience, who had been forced to take part in a 
series of tsansactioQS invohring his fbitune and good name : but it 
shows also that to form such an opinion and to express it were things . 
inrolrtng then such different degrees of hazard, that the regard ex- 
isting between two friends enpged in public life, if one was senring 
a minister of state and the other obnoxious to him, had to regulate 
its intercourse with very scrupulous care. The death of the duke 
alone had enabled Eliot and Marten to auume a fiank and open 
correspondence** (ihid,). 

s* . 

I re8 yo' IrS bj y</ servant, and doe most heartely 
thanke y" for remembring and renewing as it were of that 
league of mutuall loue and freindship between ts, w^ t 
shall ea hold sacred and inviolable. As for the exception 
w* y* take to my long cefsa6&n from writing, y* will giue 
mee leave by way of replica66n to say it is not well . 
grounded : for vntiQ Sept. last y* must confefie that wee 
forbore by convention and -agreement ne forte && since 
then I only had once opportunity by yo^ servant to write, 
w^ I intended to haue done if according to appoyntm^ hee 
had called for my letter : and vpon this poynt hee and I 
are at i/sue : well $ heerafter y" shall haue no cause of such 
exception. 

The comon voyce that Rochell is rendred vp to the 
ffirench-king, hath gayned an opinion of truth in most men, 
and fear in thebest^ though .wee hear nothing thereof from 
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O' fleet, w^ is vpon the^ returne as report wiU baue it, but 
wee haue certendes of neither. 

For newes the Marquis Hamilton is sworne M' of the 
horse. 

In jcF own busines there was a mocSn made in Co'^ for 
the allowances of 70^ Accompt and jcF dismifsion ; but M' 
Wyan, Procter heertofore for mj Lord Admirall did answer 
truely and materially. That that might not bee got vntill 
my Lord Admirall had an £x^ or Admmistrator w^ 
might re^sent his person, and review M' Wyan his Proxie, 
otherwise if in the mean tyme any diing should bee done 
for y*, it would bee done NuUiter contra mortufi indefen- 
sum, since ifsue was ioyned betwixt him & y* in his life 
tyme, and by his death his Proxie only sleepeth till his will 
bee proved, but is not extinguished. And thus w^ my 
heartiest comenda86ns and well wishes for yo' health & o** 
good meeting I take my leave & rest 

Yo^ afiured loving freind 

Hbnry Marten- 

- ^ London 

d" Comoni • . , 

T^Noaem: x6iS. '' 



13. John Selden to Sir John Eliot : November 7, 

1628. 

<* With what resolute determinmtioii to surrender no right which 
an appeml to the laws might secure to him, Eliot had thus reviTcd 
a question he too well knew likely to rcrive also against him the old 
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conspiimcj, it further proTvd bj an inUrestiog letter from Selden« 
btmrinf from the Temple the nme date, and borne to him doubtleu 
hj th^ same mcncnger. He had teat to the great lawyer the patent 
wheiebj Buckingham finally confierred upon him the office, whicb^ 
notwithitandlng the act superseding him, he still asserted to be his | 
and had asked Selden how far the death of the grantoz might in law 
affect die Talidiiy of a grant, of which he disputed the right of any 
mere order of coaodi to deprire him** (Forster, ii. 380). He 
touches also on the probable effects of * the Duke's * death on aEairs. 

NoBtB Sa, k, . 

For the occurrences of the prefent time, they are 
either so vncertain or fo vnsafe to relate to you, that I 
know your own wifedome will pardon me for that you 
shall mifie them here. Only thus much j my Lord Mar<* 
shall is at the coimfcQ table again & we all wish well here 
for the future, & some hope welL Your man defired me 
in your name to look ouer your patent which he del? uered . 
to me in a box that is yet by me : to the end you might 
know whether it were void or no« I think it be void by 
the death of him that made it, though he haue a power 
'puen him to gh such office ibr the life of the grauntee. 
For an officer ibr life cannot make another officer for the 
life of him that he makes vnlefle it be by some prefcrip^ 
tion w^ in this cafe doubtleise will not be found. . And 
there is also a j^uifo in it for giuing an exact account at 
cffy of the dayes named in it yeerly. It were a wonder to 
think that the account was giuen at the daies. ^ And if on 
some night, the patent is that way alfo void, deer Sir, I 
would that within the narrow sphere of my power any 
thing were to be or could be pformed that might be accep- 
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table to 701L If there were, & whensoeuer tdiere is, no 
man shaU be found readier to ohcy your commands then» 
Your most affectionait 

freind to seme you 

J. SjtLDSN. 
Not. 7. 161S. 
The Temple. 



14. Snt John Eliot to Sir Robert Cotton : 
December 30, 1628. 

*' Eliot had reached London, which be was nerer again to quit, on 
the 30th of December, having left Lord Warwick in Essex two days 
before. A disappointoient awaited his arrrral. Hastening to the 
house in Palace-yard, associated to him with so many intellectual 
enjoyments as well as noble services for freedom, he found that Sir 
Robert Cotton had left shortly before on some visit in the neighbour* 
hood ; so that the meeting to which he had looked forward with 
such anadety, was again deUyed ** (Foftter, is before, iL 319). 

s* 

if I had either bene Master of my sdfe or had servd 
a fortune exorable, I had not nowe bene straind to seeke 
this entercourse by letter, w^ in person I affected, and 
from the extremitie of the west broughte it in my hopes 
as the onelie happines to w^ I did p^tend. Yo* knowe & 
I p^sume allowe the power comaunded mee this distance^ 
w** I belceve has the like intereste in yo* : I am sure it 
merittes it, and in serving that I serve but yo*, for such I 
find the expressions of this place, that (if reporte maie geve 
it) I am still in pofsefsion of yo^ worth. Our intelligence 
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ir ▼nc'tiine from the Co^ ; and drawne to the forme of 
their conclusions, its said the Parliam^ shall adiome a degree 
neerer to necefside, to putt one stnughtnes to the occasion 
& the time wee are noe judges to determine of the £icte^ 
nor Prophets to divine of the succeTse. and for the reason 
what wisedome it imph'es CoimateUo^ maie reK)lvey wee are 
none, bdnge both the Sub** of ignorance ^ & feare. It 
wilbe some comforte in those doubtes, maie I be assurd 
that yo* are welL I praie resolve mee soe by this mefsenger, 
whome I send of purpose for that newes . retaine mee' in 
yo^ favo^ & knowe hoe man more &ithfullie does love yo* 
then Yo' frind & servante, 

J..E. 

Lecf XXX* Dec i6sS: S'. Rob. Cottoo. 



(Endorsed) xxx? Decemb^. i6»S. 
S' Roberte Cotton. 



15,: Sill JoHH Eliot to Cap* Thomas Godfrey 
M.P. FOR RoMNBY, 19* January, 1628/9. 

Laud wis driving events forwmrd with & high hind, ind literalljr 
piling ap ' matters of accusation * for the future. Eliot had his fore- 
bodmgs, and writes to his friend Godfrey somewhat despondently* 

havinge a promise of conveyaunce to yo' handes, I 
cannott but in acknowledgement of the great debte & ob- 

^ ** of ignorance,** words repeated and erased. 
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ligation 70* have laid vpon mee geve 3^0* this exprefsion of 
,107 thanckcs^ w^ at a kfie distance I intended to peribrme, 
had either ^ my fortune or the time allow'd mee soe much 
intereste in mj selie. What my occasions were of reste 
and some cont]muanc$ in the cuntrye, I hope yo* will have 
80 good charide to conceive : what necessitie is nowe vpon 
mee of attendance in this place yo^ owne reason will in* 
forme yo\ in these I p'sume ' my excuse is fram'd soe 
iustlie^ as it . needes npt an apologie. onelie this I muste 
tender for yo' favo^ what ever place or busines may enforce^ 
nothinge is soe powerfuU to detaine mee in aflfecdon from 
yo** service* but in desire ic readines I shalbe ever p'sente 
w* your wishes. Wee have yet noe intelligence to geve yo*, 
all is in expectarion, o' feares exceede o** hopes^ daunger 
enlarges it selfe in soe greate a measure on vs that nothing 
but heaven shrowds vs fix»m dispaire. I praie rep^sent my 
service to yo"* Ladie, and till I male geve yo* more z&u^ 
ranee acoepte this tesdmonie that I am 

Yo^ most* faithfull irind & servant, 

;•£. 

Wettm« 19 Jans i6sS« 
Cap. Godfry. 

(Endorsed) 19^ Jannmri 161S. 
to Cap: Godfrey. 

» « the," erased. « '* I," erased, » **ftind." erased. 
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1 6. Snt John Eliot to his Father-in-law^ Richard 
G£DY£, Esq., 29* January, 1628/9. • . 

Good and stout-hearted Master Gedye is longing to hear ofteaer 
firom hit iDii9tri<ms and beknrcd son-in-law. (See Ponter, u before, 
ii,4oa.) 

S» :/ - 

I have not had an opportunide to write since mj 
comtnge vp^ and though it maie seeme an omission of mj 
dutie, yet I pi^sume yo* will geve it an interpretation of 
more &vor, there beiiige nothing in my desires more then 
your sads&ccSn^ of w^ I hope 3^0^ have a full afsurance. 
I was this x[m]as in E6ex w*^ my Lo : of Warwick, and 
retomd hether but newlie before the pliamenL since there 
has happened nothing of alteration worthie yd' acquain* 
tance, all thinges standinge in the termes they did, or worse. ^ 
Lucas I cannott heare of, whome I have dailxe inquired for 
and soe aiccompte in that maie be expected. 

Hunldn tells mee hee has receaved a general! direction 
from yo* for the treatie w***y* Bp but nothinge is yet done, 
and in this order I can looke for little at his haindes. I 
shall now be faine to resume that occasion to my self; 
w^ if w^ a small trouble in the Cuntrie hee had first 
attemipted w^ much advauntage mighte easilie have bene 
broughte on. I hope yo* all retaine yo** healthes at Tre- 
bursey though I heare the sicknes proved mortall [to] yo' ser- 
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vante. I shall dailie praie for the contjnewance of yo' 
happines and wilbe ever 

YqF most afiectionat son in law 

J. E. 

W«tm. ^9 
Jan. i6»S. 

(Endoned) 19 Jan. i6zt, 
ToM'Geddjre; 



17. The Same to the Same: 2* Fey 1628/9. 

** A few dajn liter Sir John Eliot wrote agaio. By this time be 
had Ttfivtd in the Commons* Hooie the report of the Committee 
which had sat on the Stannaries, and had obtained an order for again 
bringing np the witnesses against Mohun. But unexpected difiB- 
Cttkies interrened $ and it was suspected that not a few who formerly 
gaye eridence had been tampered with or got out of die waj.** 
Forster, li 403. 

." *sv' ■ ■ 

I wrote to 70" latelie bjra footeman whoe gave the 
firste opportunide has bene offered since my cominge vp« 
this is nowe the second, w^ I cannott pafse w^ut a Une or 
twoe to testiiie the affections that I have, and to drawe if 
I maie be worthie of that favour the like remembraunces 
from 70", w^ will geve mee a satisfaction beyound all 
other hopes, this mdsenger comes nowe w*^ warrant for 
the bringing vp of the wittneises in the case of Mohtm« 
some of them are neere 70*; if 70" see them and findanie 
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indispOAtum in them to the service I praie remove them 
from it» mod lett them koowe they shall incurr a daunger 
to tfaemaduet if thej appeare backward, and jret in the end 
be inforc't to the same thinge vpon more (fiudice: the 
bouse beings much affected to the cause for their owne 
hono^, as likewies for yo*^ other Cuntrjrmen ^oe will 
speedilie be sent for. And the orddr ag* Wy veD is allreadie 
graunted, from w^ if they w^Mrawe or fulie themselues, there 
is a course resolv'd on p^sentlie to attaint them. Surges 
yo^ ndghbour is sent for by this warr^ w^ is nowe db* 
patcht; and I hope bee will not fidle apparance. I doubt not 
but if they[r] backwardneft detract not, something wilbe 
done for the example & aduantage of the Cuntrye. I have 
appointed this afternoone being a leisure, to see o' Bisbopp y 
what reception I shall have yo* shall knowe by the nexte 
'mefsenger and if the waie be open I will gieve some over- 
ture to the treatie for my lease, thus in haste w^ my. 
praiefs for the contynewance of yo^ health and y* blei(sing 
of ail tlie Ittde ones I reste - 

Yo' meet affectionate sonne in law 
r••.^■: y--' : . •;:£. .,; ..:...=., 

• '. Westji* 
ffebr. i6aS. IVT. Geddy.* 

[Endoited] ft^fTcbr. 1 6sS 
To M' Geddy 



This niine in a later haod.' 
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18. Sir Robert Cotton to Sir John Eliot : 
Fcb^ 2. 1628/9. 

(Endorsed * To my dear and worthie S' Joh. Eliot.*) 

** Eliot wished to ha^e Cotton's help how best to word hit pro- 
posed censure of Laud's declaration on public grounds i and the 
terms of his letter show how difficult it was to communicate safelj 
on such subjects, eren with aU the advantage of trusted nessengen.** 
(Fonter, as before, ii 4x9.) The undated half-sheet on which Sir 
John Eliot's lines were written is still preserved among Cotton's 
MSS. in the Bridsh Museum (Cotton MSS. Jul. C. IIL fol. 169), 
and is here given in order to introduce Sir Robert Cotton's answer, 
which follows :— 

sv 

I sent my servante Latdie to impart a business to 
7* of noe small secrecie & importance w^ I hardlj daPd 
communicat ic jct kno • . it not fitt to bee conceald. the 
assuranc of -f Love is my great advantage vpon w^ I 
may repose myself Sc therfore I presum*d to entreat y' 
advise 2e aide according to the reason Sc necessitie of soe 
great a worke, having in y' Love as much confidence as 
in my self. When y*^ thinke it fitt to send hither to me 
this messenger wilbe the convoy, whom I have appointed 
to attend y*, (myne owne man being gone out of towne), 
his discretion is only for the carriage (like a wise porter) ic 
therfore the directions I must desire privatly in a word or 
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two from f, w^ I shaQ observe ic returne y* the success. 

. excuse my bouldness ic assure -f self I shsdl ever be 

V most fidthfull servant 

J. Eliot. 
todoncd 

To my hono^^ iriiuie S' 

Robert Cotton k^ & baronet. 

With refoence to the condtisioii of the following paper, which is the 
answer to the preceding letter, I had copied it at herem printed, and 
I cannot recognize the difficulty tt presented to Fonter and others. 
He read ** a voted Resolution of the House, and that wurded m those 
RelrMe,** adding—^* Whether Sir Robert meant by the last word to 
say that the resohitions were ' rehearKd * in his paper, which his 
abominable spelling and writing would appear to show, or only that 
he had rerised them, which the manuscript leaves equally possible, 
I cannot satisfy myself.^ Then further^" I referred it to my 
liiend Mr. [John] firuoe, who pronounces for rehearsed i very justly 
adding, however, that * it is a mode of spelling the word that I should 
think Sir Robert wookl not have found even in his library ; but 
the paper la so tender in that part, that I am almost afraid to touch, 
or even look at it * ** (ii. 4x0). I make it deariy ^ and that .re« 
corded in their Register,** and ctrtes the- last word ia not * Reirste,' 
while * Reirste'^ never could have stood for * rehearsed.* 



QuisnoNS DiTEiiMiNBD [by the Houf of parlam* ^] 

I. That the SpOall and Temporal! Persons of the King- 
dome of England vnder his Mz^ as Hbao make not 

^ The wcrds in brackets are added by Eliot himself. 
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togeither the Catholiqub Body of the Churdi of 
. England. 

3. . That Archbishopps, Bishopps and the rest of the 
Qeargie assembled and authorized in the Con vocafiSn 
House cannot impofe vpon the Lscyty an Ob£Dienc£ 
and CoNFORMiTiB to any Doctrine or Discipuns 
by them agreed on in their AiaemUie w^out the full 
. Assent therevnto in Parliam^ 

3. That all Persons as well Edefiasdcall as Temporal! 
are bound to hold and maintains as y* Doctrine 
of the Church of England thofe things Litsrall 
to w*** they gave their full Assents in Parliam' in 
the 13^ Eliz. and to no other. 

[4]. That whofoefi shall either by preachinge' or writinge 
publishe any other doctrine then was afsented to by 
that Act of 13^ Eliz: is guilty of Innova66n and to 
be pimished * as a Breaker of the Lawes and a Dif* 
turber of the quiet ic Peace^ of the Church and 
Commonwealth: 

r If you pass to morrow somthinge to the purpos aboue 
It will pvcnt [= prevent?] the pbtt I beleav of thos 
Bisshops that haue ianfled a way to introduc Inoua- 



' Tliis word Forster oddly misprints * publishinge/ It is Cot- 
ton*$ peculiar but mTaiiabk elongated * a * that misled him here and 
elsewhere^ /. g, also he reads * his Mead * for < as Head/ page 36, 
lastL 

> < thought * or some such word written and erased here. 

* Fonter fills in [peace] as if it were not in the original, but it is. 
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tioos hj a Conuocation power At[j] mzj haue hy 

kau. And it wQbe a hapy condufion of jour difput 

of Religion to preuent sudi a practice by a voted Reifo- 

ludon of the Housf and tbat recorded in their Register. 

-^ yours for euer 

Ro: Cotton 
Eadosed 



Fo[r] my dear and worthy 
S' Job. Eliot* 



19* Cap* Thomas Godfrey to Sir Johk Eliot : 
\ Fcb.4« 1628/9. : 

Sit Joto £Iiot hat been^peaking oat nobly and qnmkfakably * in 
the HooiB.* He recetvcd abundant thanki. The present latter ia 
one of maof co nt em pora iy tbat reveal ** the pinch and prctsore that 
was fdt in ahnoet every English town, and ftom which all were looking 
to parliament to relieve them.^ (Fortter, ii.4s6.) 

NoBtt S*. 

I receiued yo' kinde letter, wherin I was mucfae 
comforted to heare of yo*^ good heakhe the w^ I shall euer 

/ Fortter tranifen this to the commencement of the letter— a not 
rare practice, anlackUj, of his in ' oookmg * hit docomen a* He over- 
states alike die difficulty of the penmanihip and the badness of the 
gelling of good Sir Robert. 
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prajre for, and for a blefstnge vppoa y</ endeuo'* in the pub- 
licke seniice ; If the Lorde shalbe 8oe mercifull to this, sin- 
fiill Lande, as to suffer good men to make a reformation in 
the Churche, & Comon-wealthe, I beseeche you haue this 
poore Towne of GranthS in remembrance, w^^ is miserablie 
seru'd w^ two base Vicars. I haue formerlie acquainted 
joii w^ soSe perdculers of them, the w^ I keepe in store, 
and shalbe reddie (if there be occasion) to attende you in 
that buisnes ; the w*^ I leaue to yo*^ consideration, beinge 
wdl afsured you wiD take all occasions to further God his 
Cause, and committ you to his tuition whoe (in soe doinge) 
will keepe you safe, remembringe my wiues loue and my 
service to you eS restinge 

Yo^ most faythfiiU ffreind Sc seruant 
Tho: Godfrey. 

. Granthani ffeb: 4^ 



20. Bishop Joseph Hall to Sir John Eliot: 
Feb, 6, 1628/9. 

Many appeals were nade to Sir John Eliot ** One of these,*^ 
says Foster, ** possesses a singular mterest derired from the character 
and position of its wn'ter. The proclamation against Arminxan 
controrersiesy professedly putting down the books of Montagu and 
Manwaringy but practically suppressing only all the answers to them, 
had been brought more than once under debate, by petitions as well 
from the printers whose property had been seised under it, as fix>m 
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the wrxten who already had been dragged by it before the Star- 
chamber and high conunission. Among these was Mr. Heniy Bur- 
ton, treated afterwards so cruelly by Laud, whose Bah<l mt Betid^ 
that ii^ thi Church tf Borne ^ no tnu Vuihk Church of Ckrut^ Mng mt 
aunoer U Bugh ChlmUfs chalUugi^ mid Robert ButterfiMs matcMB^ 
had been one of the books summarily laid hold of. Now it hap* 
pened that Choimley was bishop Hallos chaplain and intimate friend, 
and that the tenet he defended had been strongly upheld by Hall 
himself, otherwise a man from whom the divines or partisans of Rome 
had receired no favour. It was nevertheless &lt and said in the 
House, when Sir Jamet Perrot stated dut bishop Laud had licensed 
Choimley and fiutter£eld, and had refused his license to Burton, that 
the latter had received injustice: and the bishop, talcing alarm at 
this, made instant appeal to Eliot. They had seen each other womt 
days before, on the occasion of Eliot's calling upon the bishop in 
Druiy-lane on the business of the lease, when Hall had given him a 
tract of his own, showing his part in the controversy \ and upon men> 
don of the matter in the house, he did not scruple at once to asic 
Eliot to throw over him, against further assailants, his powerful 
shield. The familiar letters of this celebrated man are too rare not 
to attract to them a special welcome $ but it is also an important 
contribution to our knowledge of the esteem in which Eliot was 
held by so fimoua a writer and divine, and of that coDsdousnets of 
the justice and fidmess of his character which could alone have sug* 
gested such an appeal as this to a man leading the Puritan oppo* 
sirion." (Forster, at before, ii. 427/8.) 



* S' w* my best services 

In yo' Idnde visttaon of mee, the other day (for 
w* I profcfse mysclfc yo' true and thankfuU debter) I was 
bold to present y* w* a poore litle pamphlet ; w* if you 
haite hadleasure to peruse hath let you see what intolerable 
wrongs of scandalous aspersions- haue bene put vpon mice 
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by some, whether ignorant, or wilfuQ mis-^takers ; One Mf 
Burton was the man, that in print first raysed diese clamors 
against mee ; labouring to possesse the world w* an opinion, 
that I went about to helpe popery ouer the stile, in that most 
ixinocent, 2e true assertion of the true being and visibility of 
the Roman Church, for the remedy of w* scandall, I putt 
forth first a deare aduerdsement, and then, after, this more 
deare Reconciler ; wherew^ all ingenuous men that euer 
I haue heard of, professe themselues folly satisfyed ; Only 
this M^ Burton, who, it seemes (dolens dico) loues the 
trouble of the Church, no le&e then I do peace, will 
needes yet stirre the coales, and, as if I had said nothing, 
for the appeasing of this vnhappy strife, hath now stolne 
out a book of great length, and much spight against the 
two abettors of that position, Mr. Cholmly, ic Mr. But- 
terfield, the one my chaplaine, the other a stranger to mee, 
but of great puts, ic hopes -, w^he dedicates boldly to the 
honorable Court of Parlement; therein suggesting very 
maliciously, that Mr. Cholmly, & my selfe (to whom that 
book of M^ Choi*, b dedicated) haue sure some plot in 
hand of restoring Popery to En^and, or England to Po- 
pery. S'. I beseech y* be sensible of this shamefoll inury ; 
for mee, I think I haue giuen sufficient ingagements to the 
world of my zealous defiances of Popery ; and . for M^ . 
Cholmly, I do in verbo Episcopi, profefse, of my intimate 
knowledge of him (from both our cradles) that he is as 
&rre firom Popery as my selfo ; or any Burton that beares 
an head j he is an honest, true-hearted, well affected, it 
IX. o 
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learned Divine, onety his zeale to mee, and to that most 
iust cause hath carryed him into some vehemence against 
Mr. Burtons ill handling of this businesse ; as not abiding, 
that we should oppose Popery out of fidse grounds ; and 
affixe vntruthes vpon the worst aduersariesj 

I confesse Mr. Burton hath much aduantage of the pre-, 
tence ; as seeming to haue zeale on his side, and care to 
preuent the daunger of many soules -, but let me boldly say, 
truth is on ours ; neither can there be any daunger of the 
loise of one hayre of the head of any Chran in this tenet, 
if it be rightly vnderstood ; but rather a strong aduantage 
against the aduersary -, But it is not my intent to enter 
into the merits of die cause, in this letter; Let it suffice 
mee to say; that there is no learned divine in Christen- 
dome, who either will, or can differ from my sense in this 
position ; as it is lately confirmed to mee vnder the hands 
of two reverend & learned Bishops; B. Moreton; and.B. 
Dauenant : Now, my occaon of this trouble to you, is ; 
an informaon w' was given mee of some mention of this 
businefse in yo' Honorable house ; not w^out a motion of 
some £irther question to be made of M^ Cholmley; 
wherein, if any such thing be, let me desire yo' iust fauoun 
you know wdl what both charge, & trouble, & blemish 
are wont to follow a publiq^ accusatory call to that awfuU 
Court ; all w^ I would be loath to see alight vpo my old 
honest colleague : I beseech y", if you perceiue any danger 
herof, besides giuing mee the norice, that j^ iivilbe pleased 
to speak VM**. Speaker hereaboute : to whom, as my selfe, 
so M'. Cholmly hath bene anciently & well knowne : 
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Craving pardS for this boldnefie, and relying vpo 70^ noble 
£iuour herein as a busines w* I do verj tenderly afiect^ I 
take Icaue, and hartily profe(se my selfo 

Your much deuoted 
frend and seruant 

Jos. ExoN : 
Dntxy lane 

Feb. e: i6st. 

[Endoned] ffebnuiy 6*. i6%t 

from the bishopp of Exon. 



21. Snt John Eliot to Bishop Hall : 
6 Feb. 1628/9. 

Sir John Eliot is chaiacteritticallj < friendly * in hii answer to the 
▼enenble Bishop. 

MyLo: 

In the honor I had by my late admifsion to y' p'sence 
it was noe small part of the hap{Hnefs I receavd ^ from -f 
hands to be* presented w^ those lines w^ (be^des d^e 
knowne character of y' worth) import a vindication of -f 
truth against all scandall & aspersions, to me I confefi it 
had the same purity before, & generally I beleeve that 
apprehension was so iixt as noe detraction could impeach it ; 
yet iP it be* by anie fcepticks questiond (of w*** I confess 

^ ''to be tenderd** semi erased. * screral words here semi erased. 
• "the/* erased. 
^ '* were .... opposd hj anie Ignorance or malice,** semi erased. 
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I heard not) the satis&ction to the .world is such that thejr 
must^ now swallow the poyson of their owne ignorance or 
malice, either in this j^ticular for jr'self or the others for 
Y firinds ther has not yet beene anie overture* w^ vs:^ if 
ther be* heerafter I shall^ so carefully intend it that I hope 
■to give Y LoP some testimonie therein ^^ how much I am • 

Yo' deuoted Servant 

i€\%. : . ■ 

Bish. o££xon. 



[Endorsed] (S« fi«br. i6«l« 

To f B^ of Exon. 



'[ 22. Sdl John Eliot to M&s. Corbet : ix^ Feby. 
:^ 1628/9, 

This ' svreet ' comtpondent» Mn. s Mitt, daughter of Sir John 
Corbet, one of the fire knigbtt, to ^'tued their habeas against the 
loan," it tending a family present to Sir John, and Terj gravely 
pleasant it the acknowledgment of it and her letter. The date 
*ii* Ftbj * b historic, at being that whereon ** Mr. Cromwell made 
his first speech ** in the House of Commons. 



' ** oppoeer mutt now/* temi ertsed. * ** made,** erased^ 

» *« when,** cnted. • " Aall,** erated. 

• "indeaTtrr enwed. »• " if,** erated. 
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SWBBT M"*. CORBETT 

If my ill fFoitunes could admttt of happinefs y 
Letters would import it, w^ have somuch of favor to one 
soe vnworthie of that honor as I must esteeme it a full 
satis&ction to my wishes, much beyond my hopes, the 
obligation w^ I have to y^ memorie & virtues is great & I 
have nothing to answear it but the acknowledgment of my 
debt, for that I had an expectation lately of some oppor- 
timity to have given it y" in Norfblke : but the season 
then ^ prevented me : & now (though I confefi I have it 
most in my desires) the necefsity of that service to w^ I 
am ingag^ does soe &rr master me that I cannot w^out a 
preiudice to that opinion y* allowe me presume vpon any 
minute to that end, vntiD this convention be determined, 
of w** (if it effect any thing fitt for y' intelligence) I 
shalbe' then glad to geve y* the narrative, our labors are 
jtt iruitlefs & hard, tc ther is little promise in the entrance, 
our expectation is greater then the hope & yet ther is that 
can exceed both in the success, y' praiers heerin wilbe noe 
small advantage, w^ as I am confident we have' I must 
still begg, &^ in every prosperity that happens I shall 
thinke that has beene the occasion, the gentlemen heer 
whom y" were pleasd to remember represent w*^ me all 
ther best services to y".* we all retume y* thanks for y kinde 



> « presc,'* erased. » " glad,'* erased. 

• ♦* we," erased. * a word erased. 

^ ** 8c baying . . • night -tasted of 7* kinde remembrance both,*' 
temi erased. 
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present ^ & from me I beseech y* accept this poore aisu- 
ranee w^ shall ever binde me to be 

Y' most faithfiill servant 

J. E. 
xj~fFebr 
i6«a. ' 



[Endorstd] 9g«* ffebr. i6st 
to M''* Corbett 



24. Sir BsritL G&entilb to Sir John £liot: 
- Feb. 14% 1628/9. 

AH 'pitriott* are needed to be <in the House/ and Sir John Eliot 
has been writing urgently for the grand old lion-hcart^s presence. 

s\ • - . 

I hope, in the merdfull Coun of y judgment, I 
sfaafi not vndergoe a harder censure, for my so longe con* 
strained absence, & neglect of duty, in my attendance att 
7* Parliament^ then In mine owne thoughts, I doe inflict 
on my selfe.' None can acknowledge hb fiiult more, nor 
shall blame me somuch for it, as I doe my selfe. This is 
enough, to so noble a firend. & my occasions, have not 
been ordinary. I shaD humbly beseeche you, to procure the 
Speakers Ire for me, to y* Judges of our Circuit, for to 
stoppe a Tryall, y^ concernes some land of mine, for this 
Aisizes, because I canott attend itt, & deliver it to )Citt 
Osmond, who will attend jou for it. I thinke this is an 
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ordinary courtesy, for to be graunted, to a member of y* 
house, by the Speaker* but if you please to procure i^ 
you shall much oblige him, y* hath vow'd himselfe to be 

V faithful! servant 

. fiEVlLL G&ENVILE. 
StoWy Feb. 14 



25. Sm John Eliot to Sir Bk7Ill Grentilx : 
2S* Feb. 1628/9. 

*' Eliot^s reply [to Grenvile] bears date on the S5th Februaiy, 
when the sitting had . soddeolj broken ^ at the King*s message % 
bnt bejrond special expressions of anxiety, and personal unhappiness 
at haring miised GrenTile's service, on which he lays much stress, 
he says nothing of the crisis in which they stand. It would not 
hare been safe.**— (Fonter, as before, ii. 44a.) * 

s* 

had not the daiUe expectation of y^ comfng vp pre- 
vented mee I had long ere this geven yo* some sence of 
the vnhappines I conceave in -that distance nowe betweene 
vs, for as^ yo** afsistance in the pliam^ is some cause whie 



^ A short private application-letter from an unknown, * M. Oldts- 
worth*, follows No. 34, but as it is of no public interest, and is akeady 
printed in Forster, as before, il. 427, note, it is not repeated here; 



' /' my pticuler affections,** semi erased. 
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I desire 70' p'sence,' for' perticuler reasons doc infbrce it 
as the obiecte of my afieccoiu In 70' busines I knowe not 
what answeare to retome to geve 70" satis£accofl : 70' in- 
stnictiotts are soe shorte choughe the7 geve mee the hope 
of 7<f requeste for the stoppinge of a tryall 7et the7 have 
noe mention of the parties in whose names it is to be^ nor 
of the Counde where the sceane is bid, soe as I* muste 
Gonfefse thougbe I p'sum'd to move it in the generall and 
had it ordered b7 the house a man date^ should be graunted, 
it exceeded both m7 knowledge and experience, and all the 
abilities of the Speaker howe it mighte be drawne. M'. 
Osmond was gone before I red the Ere, and I can^ b7 noe 
diligence inquire b7 whome to be informM soe as I muste 
on this^ occasion render 70* onelie m7 good meaning for a 
service. 7et thus muche b7 another waie to satisiie 70*, 
if 7* please b7 70ur owne Letter at the Afsifees or 1^ a 
mocon of T*' CounseU to intimate 70' p'viledg of parliament, 
it win have the same operation w*^ thother, and noe Judg^ 
will once den7e it. I receaved this daie A Ire from M'« 
Treffiy importuning his old suite, w*^ 7et I have not had 
opportunitie to nx>ve nor soe much time (thoughe mine 
owne lief were in the baUance) .to soUidtt it. when 70^ 
send to him I praie geve him this excuse w^ the remem« 
braunce of m7 service, and geve him this aisurance that 



* ''soe mj pertioiler affeccons want that utisfaccdft w<^ tbi^ 
corett,** t€ini ensed. • " *ny»" eiased. 

♦ •• eoo£,'* erased. • *« man that," erased. 

• « eottW,*' emed. r u service/' erased. 
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what his owne. Judgement would allowe him were hee 
serving in my place» the same respecte by mee shalbe gevea 
to this case. And when I maie eflecte anie thing worthie 
his expectation hee shall have a iuste accompte. And soe 
. craving yo'' j^don in other thinges w*^ the representation of 
my service to my sister^ kiising yo' handes I rest 

Yo** affectionate Servante 

J. E. 
wettnuntter »5* 
ffebr. x6ftS. 



26. Sir Dudley Digges to Sut JoHrr Eliot. 

Thb wit the fonner " fellow-pmoner in tbe Tower *^ of £liot« 
He had — <i-— conaplicd, and got his reward in * place.' Nererthelesa 
Fortter speaks gentlj of him ^ 443/4). He litde knew the 'scoff' 
of which hb friend was made. 

Deere Brother 

My best wishes fyist salute you. Then I pray know 
I have spoken* w* S"" W. Herbert, and fynd such a mix- 
ture of vnkind kindneise in him that I am the more desirous 
this breach should be salued. I pray stopp M** Kirton till 
you and I may Confer about ic For the PubUck businefse 
how euer our ways may seeme to Diflfer, our Ends agree, 
and I am not out of hope to see a happy ifsue one day. Yf 
this day any cast stones or Dirt at my ffireind. Let me pray 
you to preserue j* self deer, a looker on, w^ Credit mee, 

IL H 



Digitized by 



Google 



Tff£ LETTER^BOOK 



jftaj weaknefie bee worth y' Crediting^ wOI both aduan- 
tage jou, and much Content him that is Truly and ffiiyth- 
fiilly 

Yo' servant 

DXTDLY DiGOIS, 
Tbib WeOid«7 crg^ ^. . 



27. Sm John Eliot to his Father-in-Law, 
Richard Gxdib^ Esq^ 1628/9. 

liglits and shadows of ftmily-expfrieiicts. Vtrj btautifol'tt the 
ffTcresaal affcctioa of Gedje toward Eliot. 

•,s. . •■-' - . 

I hope yo* are satisfied by former letters I have 

written that my silence has not bene soe longe as yo" sup* 

pose nor could soe fimr make nie gxiHtieof those duties 

; vnto yoP for w^ I mi^te find either occasion or opportu- 

:. nitie. I am sorrie to heare you have not enioyed the bice 

7 health that wee have but I tfaancke god that the infeccSn 

goes noe fizrdier to seize on the Children or your self ^ 

. thougbe I cannott but a little wonder at th'adventure w^ 

yo* make to remaine soe neere the sicknesy having the 

comaimd of die house at Cuttenb. that b soe free. I have 

' sot yet heard of M' Rous whome by yo' Ires I expecte but 

when hee comes both for Jacobston and the reste, I will 

geve him what furtherance I maie ; I could not for the 

*. •• whejexn,** erased. 
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advowson'malce anie dispatch from hence because I knewe 
not his desire to whome it should be graunted, but when 
hee comes or shaU to that end signifie his will, I will 
j/sentlie effecte it. £fbr 70' busines in the Chauncerie or 
that concerning the debte of Edgecumb I cann geve yo* 
noe aocompte (Rowe having not bene w^ mee» nor Lucas 
more then once, though oftentimes sollicited, and at his 
being w^ mee hee found mee soe tngag'd as I had noe 
minute to allowe him for the least conference, but prai'd 
him to aSbrd mee a newe leisure w^ hee promisd but does 
not jtt perfbrme) I know not what satisfac66n hee geves 
70* in the busines of 70' purchase but I heare hee com- 
plaines for want of instruc66ns from 70* howe 70* will 
have it taken, in which in m7 opinion there can be noe ad- 
vantage b7 debi7 but t'were well 70* had it done. Wee 
have nothing 7et to certifie of the hope of o^ p*ceedinges: 
the inten66n is whoUie fixte vpon the matters of religion, 
w^ are in such state & condition nowe discovered as if 
there be not some quicke p^ven86n made t^will render vs 
obnoxious to daunger if not mine : other eviOs are hardlie 
felt for this in which there is such neede of assistance of 
good praiers that wee muste crave 76ur heipe to seeke that 
blefsing w** I shall ever bcgg maie be retom'd both on 70' 
self and all the little ones« And soe w^ rep^sentation of 
m7 service I rest 

Yo' most affectionate sonne in law 

J. E. 

19 ffeb, 
i6ftS. 
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28. Sir John Eliot to Richabd Knichtley, Esq^- 
MJP. (Northamftonshire), June 28*, 1629. 

FtiJ] of pathetic fwectncss of affection and grttitiide toward another 
of hb '* four staunch frienda.** 



though w^ much ynwillingnes I become a trouUe 
to mj frendes, I haue for the p^sent made vse of jour ' 
courtesy by your servant, w^ god willing shalbe carefuUie 
retum'd, & (as in meane things I must acknowledge it) 
giue me leaue to saie you have cxprest soe much in this, 
that, if pticulars could add to the generall meritt of your 
goodnes my ingagem* were increasd w^ formerlie had ob- 
liged* me in a ^petuitie of frendship. In this new cba* 
lacter of ]ro'' goodnes (though I have nothing* to observe 
more then is continuallie implied in the scope of all your 
acdSnSy w^ floweing from the trew principles of vertew (20 
plutarke saies of^lexander) in everie instance comp^end 
the habits of each kinde) yett I cannot w^out admiration 
of the tyme^ but single out some cerctunstances for me- 
morie in rep'satation of yo*" worth; y* there is a frendshipe 
in adversities ; that its^not founded one the sandes, that its 
not soweh vppon the stones, but growes against all violence 
ic heat, & indures all stormes & tempests ; naie a frend- 
shipe that is volentarye, and active, seeking occasions of 
proofe and demonstrac6n ; not wayting for invitation or 

" «« by," erased. • " more,'' erased. 
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desire: such a fiindship, such a varieties as ingratitude can- 
not p^iudice. lett me tell 70* in these troubles it b a great 
comib^ to reteyne the affi^on of our fnndeiy w*^ amongst 
the manie mercies of my God, is not to me the least, but 
when in outward things I reckon them therel still begimu 
should I enumerate all the blelsings I haue had, being fallen 
on that mention, I should make this letter a storie of his 
wonders who has giuen me this liberty to remember them, 
and extend this paper to a volume w*^ would be too 
troublesome to you as to neglect them were ingratitude, 
lett me therefore make in short some coniefsion vnto you 
whose prayers I know I have had (for what can be more 
proper then -to shew you the effect of yo' petitions, that 
soe they may be againe seconded w^ your thankes to glo- 
rifie that Master w^ is soe propitious to his servante) lett 
me therefore giue you some accompt of my restrainte, 
some generall notions of the app^cnsion that has followed 
it (for to that does correspond the qualide of each ffortune 
as goddoessorteitto the frame &disposidon of the minde) 
& from thence you shall see a reflection of such mercies 
that will'repi'sent a libertye in my imp'fament, and happi-^ 
nefie for miserie, take it in this (& would I could giue it 
you at full to the latitude and extension of my hart) more 
' then in the tender sorrow for my sinnes, w^ vnto God, 
are-a iust cause of these afflictions (& I hope will not be 
unprofitablie impos'd) I haue not in all these trialls that^ 
are past felt the least disturbance yet w^ me : noe daie 

• «« hare," erased. 
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has seemed to long, noe night has once been tedious, noe 
feaires, noe terroun, noe opposd power or greatnes has af- 
frighted me; noe outward crofses or lofies haue been 
troublesome;* noe griefe, noe sadnefse, noe malancholiehas 
opprest me, but a contTnuall pleasure and ioj in the al« 
mightieyhas stiU comforted me: the influence of his graces 
has enricht me, his power, his greatneise has secured- me ; 
his all suffidencye has giuen me both a bouldnes & confi- 
dence in him, that noe attempt could move it. consider 
this and the weaknes of jour frind (then whome there is 
none* has more infirmide), and iudge ^vdiat Uefsing he has 
had : adde but the incessant practise of the adversaries, and 
weigh how little power of resistance b in me, & then giue 
me jour opinion on the whole whether I haue not been 
compalsed about w^ mercj on everj side* This deer fiind 
does soe affiect me that I want exprefsion for mj ioj, w^ 
I cannot jet but in some manner thus diliver, to incite jo^ 
afsistaAce to mj god, that as I p^sume* jou haue been w^* 
me in the competition of these ble(sings, I mi^t agine re-^ 
ceave jour help in the retribution of mj thankes, w^ is the 
acknowledgm^ of a debt vnanswearable bj me, & onlj to 
be satisfied bj him that is both mj advocate, & pledge ; 
But I feare I haue exceeded the ^portion of a letter^ & 
haveing b^unne againe to write I fbrgett to make an end. 
lett me not omitt to thanke jou for jour booke w^ has ben 
mj Counsellor and companion. I wishe I had an j thinge 

» «« to mc,** stmi eiased. • " that,'"cnwed. 

* «* he,'' erti*d. 



Digitized by 



Google, 



.. OF SIR JOHN ELlOr. 55 

to recurae worthy 70' acceptance. M7 prayers you haue, 

& when I may have liberty of more in your power it shalbe 

to comand it. In the meane tyme take this afkirance from 

me that am 

Yo' most faithfull frind & Brother 

J. E. 
Juaij »5« . . . • 

[Endorsed] %$ Juty. 16*9 ' - 

To MV Knightly. 



29. Sir John Eliot to his Sons : 3 July^ 1629. 

With deepened pathoty with most affecting jeamlng orer his 
. * boys *-«ilss 1 wayward and tboug^Iess— does the imprisoned father 
write diem in this long and priceless letter. It was one of numerous 

appeals. 

,. ' , . .' . • ■« . " *. 

50NNS ' ' • 

If my denres had beene valuable for one hower I 
had longe since written to y* : w^ M' Little does^ deliver 
a larger character of my ffbrtune, that in nothing has 
allowed me to be master of my self. I have formerly beene 
p^vented by imploiment w^ was soe tyrannicall* on that 
time^ as all minutes were anticipated: now my leasure 
contradicts me & is soe violent on the contrary^ soe great 

The undennentf words, 5cc. are written, ic erased or temi crued. 
» "express.'* •"of.'' 
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an eneaqr to aU action^ at it makes it aelfe Tnvsefull: botb 
kasure ic businefi have opposd me, either in time or liber* 
tie, that I have had Doemeans of exprefrion but mj praien^ 
m w^ I have never fiuld to make God' the witnefs of mj 
love, whose Ueftings, I doubt not wiU deduce it in some 
evidence to y*« And having now gotten a little oppor* 
tunitjr (though by stealdi) I cannot but give it some testi- 
mony from mj sel^ to kt.y* see my emest expectation of 
y good* in w^ bodi my hopes &happtnefi are^fixtas in 
dieir Sphear, ' w^ moves w^ y indeavors, though guided 
by the influence of ' a greater power. It is noe small satis* 
fiction to me ^en I have^ intdUgence of y' health, & I 
bleis heaven for it as some e&ct of my petitions : but* to 
hear of the progreia of j' learning, of y'. aptnefs & dili- 
gence in that ; of y' carefull attendance on aU exccrsies of 
religion, & the instruction & improvement of the minde 
(w*^ are foundations for a foture building) diis does infuse . 
anodier qarit to me & extends my comforts to a latitude . 
that hardly is exprefsiUe. I cannot but in generall thus 
discover it; pardy to intimat .die * pitch of my aflectiohs^ 
that^y' coune may leveDw^it; pardy to represent y* 
owne example to y^ that y* digrefs not from that rul^^ 

The undenaent' words, &c. are written, & enaed or temi erased*. . 
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toe placet, as diere cheife motioss are inoompasscd by that** 

-» - that tamei.** •. « the ^Jj^ power, all-niling power.** 
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w^ practise & experience ^ continuall7 must better. It is 
a fine history weU studied," the observation of our selves, 
the exact veiw of our owne actions to examine what has 
past : it^ begetta a great knowledg of perticulan, taking 
of all Idndes 1 & " gives a large ' advantag to the iudg- 
ment truly to disceme, for it carries a full prospect of the 
hart, w^ opens the intention, & through that simplicity is 
seene the principle of each motion w^ shadowed or dis* 
semUed conceales the good or evilL from thence having 
the true knowledg of perticulars what we have done & 
how ; & the iudgment vpon that, what our works saie to 
vs ; then come we to reflect vpon our selves for the cen- 
sure of each action, wherin every little error is discovered, 
every obliquity is seene, w^, by the reprehension of the 
conscience (the most^* awfuU of tribimaUs) being brought 
to a secret confefsion, drawes a free repentance &c submif- 
sion for the fiiult^ & soe is reduc't to conformity againe. 
this^^ fruite has the study of oursdves, besides many other 
benefitts : the varietie of contingencie Sc acddent^ in our 
persons^ in our fortunes, in our frinds, are as so many 
lectures of phllosophie shewing the doubtfrill being Sc poC^ 
sefsion we have heer i the incertaynty of our frinds, the 
mutabilities of our flFortunes, the anxietie of our lives, the^ 
divers changes & vicifsitudes they are subiect to 5 w^ 

The underment^ words, &c are written, 8c erased or semi erased. 
" " hereafter will make/* 

•» " (& therefore I more willijigly propose it).'' »* " gi^cs.- 

reflects 
*• " makes." " « powerfoU." " «• benefitt" " " many/' 
11. I 
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make vp that conclusion in divinity that we are but pit- 
grims & strangers in this world, ii therfbre should not 
love it ; but our rest Sc habitation must be ekwhere. if I 
should take occasion from my self to dibte this pointe 
more fully, what a catalogue could I give of instances of 
all " sorts ! what a continuitie drsufferings, of w^ ther \s 
yet noe end ? should** these evills be complained ? should 
I make lamentation of these crofses ? should I conceave 
the worse of my condition in the study of my self that 
such adversities oppose me? noe ; I may not ; (& yet I 
will not be soe StoicaU as not to thinke them evills, I will 
not doe that preiudice to virtue by detraction of her adver- 
sarie). they are evills soe I doe confess them, but of that 
nature," & soe followed, soe neighbouring vpon good,, as 
they are noe. cause of ^sorrpwe, but of ioye: "seeinge 
whose enemyes** they make vsj enemies of flbrtune, 
enemies of die world, enemyes of their children v- & to 
know for whom we suffer;** for him that is •'their 
enemye,*^ for him that can command them, whose agents 
only & instruments they are to worke his trialls ** on vs 
w^ may render vs more perfect & acceptable to himself,** 



The undcrmexit^ words 5ec are written, & erased or semi erased. 
•• ** kindes.'' m « i compUme those crilk.'' 

** ««* lamentation.*' «"tosec.'* 

- ••"weare.^ ••"it." •• ••an.*' 

^ "to these.- •• "rpon.*' 

•* " whose iavort are expfest by such mails Se a£3ictiotts, w«^ being 

truly weighed ^^^^ end but in happineu & ioye.'* - 
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should these enforce a sorrow w*^ are the true touches of 
his &vor & not •• affect vs •* rather w* the higher appre- 
hension of our happinefs. Amongst my many obligations 
to my G. w*^ prove the infinitie of his mercies, that like a 
full streame have beene always flowing f on me, ther is 
none concerning this hft, wherin I have found more plea- 
sure or advantage then in these triaUs & afflictions : (naie ; 
I may not limitt it soe narrowly w^ the confines of thb 
life w^ I hope shall extend much further) the operations 
they have' had, the new efiects they, worke, die discoveries 
they ** make vpon ourselves, vpon others, vpon all ; shew- 
ing the ** scope of our intentions, the summe of our in- 
deavors, the strength of all our actions to be vanitie ; how ** 
can it then, but leave** an imprefsion in our harts, that we 
are neerest vnto happinefs, when we are furthest off from 
them ; I meane the vaine intentions of this world, the 
fhiitlefs labors Sc indeavors ^ that they ** move, from w*^ 
nothing soe fidthfuUy ^ ddiven v» as the oofses Sc afflic- 
tions that we meet those mastering checks & contraven- 
tions> that like torrents^ breake all outward hopes ! Naie 
this^peculation of the vanitie of this world, does not onlie 
shew a happinefs in those crofses by the exemption w*^ we 
gaine ; but infers a further -benefitt in that by a neerer 
contemphtion of our selves ; of what we doe consist^ 

The ondennent' words &c are written, & erased or semi ensed. 
»• «*therein/' " " so the stronger.'' '. " "to.** - 

« "stilL" »* "fdiemc." »» •♦w*' ciimot." 

»« " this." « " in her husinefs," » '« give." 

»• " does." *• " bear downe all our." 
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what original! we had, to what end we were directed ; & 
in this we see whose image is vpon vs, to whoin«.we doe 
belong, what materiaDs we are off; that, besides the bodic 
(w^ only is obnoxious to these troubles) the better part of 
our composition is the sowle^ whose freedome is not sub- 
iect to anie authoritie w^out vs, but depends wholj on* the 
disposition of the Maker, who ftamd it for himselfe, & 
therfbre gave it substance incompatible of all power & 
dominion but his owne. this happinefs I confefi in all the 
triaUs I have had has never parted from me (how great 
then is his fiivor bjr whose ^^ mercie I have enioy'd it !) 
the daies have all seem'd pleasant, noe night has once 
beene tedious ; noe fears, noe terrors have pofsest me, but 
a constant peace & tranquility of the minde, whose agita- 
don has beene cheiflie in thanlp ic acknowledgment to 
him,^ by whose grace I have subsisted, ic shall yet I hope 
participate of his blefsings vpon y*. I have the more en.* 
largd myself in this that y* might have a right veiwe of 
**thc condition w** I suffer least** from a **bye relation,. 
as through a perspective not truly representinge, some • 
false sence mig^t be contrurted. Neither could I thinke 
that altogeather vnvsefuU for yo' knowled^ w^ may afford 
y« both {H-ecept Sc example. Consider it, weigh it** duly 
& wher y* finde a signe or indication of *^ some error. 

The imdcnBeot' words, &c. are writteo, 5e erased or teml erased. 

** **^^;' erased. *» ensed iUegibly. *• "my.- 

^ *« by relatioii.'* *» •* strange.- 

*• «weU through.- *» *« weU through.-- 
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- make it** an instruction ^ how to avoid the Kke: if ther 

appeer, but the resemblance of, some virtue, suppose it 

better^ & make it a president for ]r'selves : wher 7* meet the 

prints Sc footsteps of the Aknightie, magnifie tht^ good- 

neis of his providence Sc mercie that makes such lowe 

descents : consider that ther is a nature turnes all ^ sweet- 

nefs into venome, where '* from the bitterest hearbe the bee 

extracts a honie. Industrie Sc the habit of the ** sowie 

( give the effect Sc operation vnto all things ; tc that to one 

seemes barren & vnpleasant, to another is made fruitfull & 

delightsome : even in this hj y' application & indeavor, I 

am confident may be found both pleasure ii advantage. 

it comes only as a testimony (& soe jr" must accept it, the 

time yeelding noe other waie of demonstration) of my 

Love,** ic by this exprefsion know that I dayly praie for 

. ' y happinefs & felicity as the cheife subiect of my wishes, 

I -^ & shadl make my a>ntinua]l supplications to the Lord ; 

J Aat from the riches of" his mercie he will** geve y* such 

. ' influen.ce of his graces ; as y' blefsing & pro^rity,*^ may 

j satisfied Sc enlarge, the hopes, Sc comforts of 

y most afiEectbnat fiather 
J Tower. 3« Julij 1629 • 

j [Endorsed] 

To my sonns. 

The underment' words. See. are written^ & erssed or temi erased. 
' ^, . ^ ''your.'* *•. « for yselTes.'^ ""power.*' " "the.*' 

^ « the.'* •» «« minde." . •* « in w«*.** " *« whose mercie.*' 
; • • *• " soe power vpon y» the.'* »^ " Se blessing.** 
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30. Sir John Eliot to Richard Knightley, Esq^ 
M;P., 17** August, 1629. 

'< Writmg again to Knightley on the xyth of August, when hit 
friend bad sent another special messenger to him^ indications escape 
him of a misgiring, for which afterwards there will appear to have 
been too much reason, as to the terms that might be pn^osed here- 
after to accompany bail \ and mcidentall j he illustrates the continued 
restrictions put upon his intercourse with his fellow-captives. It is 
only by sending round to their Tarious lodgings in the Tower, 
Knighde/s serrant himself, that he can obtain the means of answer- 
ing his fnend*s questions as to their healdu*^ (Forster, n. 503.) It 
makes one's blood hot to-day to realize that a creature so imbecile 
and worthless as the King should have had it in his power thus arbi- 
trarily to lengthen out and aggrayate the imprisonment of such a 
man. It only deepens the pathos of his medc. submissiveness as in 
preceding letters. . 

s*^ - - '•■ ''■ 

havdng as oportunity p^sented^ hjjc^ servsint I 
caumot but giue yo* some remembrance of the affections V 
retejne & the great imprefsions they have taken, from the 
evidence of y' five/, had we any thingc heer worth yo' re- 
ception, it should be my happines to convey it ; and what 
concemes our selues (thogh of lefse moment) had it any 
late occurrences yo" know not ; I should presume yett to 
mention it as an entertainment for' yoiirleasure. I thanke 
God we doe all heer inioy our healthes, soe much your 
melsenger doth afiure me, who giues it me in the. relac6n 

* •* vnto me,'* erased. * "some,'' erased. 
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of his visits, & we dsJlj have examples of the great provi- 
dence that j^tects vs. dier appeares noe signe of alterac6n 
in our state, or an openinge yett to liberty vnlefse it be in 
such waies as I hope vrt shall not take it ; but we know 
ther is that will efiect it in due tyme. the best intelUgence 
we. hav^ is, that for the present we are vtterly forgotten, 
w^ celsadon happQy may settle the humo" that were stir'd 
'& then it maie be aJthings will retume vnto their temper, 
however we shall' awajrte his leasure that sustaines ys, to 
whome (as I am confident we have the competitions of o** 
frends) we shall daiUe offer our devotions, as for our selues, 
for them ; & that there may be^ some influence of his 
mercies yett to jf serve the happinefee of the Kingdome w* 
consists in that truth we have profest & is incompatible of 
all impurity or mixture. The&e desires I am sure cannot 
want yo' helpe goeinge the waie x)f heaven, w* w** you are 
soe well acquainted, mine Ukewisc shall earnestly attend 
you both in this and all things else that maie expreis me 
to be - 

' yo^ fiuthfiill frend ic brother 

August 17* 16*9. . "* ' ,' 



[Eodoned] 27* August 1^^ 
To Mr. Knighdy. 



' ^'sttstixiie,** erased, ^ <*su€h/* erased. 
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39. Sn John Eliot to his Fatkee-in-Law : 

• August 15*, 1629. . ^ -. 

As before, breathing the wamett regard, and gnuefbl for tidingt 
of himaelf and ** the little ones.** 

s* - . ' .r ■ 

It 18 noe small comfort to me to hear of 70' health 
w^ all the litle ones & when againe I maie have oportunide 
to see 70* I shall abound in happines. I have written to 
Hni to bringe vpp m7 tow eldest sonnes hither w* him at 
Michaelmas from whence they shall goe to the vniversiue 
wherther is a |dace |?vided & a tuto' in whose care ^ I shall 
have great afiurance. when thej remove from Tiverton I 
desire Ned maie go there in their roome, whose Jofse of 
tyme does greive me; & I confeise to me the p^iudice 
seemes soe great as batdlie cann be recompens't I hope god 
will * bk&e.hinvw^ his Groweth, to overcome die defluxion 
*in his eyes, against w*^ I see noe practise does ifvaile: 
however it's but a p^ and not as precious as the whole Sc 
therefore diat first must be intended. I praie god to blefse 
him w^all his brothers & sisters that they maye be helps & 
comforts vnto you & by their dutie and obedience expref- 
dnge that thankefullnes and gratitude w^ yo^ hvo^ have 
deserv'd wherein my interests are double both for my self 



^ in wkoae care,^ repeated U erased. ' a word here erased. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF SIR JOHN BLIOr. 



and them w*^ I shalbe ever carefull to acknowledge as an 
obliga66n diat must binde me both in * service & devotion 
to remaine 

yo' most affectionate soninlaw 



August z5*» z6s9. 

[Endorsed] 15* August 1629 
To my fiather in law. 



40. Sni John Eliot to '*M Smithb :*' August 15*, 

1629. 

Unh^pily this member of the nst Smith familj is uxkknofrn. 
Efidently he has been mormg to secure the ' libertj * of the great 
prisoner. To his friend, howerer, ** Stone Walls did not a prison 
make/? and he could not leave even * the Tower* except In integrity 
of co n sci e n c e. 

• s* " -. : ^"- •• •- 

^ Amongst many other jrour favours I maie not fbr- 
gett to thanke you for your last remembrance, w^ besides 
the afsurance of yo^ love, importinge an intelligence of 
your health in that respect was welcome, we have noe 
news to geve yo*& if we had I know you would not now 
expect it. our condicSn here reteynes the same state it had, 
but it maie [be] the influence of your wishes does soe farr 
worke vppon it as erelonge it maie have alterac6n : how 

• ** your/' erased. 
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ever I p^sumeyou^ have that confidence of yo** frend^thit 
die desire of liberty cannott move him to such hast as 
might make him leave either his discretion, or honestie 
behinde him ; but that his evening & his mominp shalbe 
one. & as in this, soe to you I shall still make good what 
I have ^fest, to be 

yo*" true frend. 
August 15* 

[Eadoned] 15* August 1629 
ToM'Smithe. 



41. Richard James, B.D., to Sir John Eliot: about 
' September, 1629. 

In the Introductioa to mj collected edition (for the first time) of 
the Woikt of this eminent Scholar and noticeable Poet, I give a full 
account of his ^endship with Eliot. There were constant ^ hopes* 
of lelease that were aa^constantiy doomed to disappointment hj some 
new artifice or pretext on the part of the King, who had all the 
treadierous cruelty and dexterity of a monkey towards all to whom he 
once became enemy. . 

Deere Sir John Eliott, if you comme npt forth, after 
my retume from Canterburie I shalbe glad to finde out 
sbmme books to entenaine your leasure. now you are to 
receive Cardan whoe hath somme things of worthie con- 

**« want ••erased. 
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sidentioii. and Lipsius de O^nstanda, which perad venture 

jou wQbe pleasd once more to reade and leame whether in 

the writing of it, he did not then meditate flight from the 

Hollanders side and with a whininge philosophic attempt 

a defense of the Spaniards opprefsion, from &te^ providence, 

nece&itie remonstrance of greater tyrannies in auncient 

time, and by a wicked elevating the naturall affection which 

everie true free harte must beare to his owne Countrey, 

which defect as I haue otherwhere shewed out of Bocca* 

lini, caused mainly by the Roman superstition is and hath 

binne a great cause of the miseries which haue befaDen 

Christian Commonwealths: This of Lipsius I did imagine 

before I ever read him \ and if you finde not my conjee- 

ture true, yet there be many antique peeces in him, which 

may please a second or third readings so with my heart 

blefsing your purposes I rest * 

Your ^ithfull servant 

Rich: Iambs. 
[In pencfl] About Sept iH^ 



[Endorsed] M'. James. 



42. Snt John Eliot to " Mr. Treifb : " 
. 17* October, 1692. 

Good Mr. Geddje, his fkther-in4aw, b dead. lo little Dore than 
a month after the letter of August 15th he died. <<The dream- 
stances are not known to us beyond the suddenness, and the sad 
increase of trouble to the imprisoiied Eliot at the thought of hb 
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chUdren doubly fttherleii by lorn of that secoDd home.** (Fonter^ 
iL 499.) At tills emit thii- Mr. Trtife interposed m$ a firieod, and 
infioitelj toaduag 11 the broken laaguage-of the prisoner to binu - 

s» ' • ■ ■' y -' 

Yo* must giue me IcavCj to take a fitter tjme then 
in imprisonment to pa^ those thankes I owe 70* for 
the many courtesies I bave^ had: however the acknow- 
ledgm* shalbe * alwajrs, though the satisfaccon be defer'd. 
Vppon the inteligence hj Abraham of the death of mj 
&therinlaw (haveing noe * L'ght given of his aiiaiers^ but 
what was contein'd in a copie of his will) I ^ delay'd awhile 
mj writeing to yo* in expectation of Hill by whome I 
Ifsum'd to have had some larger ^ knowledge. ' There are 
manie things I want to instruct me^ for a direction of that 
nature: the busines consists of ^divers parts & must turne 
by ^severall wheeles. the interests yo* know are many, in 
right * in equitie for the p^sent, fpr the tyme to come^ 
wherein the intention of the donor must be dearly vnder* 
stood, & the feoffees he has trusted how they doe appro- 
hende it; diat there maie be a generall concurrence ic 
consent in the orders & disposicons that 9 shall follow. I 
meet w^ manie difficulties '^in the expreisions of the will 
. w^ I desire maie be resolved," before I adventure on ,pticu- 

The undenaent' words, 8cc are written k cancelled. * ^ ' 

* **recearU- • "now, though the." » '«knowledg." 
*/*deferU'' • "informacoo.'* . • ••sereral parts.*: 

* ••diiren.- • "and.** • "might.'^ 
^ «' w««^ before I ingagM myself pticularlj.'' 

^^ •* became tbe'opreisions in the will are doubtfulL** " f ^ 
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hi% as what tTine is meant by yeares of discretion, when 
the lands shalbe convey'd, & then in the Conveyance of 
the inheritances whether the present portions were to 
paise. ^' Sc the mother had shee liv'd, must have stood at 
the curtesie of her children, these "doubts "w*** for 
hast I thus shortly have propounded y» wiD "easily vnder- 
. stand vpon the recollection of those conferences w^ ^^in 
this pointe formerly we have had, Sc therin ^ I must crave 
a little explication" firom y knowledg before I enter 
further whose sence heerin must be my direction: "of 
which advise me as speedilie as y* may, & I will in the 
meane time heer indeavor the prevention of all pHudice. 
ther are somethings^ in the Country carefully to be in- 
tended in w^ I can give noe j^ticular directions having yet 
noe knowledge or information for my self^ but as generally 
in all I must therin depend vpon y^ help, as for the paym* 
of rents for Treburesey Thome & others wherin as I 
have ° learnt formeriy from my ffiitherinlaw, ^it stands 
vpon the danger of a forfeiture, jc to me y* know ther. 
wflbe «o aspect of fiivor, what the rents are ic how pay- 
able I know not, but I pray vse y' care heerin to deer it 
from that hafard, & to ^ secure ys by a speedie satis&ction. 



The ttndenDent^ tvords, 8cCm are written & cancelled. 

" «* yo« knowe in that case.'* " <* short'' 

u u j«>,ai the better mderstand." " *' the better mdcrstand." 

'.• " heerin,'' " " before I enter further on the worke.'' 

*• •! before I adventure further -f fence." 

i» " 5c theifore I pray in these." *• ** ther that are." 

Si "heard.": » "that." « "giveit'* 
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I did presume vpon the diligence of Hill before his coming 
vp that he would have entreated "f help to have taken an 
exact inventorie of all the stocke abroad^ & for the care ic 
p^servation therof to have settled some p^sent order ic direc* 
tion I 7* know what reason I have to thinke all things are 
not too welly & I am sure the more wee delay. the 
search ^ if ther be corruption the more hard twill be to 
cure it. I pn^ in y great respects to me (for w^ I shall 
ever be y' dditor) make some reflection vpon this & at 
-f kasure cast a little eye vpon it; I should be glad like- 
wise for y' ease & to decline the envye *^ of those persons 
who I beleeve have noe great afFection to j\ if y* could 
gaine sometimes the afsistance of M'. Cocke. I am hope« 
full of his readineft in regard of ** his great *^ acquaintance 
w^ my &ther in law, & if y* please therfore to move him 
in my name, ''teO him w*^ I the sooner doe desire it 
••to renew *>for my self the»* like interests of frindship. 
y*.see S^ how like a flood of trouble I power my self vpon 
y* & tlmt y^'^willingneft in some ••is made an overture & 
occasion for more. I pray pardon it ic, thoui^ th6 iniurie 
be too great in lum that cannot meritt it» let not y"* goodnefs 
be discouraged from this exercise of •^ charitye. it is a lar^ 

Tbe nn d ttiD ta t* words are written ic erued or cancelled. 

■* ** die worse we shall disceme the steps that ^^^ before vs.*' 

*• ••it nay caosey* from him that.** •• "the." 

*! •• fmndship.- •• *« assort hiau'* •• " because.** 

M €€ to.- »i w nmt aftunacr of his." " " readinefs to.^* 

*« ••does but giTe makes but.** 

*^ *' charitfe, for y« know it is soe to a prisoner it has so manf 
charities in it** 
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b'fitt [benefit] to a prisoner^ & has so -many other pietiet 
that it cannot be Ynrewarded.** though ther should be **a 
generall ingratitude in men " heaven will requite it &: yet 
my thanks * shall •• never fiiQe, w** I shall ** witnefs dayly 
by my praiers^ Sc when I may have opportunity for more I 
shalbe in nothing wanting to the full satisfaction of that 
debt . ffbr my children I have written to " y' wife, who 
has beene soe kinde a ^ frinde vnto them. .1 am so much 
beholding to y" both as I can hardly iudge who has the 
greater obUgation, but the severall ingagem^ are so stronge 
as they *• will ever binde me ** to be . 

Y' most faithfull frinde 
> To Mr Treife 

October 17* 1629 

though I have not opportunitye to give the least requitall 
to y ftvors^ or hardly time ^ (such as w^ saftie I may vse) 
to reckon die pdculars, yet my ^ acknowledgm' I must 
pay w*^ never can be wanting & for thes^ now^ your ac^ 
ceptance I must ^^ crave, the great love ^ y* have exprest 

The undenaent' words tre written 8c erased or cancelled. 
.'**'& though I can now promise nothing for iosy selfe I have 
nothing now for retome.** ** ^ an vnthanJdQbc&.** 

•»« god will ycL- - " r." •• *7^tte ^'^•"in^'^ 

^ « render.** ** " M» Treife.** « •* neighboar ta** 

^'•*'^S3l" ^*' to both.** 

^ ** to reckon thea br accompt them would I number.** 
« « thanks &.•* ^ «* pray.** *• « w* ** 
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vpon my chfldren, the helps & advantages y* have given 
them, the *• cares ic respects y* ** daily vse, w* render y* 
even in the nature of a mother to them, make me so much 
y debtor, that if all my indeavors were at liberty ic imploid 
in y service only I must confeft they '^ would come 
short of satisfaction : ** however I desire the continuance of 
that favour, that if ther be any thing amifi y direction naay 
refbrme it & though I deserve it not y' owne goodness will 
reward it. all the little ones I purpose god vnlling to leave 
w* their Mistris wher they " are, but my daughter Befs I 
win provide ** for heer & about Candlemas I hope to have 
her vp." I know they wilbe much ** ioyed w^ companie 
ofy daughter Mary at Trebursey, & Polwheele will take 
the like care of her as "^ of the rest I pray leave her w* 
them ''as a figure of your presence & for an occasion to 
make y visitts the more often, & soe w^ the most aSe^ 
tionat remembrance of my thanks & love I rest . 

V a&ur'd frinde 
ToM'Treife 

octobr. If 1619. 
tEndorKd] tf octobr. 1619. 
To M' Tieifo & his wife. 

The undennent^ words &c. are written 8e erased or cancelled. 
*• *« ^uent care continuallie.** •• «• shew towards.*^ 

w «• could not ge? e y«.** •• «« I roust notw<^sUnding intreat.** 
•• •'now/' ••"a place.** 

" *< if ther be any thing wanting for thero their goods M** Trcifc 
give y direction to ha? c it provided.** •• «« comforted.** 

•* "shedoet.** ••••that.** 
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43. Sir Betill Grbnyilb to Sie John Eliot: 
November 26^, 1629. 

DcloslTe hopes tdll of release^ in Ibrgetfulii^^ that Eliot eoold 
accept no penonal liberty at the expense of the * freedom of dcbata* 
in the House of Commons, and itsponsil»liqr ikme to it HoQes hat 
also— complied, 

Dbarbst S* 

Whik I am deprived of my ^ great happinei^ the 
seeing you ; it will be my next, to heare from you, y* you 
ar well w^ I covetuously desire, & shall ever pray fiur, at 
a Publick good. I know the unfittnes of the' time for any 
Copiousnes to passe between v^ & therefore will use none, 
only I begg to know, (as my greatest CordiaD,) whither 
ther be yett any more hop^ of so great a blefsing^ as the 
seeing you shortly in the west, it is not fitt to say mor^ as 
I canot be quiet w^ut saying somthing ^ iarewelly & love 
him, y* wiU live & dye 

Y» fiuthfoDest frend 
&servant 

Bevill Grbnvilb. 

Cheeswike 
Novemb. s6. sCay. 

My best service I pray' remeber to y* two ndbk 



^ « great,** erased. * << unfittnes of the,** rq>eatcd U erased. 

* ** praj,** repeated & erMcd.. 
II. L 



, Digitized by 



Google 



74 



THE LETTER-BOOK 



Consorts, whose well being, I shall no kfse pray for, then 

The NoUe Master of this house, kisses j' hands s then 
whom^ you have not an honester nor truer Frend. 



44* Snt John Eliot to Snt Bewll Grekvilb : 
. November 26*, 1629, 

Hoiks has gone from * the Tower/ and not * two consorts,* hut 
only one is left. How msgnsnimoos the silence — not for the first 
time, 00 fuch forsaking. 



^xif I could make an agreem* & reconciliation be- 
tweene my power & will, I should insteed of these retpm^ 
my selfe for answeaxe;. My readinefse to serve yo'' I p^sume 
cazmott be in questi(»i, and my affection to be w^ yo* 
carries too much reason to be doubted ; the times onelie 
are malevolent and because I am hot worthie, will not 
admitt mee to that happines. my desires & wishes shall 
attend yo* in yo' ioumey (as the like services yo* have 
from my consorte in captivide) v^ile }ro* remaine w^ 
yo^ noble firind ; whose yo* nowe are, my better part 
waites on yo* : when yo* are travelling, my affection still 
muste foUowe yo* } when that trouble is at end and yo* 
arrive at the p^sence of yo' La : (that center both of yo^ 
felidtie & rest) diere shall I likewies meete yo* intention* 
allie mabng an ackhowledgem^ of that debte to w^ soe 
manie &yo'* have oUig'd nice, and noe liberde is graunted 
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for sadsfaccon but my thancks, too slighte a retribution for 
8oe much exceDence of meritt. I have noe other paym^ 
but the rep^'sentadon of my service ; for that noe argu* 
ment can aisure mee of acceptance but yo' charide, yet, 
experience makes mee confident as I have found yo' manie 
demonstradons to 

Yy Servante 

J. E. 

Norembr %6* 

[Endorwd] 26 Novembr 1619 
To M' Grenvile. 



45. -A DiscHARGi OR Receipt fcr.'Rbioynder/ 

WHATEVER THAT MEANT. 

Recdued of M' Valentine S' John EUiottf Reioynder 
the last of November about sixe of die Clocke. 

ff me Jeffrie Wa9house derke to 
M'Elfyng^ 



46. JoHK Hampden to Sir John Eliot: Dec' 8* 

1629. 

The Paper on the < Project for New England : for Mr. Hamp* 
den/ or as it is further entitled, '^Tht grounds of settling a Plan* 
tatioo in New England ; Objections^ and replies thereto/^ is preserved 



Digitized. by 



Google 



76 THE LETTER'BOOK 

m the Conespondenct of Eliot* It wis doubtless the compothion ' 
of die £uiious GoTemor Wlnthrop, whose lineal descendant has 
carefbDj printed the MS. This renders it inexpedient to give it in 
thtt collecdoa. The opening reference of the present letter from 
Hampden is to the transference of Eliot from the T^wer to the Mar- 
shalsca, and therein an assumed rehuation of the imprisonment. 

Noble S* 

I hope this letter is conveyed to you by so safe a 
band y* yo'* wiD be y* first y* shall open it, or if not, yet 
since you inioy as much as without a contradiction you 
may y* liberty of a prison it shall be no offence to wish 
you may m:dce y* best vse on% j^ God may find you as 
mudi his * now you inioy y* bencfitt of secondary helpes» 
as you found hime yo'' while by deprivation of all others 
you were C2st vpon his immediate support. This is all I 
haue or ame willing to say, but jr* y* ^per of considera- 
tions concerning y* plantation might be very safely con- 
veyed to mee by this hand & after transcribbg should be 
as safely returned if you vouchsafe to send * it mee. I be- 
seech you present^my service to M' Valentine M' Long 
my countryman if with you, & lett mee be honored w*^ 
y* stile" of 

yo' fiuthfuU frend & servant 
Jo: Hampdek. 
Hampden 

Decemb^ Stk. [16*9]. 



» ^while,'' erased. » "y-/* erased. 
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47. Cap^ Thomas Godfrey to Sie John Eliot : 
December 9*, 1629. 

MiDgled^pietj and anxiety give us a fine idea of this alftajs stead- 
fittt friend. How many evidences emerge of the peril of correspon- 
dence of even this innocent type ! 

Noble S* 

the hope I had of a more conuenient mefienger, 
hathe beene the cause of my aot wrighdnge before this, . 
and now I chuse rather to tende this wajre then be sus- 
pected of necklecte to soe worthie a ffreinde as yo^selie, 
whomel soe more loue^ then anie man breathinge^ and 
for whom Psoe intreat the Lorde for, as for my selfe ; It 
is a thinge that God is verie well pleased w^, that his Chil- 
dren shold be earnest w^ him, one for an other, as. well as 
for themselues. I haue had sweete triaU of it kteUe, by a 
' dangerous sicknes my wyfe hath had, suche an one as there 
was cause to feare, the Lord woulde haue taken her to his 
merde, as beinge too good for the world to enioie anie 
longer, w^ caused manie a good praire to be sente vp to 
heauen in her behalfe, w^ I am verilie perswaded was verie 
preualent ; These and manie other triaUs the lorde hathe 
for his Children (as Imprisonment, & suche like) to bringe 
them neerer to himself, like a louinge father Chastisinge his 
Children to make them better, all w^ I doe afsure my 
selfe you doe finde by experience in yo** self, from those 
manie trialls you haue had of God his friuor in this Idnde, 
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for the Increase wherof; and that you maye continue in 
soe doinge I shaU haitelie praye for and euer reste. 

Yd' moste iajrthfiill freind and Seniant 
Tho: Godfrey. 
My wyfe dotfae rememb' 
her respecte to you. 

Grantham 



48. Snt John £liot to John Hampdin: 10^ 
December, 1629. 

Few thingi arc more titisfying dian the unbroken friendship be* 
tween these two illustrious men. Forster (ii. 531, onward ind 
fassim) is kindled into enthusiasm orer it. . 

S* ••« ' " •• // ' '. .; 

your letteit have agreate vertue, and importe such 
▼arietie of happines (besides the significations of your health 
& love) in your counsel! & example ; dut it makes a de- 
gree of libintie to have them^and in dut geves p^diction & 
p^paraSfin to more. As I am bound to vse that {^portion 
shalbe graunted mee in retribution and acknowledgement, 
to his honor that conforrs it in chiefe 1 In die next place 
likewies I shalbe g^d to imploy it in your service as a con- 
fefsion of yo^ merittes, w^ have soe greate an obligation on 
mee, that noe comaund or oiq)ortunitie can be neglected or 
refused. The pa4)er8 yc^ requir'd I have sent, written as 
hastdie, as I bdbeve diey were compos'd. I have had noe 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF SIR JOHN ELIOT. 79 

leisure to examine them, and of the first copie made but 

one shorte & suj^ficiall yiewe, wherein (thoughe I had 
.little sati8&cc6n) I dare not make a censure^ but when 
they retume if the7 appeare worthie, I shalbe bould to 
render my opinion. In the meane time having nothing 
ek of w^ I dare comunicate, my affections being whoUe 
yo^ by a former disposition, ki(sing yo^ handes I reste 

Yo' most faithfidl fimd 

Dec a^. 1619 

M' Hampden. 

[Endotsed] DecemV x^ 1629 
to M' Hampden 



49. Sir John Eliot to Richard Knichtlby : 
10* December, 1629.* 

Very pleasant is this loring and gracious acknowledgment of bis 
kiadnett and a preient of game. Ht is now permitted to attend 
Chtirchj it will be seen. 

yotur letter & presente came at such a time as I 
was then p^vented of my answeare» the mefsenger meet^ 



* A pimle nnifflportant letter to ^M'Pullen,^ being printed by 
Fonter (11. 535/6}, tbat follows tbis, is not giren bere« 
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inge mee on diundajr morninge, as I was godng to the - 
Lecture at S^ Maij Overyes, and hit hast such^ as hee 
could not staie an hower for my retorae. it shalbe I hope, 
noe p^udice to this oflke, that I lost that opportunitie ; 
and 'for the acceptance of yo' token, if the afsurance be not. 
fiill in that it comes from 70% the dispatch & vsage then 
shall shewe it; w^ both my feUowe prisoners & other 
frindf can wittnes. I cannott saie they have bene an occa- 
sion of ycf remembraunce w^ never is forgotten but an 
^exprefsion of yo' fiivour, w^ challenges a thanckes, and 
those I am conuunded liberaDie to geve yo\ 

Yo' Counsell and example w* Watt Long p^vailes fkrr* 
for chariti^ and hee purposes nowe to resolve hb iealosie 
into some other termes that maie be compatible w^ that 
virtue, caution and circumq)ec66n maie be graunted to such 
a' measure as makes vp the compleat armour of Solomon, 
these onelie heele retaine 'fof streftgthning &' seciuid^, 
w^out admiinon of anie thing that maie weaken or diyid^ 
wherein hee p^sumes on yo' allowance & consente* I shall 
not neede to interpose in this question, nowe the recondlia* 
tion is soe neere. I find on his part a deere intendoii to ' 
agreem*, a remiision of eu'ye attribute that's ill, and a reten- 
tion onde of the contrarie, to w^ I knowe yo* readilie 
will concurr, and soe w^out anie difficultie or hdp, the 
compoodon is made p^fecte. I have nothing to add to * 
this but my wishes for the confirmation of yo" both* my 



^ **occaiion,** eraisd. ' a woid hert oiscd. 
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praiers doe ever foUowe 70*, and in that vntill I maie have 

odier oppoitunitiesy I can onelie shew mj self 

Yo' firind & servante 

J. E. 
Dec X"* 1619 

M'Knightlie 

[Eodorsed] Deceml/ z** 1619 
toM'Knightlie. 



50. Sir Oliver Luke to Sir John Eliot: 28* 
December, 1629. 

* Christmas cheer* is sent to the prisoner in the Msrshalsea. 
Grave and weighty and ominous are the words looking forward to 
' the end.* AH these Puritaxis were men 1 

NOBLB AND DEERB FRENDB 

JThoughe I well knowe that a good cause and in* 
nocencje -arc exceQentt preservatyvea bothe fer the in* 
warde and outwarde man yett because I Ukewayes knowe 
that the varyouse perplexytyes that accompanye trobles w^ 
iS^t indysposidon of place and seasons maye endanger 
healthe (w^ is all my feare) I canott but make this in- 
queste, hoping I shall rcceave the wyshed for rctume of 
your well doeinge^ aisuringe my selfe your eye hath beene 
constantly sett uppon the beste end of all trobles (w^ is to 
growe better,) and therefore now my only care is of that 
lyteU thynn Carkafse, nothinge doubting but that god that 

II, M 
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hathe in mercye vouchsafed proteccion hetherto will goe 
diroughe w^ the work for w^ I shall daylj pray, beinge all 
I can doe \ I myght be large m the expreisions of my 
cares and feares but that were but to goe farr aboutt to 
demonstratt that w^ maye truly be concluded in these 
fewe wordes that I am in all thinges affectionattly and 
. &3rthefu]ly yours : nowe gyve me leave to presentt to you 
and yours these die cuntrye Lumber, wherin you maye 
behold small demohstrations of large affection. I desjrre 
to be remembred to all those w* m' Seldon and Stroude as 
you have opportunytye, what you think fytt ether -con* 
ceminge your partyculars or the generall I pray lett me 
heare, for newcs will be a welcom new year gyfte, and so 
dear frends receive die reall and affectionatt love of :. 

Your 

Ol : LuKX. . 

I pray tdl Watt Longe I desyre to knowe 
howe he nowe lyke^ Demurrs and Ben ValL 
that I studdy hard to counsayle him safely. 

H • • • . 

aS of December 



' 51. Sm John Eliot to Sir Oliver Luke: 

DCC'3I»*, 1629. ; 

Tbere is a Dimbos of susshine in the prison from the kind remem- 
brance of friends. Spite of continued wrong and suffering, Elioc 
abides tmqoil. He is peraiitted to attend Church. How despicable 
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beside his genuine ptetj the nauseous religious phrasing of the King 
as the marcyr-Kingy whose habitual < bawdy talk * brought indignant 
blushes to * fair women * and ' brave men/— as the Sidney Papers 
attest undeniably. 

haveing, at best^ noe satisfacc6n but my tbankes 
for the great obb'gac&n yo* have on me, I am now soe 
strait'ned by the tyme in all Ubertye of expresaon^ that I 
might dispaire of pdone ; if yo' charity did not helpe roe^ 
w^, as the hopes of retribution are cutt shorter, still multi- 
ples your iavo", as if y' obiect only were the demonstra- 
tion of it selfe. in evidence of diat I have now receav'd 
the* large p^sent you have sen^ of w*** to enumerate the 
{^dculars, were almost to come, in some degree to merritt 
it. it has a happie acceptance of all those to whom I know 
you likewise did intende it, and some extension further 
then yo** meaninge in respect of M** Selden & my countri- 
man, whoe beinge now removd from dieir pallace in the 
tower, to their countrie howse in Southwarke are both 
^takers of that, & your remembrance, w^ aeemes soe au9- 
pitious to that litle Ubertie they have gotten, as they take 
it for a p'diction of more, they came' hither by the hlce 
writt as we did, granted vppon a motion only of their Sol- 
licitor & are now in the same termes w^ vs vppon the 
pointe of good behaviour attending the discretion of the 
Judges, we are at quiett, troubled w^ noe newes of alte- 
ra6Sn : our suits stand in the ' CondiS&n that jro* lefte 

* ** la^te,** erased. • " came/' repeated k erased* 

* << same'* erased. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE LETTER-BOOK 



them. M' Valentine against all accidents is fortified bf 
jour Counsdk : nothinge cann deterr hiin nothinge cann 
remoTe him. M' Long still affects the opinion of de- 
murrers before answeares. but in cond'censon tp the reason 
of the tymes, he now jf fers silence vnto them both, thejr 
all conmiand me to a hxgt presentation of their service, w^ 
w*^ ic the acknowledgment ot mj debt I Conclude mj 

Your most fiuthfuD &tnd 
J- E. 
I praie lep^sent my hublt service to your ladie. 



Tit. Detwabrii 16S9 

[Badoncd] vk decemb' 1619. 
To S' Oliver luke. 



52. John Hamppbn to Sot John Eliot. January 4tb» 
1609/30 (mis-dated 1628/9, by Forster, iu 534)«. <. 

*' The boor in whsdi he read dui letter was perhaps the happiest 
EUot jet had knows in his imprisoosienf (Forster, ii 534.) His 
sons are guests at Hampden, The * papers* are those concerning 
New England^ as before. . . , 



If my affections could be so dull as to giue way to 
a sleepy excuse of a letter : yet this bearer o' comon friend 

^ '' jour most,^ erased. 
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had power to awaken them, & commaund it, to ^ ye pub- 

lique experience of whose worth in doing, I can now adde 

mj private of his patience in su£Bring 7* iniuryes of a rough 

hewen intertainm^: to be' tolerated' by the addition of 

yo' sonnes company : of whome if euer you liue to see a 

fruite answerable to y* promise of y* present bb&omes, it 

will be a bleising of y* weight as will tume y* scale against 

all woridly afflictions & denominate y<f life happy. I re- 

tume yo' papers w*** many thankes : w** I have transcribed, 

not readd. y* discourse therefore vpon y* subiect must be 

reserved to another season : when I may w^ better opor- 

tunity & freedome comunicate my thoughts to you my, 

friend, till then w^ my salutations of all yo^ society, ic 

prayers for yo^ health I rest 

Y</ euer afsured friend & servant 

Ja: Hampden. * 
Hampden 

53. Edward Kyrton, M.P., Bbdwin, to Sir Johk 
Eliot. i6' January, 1629/30.* 

A 4mt * old English gentlemen^* qotint aod blunt of speech, but 
fall of all tenderaeu of loTe for Eliot was this Kyrton. 

* «« whose/' efised. • "no^'^enued. 

' several words erased. 



• Another nott to " Nf PuUen *• follows here : given in Foister, 
ii* 535/^* Both show the interest Eliot took m his humblest de* 
pendents. 
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.Sir 

you being ttt soe good Leasure and the goodne» 
of your dispodtions such, that I knowe to heare from those 
that truely loues you : you wilbe gbd of: of which num* 
ber I being one I haue written this and by it doe a(sure 
you that noe man can be more readle and willing to doe 
you any sendee that a true freind can doe then my selfe. 
doe not thinke this complement for I hate it :/ our coun- 
try is yerj Barren of any newes : we liue quiett and are 
senceable of nothing but that which is vpon them and no 
longer : att London y4>u haue all and knowe all but are 
more vncertaine than we are heire. I am glad to heare 
one thing that M' Coriton being. one of the wicked is 
fidlen.into grace and kyssed the Kinges hande with the 
addition of his place againe : it is some hope for vs thatyf 
we can gett soe good Angells to plead for vs and my Lord 
Powis to sweare hard, we may all haue grace enough : I 
win condude with a desire to heare from you and howe 
all thinges are with you for it will much quicken me in 
this^ dull stupide country. I onely am reuiued with the. 
knowledge of some good men and that I am . t 
Your denoted freind and seruant 

Edw. Etrtoit. 
, Boston this x^^ " * -: . . - " 

ofjanoaiy. - • ^ \ 

the towe Earljes remembers their loues vnto you and 
drinkes vnto you euery meale. 

I pniy remember vnto M'' Long and M' Valintine and 
teO M^ Long that by the next he shall heare from me. 
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54. Snt John Eliot to Richard Knightley. 
Feb. 2^ 1629/30. 

S» 

yo' last letter I receav'd but hj whome it came, 
or how long a j^'grefse it had made I know not : it wanted 
date, and came accidentally to my hands soe as I have no> 
thinge Certaine w* it but your love, the best & of all the 
most welcome inteUigence. you maie not impute it to a 
slownes that I write not often, the aisurace y* have in me 
I hope win excuse that, conveyances are vncertaine & 
papers noe good Secretaries for these times; my hart, & 
affection y* have alwaies^ more I have not vsefuU, vnlefse 
it be some service in this Sphear, to w^ now my motions 
are Confined, wherein when y* shall % geve the occasion I 
shall shew a readinefse vnlimitted. y** frends heer are all 
weD, & patent their service to y*. our prayers doe ffbUow 
yo* ic are Continuall intercefso^ for your happinefse, in 
w*^ my sacrifice is not wantinge but has the dailie incense 
of a 

ffiuthfixll frcnd & Brother 

J. E. 



ffebr. %^ 1629 

M' Knightley 

[Eodoned] %* ffebr. 1629 
To M^ Knightley . 



J "shew/' erased. 
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55. Sir Johm Eliot to Edward Kyrton. . 
Feb. 12*, 1629. 
S* 

As yo' letter gave me a great happinefie in the sig* 
nifiecacSn of your love, soe it has been some occasion to 
me of regrett, that it tooke me in such tymes as I had not 
readilie a leasure^ to exprefse part of my affections, w^ 
move not more natuiallie to any thinge then to the an* 
sweare and Correspondence of your love. This is^e first . 
opportunitie I have had, and I need not tell you how it 
comes to be a- leasure, your servant can relate it I am 
now freed from the tedious attendance of Co*^ & Cousell 
& am pafsing^ againe^ to the observance only of my selfe, 
in w^ what intentions may import shalbe dedicated to yo*. 
I pray rep'sent my humble service to those mirrors of No* 
bilitie, Sc tell them that even in darkenes I shall follow them 
w*^ honor and admiration^ Sc that nothinge shall effect a 
pFvariczdon of my hart w^ to you likewise shall Continue ' 
me as I am profesT 

jqF fsuthftdl frcnd 

J.E. 

[Endorsed] ffebn xij* 1619 - 
. . ToM'Kjrton 

* « only»* semi erawd. 
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56. Sot John Eliot : Feb. 15* 1629/30 (without 
address). 

Rather a historical statement than a letter, this MS. is marked hj 
all £liot*s characteristics. Of course the ' large leisure * of the prison 
beguiled him into such lengths of writing. It is manrellous the 
tenacity with which he holds to principle and right. The Reader 
must consult the narrative of Forster for the facts and circunutanres 
outof which this document sprang: (il 538-42 and onward.) More 
audacious shamekssnett of injustice than the Judges' treatment of 
* the case * is not possible to be conceived. The cowardice of the 
Judges who * served * the King is soirowful as it is infamous. 

s» 

to satisfie your doubts vpon the late conclusion of 
our busines, and to shewe 70* whether our Counsel] or 
their CUentes have bene faultie, I shall geve yo*a deere re- 
lac6n of all pafsages in that point, and as farr as truth has 
power by a deduction of the time, dispell the mistes Sc 
doudes of your intelligence. Being the firste tutsdaU in Jsattir atf 
the tenne overul'd in o"" plea to the iurisdiction of the Co^ 
and putf to aunsweare over, wee had the same daie a disa- 
bilide cast on vs by a comaiindment from the Judges re- 
straininge vs to ^ o*" prisons, soe as wee had not* libertie* 
to geve or take instructions from our CounselL In this 
strait wee rested till the mxti daye^ and soe loste the oppor* 17* 
tunitie of that time, when it seemes the Court consider- 
inge the difficultie wee were in gave vs an enlargement, & 

^ several words erased. ' '* the,** erased. 

« " of,'* erased. 
II. N 
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openM vs a waie of polsibilitie to endeavour the accom- 
pltsbment of their order. Havinge receav'd this favour on 
^7* the wednesdaii the nsxU day wee addrest vs to oUr Coun* 

sell, and for preparation to the v^orke accordinge. to the^ 
weight & consequence it imported, consulted in the gene- 
fall what was the next expedient. In this, twoe considera- 
tions did arise, the sads&ction of the Court and the privi- 
ledge of paiiiam^ involved as 7° know in the nneritts of our 
cause, and both those* mutuallie resolv'd on : soe fiurwee 
determine to geve satis&ction to the Co'* as mighte be w^ 
. out i^iudice to the priviledge of parl^ And likewies wee 
intended w*^ the^ observation of that priviledge in all dutie 
«^ to endeavour the satis£ic£6n of the Court, much^^time 

was spent in this,^ for disquisition, for deliberation, and 
'30 . ' severaD consultations wee had betweene our enlargement 
. 31 . and the Sundaye w^out the intermifsion of a daie. Mon* 

fUbt t daie and tuesdaie our Counsell were ingag'd in the cause of 

. ^ * m' Longe and could not afford vs leisure till that busines 

was dispatcht, as thejr afterwacds in * a publicke narrative of 
that time made an accompte vnto the Judges. On the * 
0^ 3« wednesdaie wee came againe to resollicitt them, and in 
seekinge them at Westminster (such as wee vs*d for pre- 
paration w** *• y* know is not the worke of manie) in 
the morning found them attendinge in the Starchamber. 



* " worke,** enscd. 


» « the,*' erased. 


• **we«.*'efittd. 


^ ••pre,*' erased. 


' * words eiaied illeg£bk. 


' several Wbrdt erased. 


'* serefal words erased. 
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Vpon their dismtfsion thence they againe resum'd our 
cause. And havinge renew'd the considerations that had 
past and ^^ the disquisitions recollected, they then desired that 
a generall meetinge might be had of all our Counsell at one 
.{dace, that soe by a comon discussion Sc debate " a conclu- 
sion might be hastned. w*^ this intente having parted wee ^ 
were check't againe that nyght by a newe comaundement 4* 5* 6* 
of restrainte, and soe continued precluded of our libertie 
vntill Sunday after. Sunday about noone wee had an order 
firom the Court of a j^mptorie daie p^'iixt, that if wee 
pleaded not by tuesdaie there should be a ludgement vpon 
a nihil dicit geven againste vs, in w^ order likewies a rule 
for o"" libertie was included to geve vs accefse vnto our 
Counsel!. Vpon the receipte of this wee againe resorted 7* 
to our Counsell whoe had bene in some wonder at our 
absence, and havinge made them acquainted w^ the order 
(that being* a ^* tyme more proper for devotion then for 
-law) wee agreed ^* then onh'e for the generall meetinge to 
be had on the next day foUowinge. The next daie beinge 
monday accordinge to that agreem^ the rest of our Coun- t« 
sell met at S^ieant Brampstons Chamber and there attended 
till seaven a clock at night but having loste that time and 
the S''ieant not come, in his absence and the Jatenefse beinge 
opposed to the greatnes Sc difficulde of the worke, they re* 
solv'd for the p'sent vpon a motion *' to the Judges shew- 
inge the straitneise they were in, and to desire a further 

" a word erased. " word erased. *• •* time," erased. 

14 « agfceij^'' erased. " word erased; 
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daie, that precipitation & immaturitie in their Counselb 
mighte not p^udice either their Clientes or themselues. 
fiebr9* This accordingelie was pform'd^ and for the deerer satis- 
faction of die Q>'^ a trewe deduction made of our diligence 
& attendance to that time^ and therevpon the ^* judgment 
was deferred ^^ ic the order againe renewed for Thursdaie 
after. In conformitie to thb wee forthw^ labored the 
meetinge of our Counsell, w*** in all were five " X^**^ 
havinge formeiiie deserted vs). the greatest part wee had in 
readinefse & attended at the place, (the S^ieantes chamber as 
before) the S^'ieant ic m^ Calthrop (twoe on whose iudge- 
ment wee espedaOie relied) being away, failinge of them^ 
and the whole daie beinge spent in expectation of their 
cominge, about seavcn a clock wee parted w^ the rest ^' 
ingaging them by promise to meete againe the nexte daie 
• followinge. that opportunitie beinge loste and soe much 
shortned of the tyme through the failinge of that Counsel!^ 
wee addrest o^ sdues vnto the Judges to expreise the dili- 

• - . gence wee va'd and to move them for a furtherance of the 

worke ** that we might have a new Counsell then afsign'd. 

in his place that had diserted vs. The LoJ chief Justice 

was abroad (sittinge at the Guild hall'^ as wee afterwards 

. vnderstood by the publicke apologie of m' Calthrop & the 

; -. Sariant in that pointe whoe were for other of their Clients 
then attending him) and in his absence wee went to Ju^ 



" «* order^V erased. " « tiU/' ensed, 

" " wee,*' ensed. •• words erued. 

** wordi erased. "«' vpon tiyalls/' erased. 
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dee Whitlock, whoc hcaringe the relation of our** cares 
graunted the assignement of" the Counsell and appointed 
vs to attend ^ for the rule on the next mominge. The 
rule being had the wednesdaie w^ the like dib'gence wee ffcbr x*> 
travaird to'^ procure the meeting of our Counsdl :*• drewe 
them altogeather at the former place, except the S'ieant 8c 
M' Calthrop, waited for them longe till neere eighte a 
clocke at nighte, and in the end beinge againe disappointed 
of that help, wee were enforc't to presse the consideration" 
on the reste, whoe comparinge the difiEcultie of the cause 
w^ the straitnefse of the time resolvM for the p'sent no- 
thinge could be done, and in excuse of their clientf 8c 
themselues the next dale to geve the iudges a representa- 
tion of their attendance, and to desire time till the next 
terme, there beinge of that but one daie more remayninge. 
This excuse w* some difficultie was receav'd, but noe hope xj* 
of deferringe for the terme, jet a p'sent consultation was 
admitted, and if in that o' Counsell did shewe reasons whie 
they could not soe soddainelie dispatch, there was geven an 
intimation of some favour, for this wee retir'd into a comer 
of the Court of requestes, the beste place that time gave vs 
for a cause of? such importance, and there after a fewe 
considerations had bene rais'd were found soe manie diffi- • 
culties that th^ Counsell all resolVd speciall pleadinges 
• muste be made, and those could not have soe short a pre- 



** a word erased'. - " word ensed. ■* word erased* 

•» "gett," erased. ••«« mectinge," erased, 

»^ « of," erased. ^ " that,'' erased. 
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. paradon. W*^ this aunsweare they retorn'd to geve satii* 

hcdoh to the Co'* and againe preste for the nexte terme^ 

but that could not be obtain'd, onelie wee had graunted a 

h'bertie till y* morninge, and that before the Co** sate w*^ 

an IniuncSbn on o^ Counsel! in the meane time to attend ■ 

V8. By thb authoritie wee had o"" Counsell readie and a 

'- fiill meetinge in the afternoone, where after much agitation 

& debate some generall conclusions were accorded and 

these as heades geven vnto a Clerke for the p'paration of 

the pleas, the Clerke thus instructed profest his diUgence** 

* to the worke but w*all told them in that time there was , 

noe pofsibilitie to effecte it. And therevpon y* Counsell 

ioyn'd in a resolution to make remonstrance to the Court 

what endeavour had bene vs*d^ what difficulties they had 

_ found, howe fair they had concluded, what directions they 

had g^ven, and that w^out more time nothinge could be 

done, w*^ by waie of protestation they would. offer for. 

their Clients & themselues. Vpon this resolution wee 

parted about nyne a docke at nighte, and from thence 

went {/sendie to the K* Attorney to intimate soe m^lch to 

. - him. from him wee went likewies to the Judges, and 

: _ after attendance spake w*^ the Lo : Chiefe lustice, made 

xij* him the narration of our worke, and soe lefte the succefse ' 

' * to his iudgemente & the Co'**. The next mominge againe 

as I heare (for I was not then present by reason of an in* 

disposition** of my health contracted from cold & watch* 

inge) our Counsell made their remonstrance to the Judges, 

.' . . "• awordenttwL *• ** of my bodie," erased. 
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shewed their diligence & ^ecdinges/* drewe an attesta- 
tion" from the Clarke, whoe had acknowledged the in- 
structions, told them what progrefse hee had made and that 
by the eveninge hee did hope his p'parations would be 
rcadie, w* sooner could by noe meanes be dispatcht, Thb 
is the true Stone of our Labours," and at this period wee 
were taken, wherein whether the fault were of our Coun- 
sell or o^selues yo*" wisedome muste determyne, my partia- 
litie & interestes excludinge me from ^ censure. I have 
bene too fonge in this rela6iSn carrienge all drcimistances 
before mce but the advantage I have seene (even in great 
workes) drawne from little minutes, has geven this exten- 
sion to my libertie that the whole course mighte be con- 
spicuous to your viewe and soe the election freer on what 
to place yo*^" iudgment. our intentions I p''sume noe 
p'iudice can touch, beinge deere from all obstructions, in 
all, moste rcadilie affectionate to the p'scnt satis&ction, w** 
was vrg'd,**^ therby not impeaching the priviledgc of parliam' 
and soe farr oneh'e" carefuU of" the parliament as o*" duties 
to the" lawes and their^ iust satisfaction did require* And 
thus havinge opened the true state' & consistence of 0"* 
cause beinge confident in your iustice I submitt it Sc rest 

Yo' frend Sc servante ' 

J. Eliot. 

ffeb: 15* 1629. 



•I <t made/' erased. ** t word erased.- 
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57* Snt John Eliot to Sir Oliyzk Luke. 
Feb/. 3^ 1629/30.* . 
S« 

what change I have had^ in place, since y* last ^we 
me, j' meisenger can relate : in affection, I presume 7* ex- 
pect not, oiuch lefs doubt ther should be my. if it were 
truly said of those, though meerly naturally, w^ croise the 
seas in that respect, that they change the heavens only, not 
their mindes, it cannot be, to reasons more then natural!, 
that such motions of the body should cause the least com- 
motion of the minde, or subiect it to any newnefse or in- 
certainty* the support I have still found, does stiU foUowe 
me : the experience it has given me, denies me now to 
doubt it, my confidence & tranquility in all degrees .& 
{daces having the same meridian, the course I made hither 
was guided by the Atturney, the compass that he steer'd 
by, the rule-booke only of the Qarkes (the iudgment not 
yet entered) : his direction in that, w*^>ut writt or warrant 
from the Judges, was the authority to the Marshall, who 
thervpon commanding Imy attendance brought me^ to 
this i^ce, &, as a debt, w^ formerly he had borrowed (to 
Yse his owne words) Tendered me to the Leiftenant, whose 



^ Fonter njt (ii. 558) ** a mistike for 3' March **•— surtljr most 
improbable, at it is also to endorsed. 



' hither,** erat«d. 
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prisoner I now am ; soe taken, Sc delivered in a comple- 
jnent. this is all the newes w^ in our ffortunes have oc- 
curred. I have nothing els to geve j^ but my thanks, 
w^ as a tribute must be still answeared for "f fiivors bj 
w^ I am ingag'd 

y most faithful] servant 

J. E. 

ffcbr. $• 

S' Oliver Luke. ' - 

[Endorsed] 3* ffcbr. 16x9 
to S' Oliv. Luke. 



.58. Edward Kyrton to Sir John Eliot. 
8* March, 1629/30. 

He hat heard of the infamous mis-judgment against £li»t*s appeaL 
This letter throbs with emotion ; and I confess that even at this late 
day I fmd myself all but cursbg a King that so dealt with one of 
his DoUcst subjects, and, could he Init have seen it, truest friends. 

Sir . / - - ; 

Your Letter vnto me doth import that you haue nowe 
Leasure to dispose of your time, which makes me venter 
vpon some part of it with my I#etter. I assure you it 
proceedeth out of the aboundante aflEection and respect that 
I beare vnto you, the which I cannot soe well exprefse in 
words as yf there were any occasion wherein my deeds 
may manifest it vnto you, which when time shall serve 1 
will promyse shall not be wanting. The Judgement vpon 

11. o 



■ Digitized by 



Google 



rHE LETTIR-BOOK 



you b blowen amongst vs with wonder attending it: for 
mj owne part I can wonder att nothing but I thinke that 
. that man which doth not take your Judgement,^ as in part 
* . a Judgment vpon himselfe, he doth either fiule in honestie 
or discretion. I will vse noe more words vnto jrou of: it, 
because I knowe you are soe well composed that thinges 
of this nature although neuer soe high, slacke not* your 
resolutions or move you to be otherwise then you were. 
the time may come that such vertues may be regarded, 
the towe Lords tooke your kind remembricSs of them 
with a great deale of affection, the foote boy that brings 
you this meets me att Easton with them. I knowe they 
wilbe euer glad to heare of you, Yf m"" Holies and m' 
valentine be with you I pray lett my aflectionat loue and 
seruice be remembred vnto them and for your selfe I will 
conclude with this that I can be no longer a honest man 
yf I forgett to be otheir then 
, '. ' ^ Your deuoted and faithful! freind and seruant 

Thiilrecwn* . £dW : KyJITON. 

aicq 1^ [Endorsed] To my much Honored 
and worthie freind 
Sr John Elliott att the 
Tower these. 

[Seal— A cost of Arms of 6 quaiterisgs.] Qutrterly i & 6. a ' 
chevron betw. 3 crou crosslets. %. on a chevron, a lion 
nmpant. 3.. seven masclet conjoined, 3. 3 5: i. 4. a 
chevron betw 3 eaglet legs ensecL 5. on a chevron, 3 lions 
ramp.] ^ 



1 €t 
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59. Sir John £liot to Edward Kyrtom. 
March ()xh, 1629/30. 

He is agiin in the Tower. The indulgence (!) it re-caJkd. 
With Tixenish vengefblness the King personally imposed the utter- 
most penalty he dared exact What a pity the headsman had not 
earlier daty on such a King ! 

S" 

y Letters have ^ found roe according to the direc- 
tions that y* gave them^ in the Tower, though I know not 
what spirit infusd that prophesie in 'you to preindicate 
my beinge ; nor how that beinge came soe suddainUe on 
me, vnle(se it were by instruction of my fFortune, to be 
answearable to -f prophesie : its true I was designd hither 
by a iudgment Sc it may be y' presumption was on that ; 
but having rested a fiiU fortm'ght wher I was & the Judges 
in their circuits, I had noe expectation of remove till die 
next time, wherin * my ignorance is apparant that could 
not see a way, besides the wrltts &^ common course of 
lawe. But it may be I goe too farr in the consideration of 
3^ prophesie, & my ignorance vpon. the direction * of y' 
Letter w^ might proceede from^ grounds^ ic reasons not 
coniecturall but warranted by some Late intercourse & in- 
teUigence since my comminge to this place : * if soe I 

* word erased. * *' them,*' erased. 

' *• I confess,** erased. * " authoritie of the,'* erased. 

' word erased. * word erased. 

^ several words erased. • * several words erased. 
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crave y pardon^ & to excuse that'' misprision in my self, 

must translate the^^ult to f, who givinge noe date to y' ^ 

exprefsion, exposed me to that error through the vncertaintjr 

of" your time." But leaving that, I returne me to the 

certainde of y'. favors, w*** have an operation of" siich 

power, as if happineis ohlie be in libertie, certainlie I am 

free, the service y** command me to M** HoQes & M' 

Valentine I cannot performe, being now divided from 

them i what is w^ the compafse of my sphear I should 

gladiie vndertake. my self I can dispose & have it readie 

to obey y«, in hart ic aiiecdon, w* arc my better interests ; 

the rest is not'^ capable of such meritt, I dare not tender 

to my frinde. represent my devotion to those Lords who 

are the summe of true nobilitie j ic assure them as I love 

virtue, I honor them." ic soe kissing y^ hands I reste 

- y* affecdonat servant 

: J. E. 

Marctj 9* ' 

i6»9. 

[Endontd] 9* Msfdj i6s9 
ToM'Kirton. 



• word erased. *• word erased. 
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. 6a Snt John Eliot to John Selden. 
March 22, 1629/30. 

S* 

I vnderstand by this bearer that vpon a quan:^ be- 
tweene him Sc another of his feUowe officers at y prison 
he was in the late absence of j' Marshall displac't by M^ 
Dutgon. the offence I presume (not rare for such partners 
in authority to have difference) being not akogeather vn- 
pardonable ; & the quality of the man, such as I dare com- 
mend, giving me an affecdon to his good, I cannot but 
desire y' fiivor in his behalf to labor his reception & to 
mediat for him w^ the marshall, who giving y* power in 
all things, cannot denie it in this one, w^ has neither diffi- 
culty nor vniitneis to j' self. I hope it shall not seeme a 
trouble w^ gives the opportunity of a visitt, in that as I 
cannot doubt y' readinefs, I pray, let my service be pre- 
sented, for whose sake I hope y* will effect diis, w^ I 
shalbe ready .to requite vpon the like occasion : heer rest 

• y'serv^ 

March as 
16*9, 

M'Selden. • 



[Endorsed] %%^ Mardj 1619 
To M' Selden. 
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6i. Sir John Eliot to his son Richard : 
5** April, 1630. 

*' Eliot^s greatest zxadtty in the Unt month thmt followed his sen* 
fence {for he had hitherto been imprisoned without trial] arose from 

. the reports that had reached him of Richard Eliot, his second son. 

' We have seen in what kinflly words both youths, now students at 
Lincoln College, were mentioned by Hampden j but in dieir tutor^s 
account from Oxford, a distinction was made, and some fears enter- 
tained by the ftther receired unpleasing confirmation.** (Forxter, 
ii. $6% and onward.) Continues Forster — ^* If nothing beyond these 
touching words had survived from £liot*s prison, what is most chival- 
rous and noble sn his nature would have needed no other testimony^r 
His diildren are at .himselfl The breath of reproach that suUiet 
them stains him $ and the cry of pain that nothing could wring fiom 
him in which he had himself no part but suffering, breaks out at the 
mere fancy of dishonour on one who bears his name.** (Ihid. ii. 
570.) 

Richard 

y" know how cmcstly my affections labor for y' 
good, & that (though for the {/sent I cannot contract the 
aisuranoe of that happinefs, yet) my intentions are soie fixt 
vpon the hope, that further time will grant it, as no step 
.y* make is w^out fome addition to my thoughts, even -f 
least motions & inclinations leading to greife or comfort. 
In the observation heerof, as intelligence does give it.(w^ 
care cannot be at rest) what shall I say ? have I satisfac- 
tion ? does y reputation anSwear the promises I had ? how 
great were my felidty [it] it did soe ! what could be then 
added to the ioye I should conceave i when all lofses, all 
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troubles^ all disasters, all afflictions, can be either lefsen'd or 
supported by anticipation of the hope (through his favor 
that has geven it), the afsurance & iniojringe of that com- 
forte must have such an influence & infusion, as aO their 
evilb would be converted into good, or chang'd in sence 
& app^bension ; at least, \>j the strength & opposition of 
their contrary, they could not but be rendered, totallie for- 
gotten or neglected. But it is otherwise (w^ greif I say 
'tis otherwise) y' report answears not the expectation : that 
w** should have beene a glafi, for comfort vnto me, for 
example vnto others, Y carriage & behavior, how vnlike is 
b it to the colors of my hope, that staines y* w^ the 
tincture of loosenefs & neglect ! how is it variol from the 
intentions of y' promise, that make y* lefs affected to the 
CoUedge than the towne; &, for acquaintance more 
studious then in bookes? how is this differing from the 
reasons of the time, w^ cannot but impose a reservation & 
stricktnefs, even in things scarce sensible, that have but 
relation to me ? You cannot but remember at y beeing 
beer (besides die instructions w^ I gave 3^^ what spedall 
cautions in this pointe y* receavd from others who made 
that the exprefsion of their love ; & that y* were then 
tould into what observation y* should pafs; diat Y c^^* 
dition was not ordinary, & would at noe time be vnstudied, 
but y' words, -f actions, -f conversations, Y sodedes, would 
be sifted there (if pofsible) to extract some scandall, or 
advantage against me; & has this made no more im* 
preision on y* ? have the advise of frinds, the instrucdons 
of a ffiither, no more power to setde & compose y* ? can- 
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not y' owne reason^ j' owne discretion in conscience of 
the dutyes y* have learnt (y' duty vnto God, j' duty vnto 
goodne(s, besides the duty & obligation y* owe me) naie 
cannot y owne example^ in w^ better promises have beene 
read, otherwise informe y*, but y" must so soone venture 
on the follies of the time, & in the Sea of vanitye hasard 
to make shipwrack of all my hopes ic comforts ? then 
must ther be a conversion of my happinefs, tc my peace 
& tranquility are indanger'd that w^ ^ noe outward power 
coidd preiudice, myne owne force will vndermine ; & that, 
w^ should have beene for assistance & support, will be- 
come an instrum^ of mine & subversion. You see what 
apprehensions doe pofsefs me, & how violently they move, 
vpon the fear of y' incomposure & disorder to w^ tio 
affliction can be added, if the ground be true* I will not 
iudge y* w^^out hearing, nor yet wholy quitt my hopes, if 
y* arc guilty (as I pray God y" be not) ic' have given 
advantage to myne enemies, let it be soe noe more* y* nuy 
soone retract an error, though habits be not easilie cor- 
rected. Consider whose y* are, what expectation is vpon 
y*, & by y gravity & composure stop the mouth of all 
detraction. Let this shew y" how necrly it attends y", 
& that the observance of noe act or circumstance is 
omitted : if it be fals that comes reported, Sc raisM meerly ^ 
as a slaunder, yet consider of what importance is y' care ; * 
for if such a building be on sande, what superstructure may 
be made wher ther is good foundation. As thus I have 

* a word erased. 
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my cares, I make my praicrs for y*, that the divine provi- 
dence would guide y resolutions vnto happioefs. Let y^ 
motions be directed to that end, propound goodneft not 
pleasure for y obiect; Lose not y'self for libertie, or 
rather make not liberty a vice. Know that mans distinc- 
dbn is from beasts, but, as they follow only the affections, 
man his reason, let not others draw jr* to an imitation of 
their evill ^ nor multitudes induce y* to take errors for 
examples : but let y virtues be a president for them, 'a 
comfort vntd me, a glorie to y Maker, whose riches will 
adome y*, if y* be faithfuU in his service, &a iust dispencer 
of bis talentf ; wherin, as y*^ shall have advise, y* shall not 
want incouragment, nor the blefsing of 

V most loving ffather 

J.E. 
Tower 5«* Apr. 1630 

[Endoned] 5^ Ape 1650 

To Dick Eliot. 



62. Sir John Eliot to Thomas Knightley, Tutor 
TO HIS Sons : 5* April, 1630. 

How exqotntelj delicate b the fadier> silence on what he had 
written to Richiid, though both letters were written on the same 
day! 

S* 

yo' letter came soe slowlie to mj hands, as in part 
the answeare was p''vented ; & other intelligence indma- 
u. F " . 
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tinge a purpose of yo' beinge' heer in London at Easter, 
caus'd me to deferr the rest in hope of an oportunide to 
see you, & soe bj that advantage more freeiie to Q^muni- 
cate. the money you tooke of M** Towneson was spedily 
repaid him^ & if my servant in the Country make not * 
hb returne accordinge to yo' tymes, y* maie on any 
occasion supplie yo'selfe by him, whoe has order to y^ 
purpose, & I doubt not, will readilie pforme it. in ' your 
Care of my sonnes yo* laie a great obIigac6n on me. & I 
wish their endeavo^ may be answearable to ^ your will, if 
y* meet w** any indisposi66n in them in respect of their 
Carriage or affections (for otherwise I doe not fear it) I 
praie correct it what y* maie, & give me notice of it, that it 
^eed not to a habit, for in them my cheife happines con- 
sists & noe greater p^iudice or disadvantage cann be given 
me then through ^ their persons, my enemyes are many & 
full of observation, w^ make$ anec^itie of much caution 
both in my frends & me ; therefore to theise, that are the 
neeresty I have advisM a spedaU* reservednefse, & shall 
desire y' helpe to second it, that they sorte not too much 
w^ Company no^ studdie large acquaintance^ for as that 
number or varietie has small pfitt, lefse securitie does 
attend it, & the soUadsme is greater in these tymes to have 
much confidence then ielousie. for the course of their 
leaminge I referr them to yo' ludgm^ w^ I know allowes 

* **in Towne,'* ensed. * " make not,'* repeated and erased. 

» ** the,'' erased , ♦ " their," erased, 

. .» "yC," erased. 
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of tymes for exercises and recreations.' Att Whrtsontidc 
I shalbe glad to see them heer^ and at all tjmes^ & on all 
occasions readie to exprefse my selfe. 

V affectionate frcnd 
. ^ni my lodginge in the 
Tower s'* Apr. 1630. 

[Endoned] 5* Apr. 1630 

To M' Thomas Knightly. 



63. Sir John Eliot to his Son Richard : 
April i6Vi630.* 

** To his father*s remon&trance Richard leeint eagerly to have 
replied with mtny profe»ions of grief, and promises to strive and 
regain his love. Very beautiful is the eager and hopefVil response. 
It must be remembered that neither Oxford nor Cambridge was in 
good repute at this time. D'Ewes tells us that what had made 
him weaxy of 'his own coUege at the latter was **that swearing, 
drinking, rioting, and hatred of all piety and Yirtue under false and 
adulterate nicknamet ** (Puritanism, forsooth, and what not !) ** did 
abound there and generally in all the uniyersity.'* — ^Autob. ii. 14.1, 
and Forster, il 57a. 

RiCHARB 

I have not given that foundation to my love, as y* 
need labor to regaine it : the frame & building of my 
harte is of such firmnefse; as cannot easilie be shaken/& 
the exprefsions w*** I made, from whence y* have y^ fears, 

* A letter that ought to have followed this, from Moyle to Eliot, 
has somehow disappeared. Forster doubted not it would be re- 
covered, but it has not been. Strange to say, Forster prints it, ii. 63 1« 
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were an effect of that, the tendsmefs of a Either soe afieo 
tionat to his sonne, that he would ^ expose him to noe 
danger, to shew 7* that, (that j* might the better know 
how to avoid or prevent them) my last did tell j* what 
evills y* were neer ; either the evills of y' owne nature, for 
who is w^out corruption ? or the evills of the place; w^ I 
hear are too exemplarie : or the evill of the time envie & 
detraction, from aQ, or any of w^ (for to some certaynly 
J* were subiect) y* might by that means become free ; 
either by reformation of y self, or by reservation towards 
others, turning their hates & slaunders to advantage. In 
this indeavor y* compose my satisfaction, & my hopes are 
great ; strive to give it a perfection, ic y* gaine me, as my 
afiecdon Sc love are constantly y' owne, that will add a 
felicity & comforte^ w^ will give some more latitude & 
extension to my cares out of the multiplied blefsihg^ of 

y'lo, f&thcr. 
Apr. 16* 1630. 

RL Eliot. 



64. Sol John Eliot to his Son John : 
. April i6\ 1630. 
Sonne, 

having knowledge by y letter of the preparation & 
purpose for y' iomey hitho* at Whitsontide, I shall now 
rest on the expectation of that. time, ffbr y' clothes y* may 

> '*have,*'efased. 
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better have them ther then heer in respect of the trouble 
of sending ; & in that observe y owne convenience either 
for doth or stuff as may be answearable to mourning, w^ 
I would yet have y* to reteyne. y' sister, I thanlce god is 
well at Stephney, & was yesterday heer w^ me. I hope 
shortly to be happic in -f meeting, & ever to receave that 
comfbrte w*** y' promises have given me; for w** y* have 
the blefsing of 

y most lo, ffa, 
Apr. 16A 1630; 

Jo. Eliot. 
[Endoned] i6* Apr. 1630 
To my Sonne 



65. Set John Eliot to John Moyle (whom EUot 
as a youth attacked) ; 22*^ Aprils 1630. 

See FonttTf ii. 631. Sir John had been isked to secure one beinf 
appointed as * minister * for Bake St Germans. 

S\ 

according to y desire I have vs'd my best indeavor 
w** y*" proctor to obtaine y' satisfiiction for die choise of 
a Minister at^S^ Germans^ & something by way of prepara* 
tion I had done before the receipt of y' letters^ vpon the 
inteUigence of Lakes his death, to incline him therin : but 
the effect is little to answear the meritt of the suite^ though 

» « M' Glanvile/' semi erased. 
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as much» in respect of favor, as I lookt for. ther is not a 
deniall, but that w^ reallie may prove soe. he seemes to 
referr it wjiolie to the house/ yet, if they elect his kinsman, 
I presume, his expectation is not lost I am sorrie this re- 
-^tume is not better to the occasion jr* have given me, it 
may serve for an exprefsion of my power, though my 
afiection be beyond \t\ I cann command corruption out 
of noe man, but in myne owne hart have a cleer will to 
serve y* & shall ^thfuUie remaine 

Y true fiinde 
tower httds (?) 
%%* Apr. 1630 

M'. Moyle. 

[Endorsed] %%* Apr. 1630 

To.M'. Moyle, 



66. Sut John Eliot to Richard'Kkightley: 
- 21 May, 1630. 

.• s\ ' ■■■■ .■•■-..■■'■.. ■ .. . 

havinge not the commaund of opportunitie I can* 
nott but w*^ readines imbrace all safe occasions that maie 
render mee in some exprefsion of my love if not in service 
to yo*.. I must confefse my selfe vseles all most in all 
thinges that are worthie of a fiind ; but in manie more 
vnhappie diat I have not libertie of wordes, that ifsue of 
affections w^ make them {^pdble to others, the free com* 

» « but,'* erased. » ** fnndes,'* leni erased. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF SIR JOHN ELIOT. in 

merce & traffique of the hart, by w^ the exchaung^ of 
thanckes and curtesies are ' transacted, in this straitenes I 
have alonge time stood ingag'd for want of a conveyaunce 
vnto yo*. the ground of that necefsitie is soe knowne as I 
neede not doubte the question of it nowe. the daungers & 
intelligences were never greater, and therefore I p^sumeyoF 
' charitie will graunt it, that my feare U circGspeccSn should 
be aunswearable. the first securitie [that] was ffsented mee 
since my cominge to this place, was but last weeke by yo*" 
cosen Knighdie, whose hastlikewies p'vented mee of that, 
this nowe w^ is the nexte & conunge from one of the same 
trust & neerenes to yo* I hope will make an apologie for 
both that I had not written sooner and in such manner as 
mighte have made some satisfaccttn for the time. But 
newes is noe where safe, and I am an iU relato^ of sadd 
stories; Lrett it suffice yo* that my memorie is charg'd 
w^ a large catalogue of jt^ &vo^ w^ have oblig'd mee 
to be 

yo"" most affectionat frind & Brother 

J- E- - . 
Tower %i* Maij 1630. 

[Endorsed] »!• Maij 1630 
To M' Knightlie. 



1 (( 



transsacted,** temi enued. 
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67. Sir John Eliot to John Hampden: 
25* May, 1 630.* 

if m7 weaknefse should be guilde of ingraticude ; 
thdse mefiengers would in yo' perticular correct me, w** 
are a continuaU inenc6n & remembrance of 70*" &vours, by 
w*** I am 8oe infinitlie obIidg*d. I retumc them to y" now 
as an acknowledgm^ of that debt, or rather as an occasion 
to increase it. They parted from their Tutor hecr vppoli a 
desire I had, they should againe have the happines to kifse 
yo' handes & be directed hj yo' Counsell & soe be made 
the fitter for their course, whereon all my cares 8c affections 
have dependance. they can bringe yo* little newes but of 
the death of our Leiftenant: who shall succeed him, we 
yett know not» but report maintaines her custome of de- 
signinge many till on[e] be chosen ; & in the mean tyme 
instead of a govemo'& keeper the Tower & wee have that 
for entertainment, I p'sumeyou will not expect more for 
the p'sent of busineis or intelligence. The satisfacS6n of 
my debt for yo*" papers is in p'paration, w^^ I hope you shall 
speedily receave : my memorie cannot betraye me in any 
duty to yo' service, but must be studious of all opponu- 
nides to exprefse me 

Yo' most affectionate frend . 

J. E. 

May a5* 1630. 
XB&dorscd] »5* Maij 1630. 
To M^ Hampden. 

• Two private intercessory lettcis follow here i given in fiiU in 
Forster, iL 64i-a. 
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68. Sia JoHM Eliot to Richard Knightley : 
10* June, 1630.* 

haveinge by this mefsenger receaved the Comforts 
of y' letter, and the oportuntde to send soe soone an an* 
sweare, I cannot but give some exprefsion to my hart, &, 
though I have noe newes, nor trade in that Comoditie, yett 
my. thanckes must be the subiect of my penne. I have 
been inquisitive of y' kinsman of y' health Sc disposition, 
& y exersice as an incident to that, wherein I finde soe 
much time spent it*h house, & soe little in the feilds, that 
I doubt y^ make y libefde a practise of imprisonment and 
by too much meditation vnapt -f selfe for ac€<Sn, w^ is the 
life and crowne of our endeavo**, in your course, I pray re- 
flect somewhat vppon .die jconsideration of others, & that 
noe man must be a center to himself, thinke what interest 
y countrie may p'tend to, what right in y" is belonginge 
to y' frendes, what for my perticular may be challenged, 
what for others, and that y master who has made you 

* Before and following thk tnd onward are a number of private 
letters 00 private matters, that, as they are fully printed in the Bio* 
graphy of Eliot by Former (ii; 630 onward i B. xii. c ir. Home 
News and other Letten) are not reproduced here. They all illustiate 
Eliot*s extraordinary interest in the slightest affairs of fHeods and de- 
pendents. See Forster under Dmry, Hatcherj Essex, Boscawen, 
Arundel, Smithe, his BailifT Dyer, Mayowe, Lord Robartes, Lucie 
Robarts, Hill, Prideaux, Scawen, Valentine, Lord Warwick, Sir 
Walter Devereuxj, Lord Lincoln, Holies, Wyan, Mrs. Blount, Hobartt, 
&c, &c. 

11. <l 
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Steward jof-f self, expects the impbiment of that Talent 
to his glorie in all these, & in that respect entertaine some 
more care about y person, to p'serve it for services to come, 
i( dwell not wholie in speculation, w^ will [not] onlie make 
yo" vs^fuD for y'self^ but for others, for the tjme to come, 
dispose jour self to action, for others hunte, for others 
hawke, for others take the benefitt of the feilds : doe it for 
me, that cannot doe it of my selfe, Sc in 70' profitt and 
advantage my satisfaction shalbe rendered. I know I need 
not counsell jou who have Abraham & the prophets ; but 
yetton[e] comminge from thedead(whob7privationknowes 
the benefitt of cxersice w^ god appoints for the recreadoa 
of man) maj have some creditt more then ordinary, to 
make some light imprefsions uppon the minde. pardon me^ 
this subiect, that I deale soe freelie w^ you in this kinde of 
entertainment; w^ yett, has soe much necesarie w%i it, 
as may both warrant & excuse. I have noe more to isend 
you for the p'sent but my love, my prayers arc ever for 
yo* Sc what there shalbe occasion and oportunide you have 
in readines all the services and prayers of 

V most faithfiill frend & brother 
J. E. 

Towerx"* Juaij 1630, ^ 
[Endorsed] x"*Junij 1630 
To M^ Knighdy. 

» *«dttt," erased. 



Digitized by 



/Google 



OF SIR JOHN ELJOT. 115 



69. Sni John £uot to Sir Beyill Grbkvili : 
June. 1630. 

havcinge w^ much affection received y' letter & ' 
y' token^ it is now tjme to give you some retume, at least 
in an acknowledgm^ of j</ &vour & my thankes ; & to 
make a Confession of my debt, beinge not in power for 
sadsfiiction i but first take my apologie for the delaie that 
has been past least y* circomstance accuse me ; that I be 
not thought fiuiltie in these minutes w^ have any relation 
to y service ; but may trulie be discerned in the Cleer* 
ne&e of that readineise w^ is owinge to y' meritt. I have 
been * all this terme kept by your Countriman Arrundell, 
in hope 8c expectation of y comminge vp» & vppon that 
deierM my writeing, but now beinge freed from that& 
havemg a safe conduct p'mised me, I cannot but tell you 
how much I ioye in y absence from this towne, though I 
grdve for die want of "f p'sence to my self, ther is nothing 
heer to jdease yo*, nothing worthie of y' view (y* Court 
beings* not w^ the Compafse of yo''spheare) imprisonm* 
is a &vour, secluding the Corruption of the tyme, w^ is 
soe epedemicall & Common that it leaves almost noe man 
vninfected, nor a safe retreat for liberde or virtue, but the 
Country. Thb is enough to commend the happines of 
Devonshire, w^ is soe fortunatelie difsituate ; but haveing 

» " kept/' erased. » «« being/' erased. 
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more exceDence by jo^ beinge, nothing can be added but 
the enTie of 70^ enemies, w^ wilbe held in Counterpoise 
by the prayers & wishes of y' frcnds, in w^ numbers are 
included the devotions of 

V servant & Brother 
J. E. 
Tovver JuAij 1630. 
[Eodoned] Jonij 1630 
ToM'. Grcnvile. 



70.' Sir Jo*n Eliot to Laby Luks : 
25' June, 1630. 
Mapam 

vppon an interest w^ S' Oliver Luke has af- 
sur*d me in yo^ &vour, I p'sume to Trouble you w** a 
charge (my daughter) w** I hope wilbe observant to yo^ 
win. I know it is a great bouldnes in me to attempt it, 
haveing noe title or meritt to p^tend, but, the knowledg 
of y' selfe, as it makes me thus p^'sume, makes Confident 
of yo** pardon, & that yo** goodnes will incline you to an 
act of soe much petie. It has a treble obiect in it ; the 
motherleise ibr yo' Charitie ; the disconsolate for "f pitde, 
the prisoner for yo' visitt ; all thefse are in hir for the ex- 
ersice of y' vcrtue, for what may be vscfiill to my fortune, 
is satisfied in hir, on whom the courtesie being done, I per- 
tidpate the benefitt. my thankes shall follow it, and are 
in preparac5n towardes y*^ haveing noe other services to 
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l^mise 70* but mj prayers, w^ shall most iaithfullie attend 
y" being devoted 

Yo' humble servant 
J. E. 

Toffer »5* Junij 1630. 

Lady Luke. 
[Endorsed] 25^ Jimij 1630. 

Toy* La. Luke. 



71. Sir John Eliot to Sir Oliver Luk£. 
25* June, 1630. 
S* 

as a testimonie of my confidence in -f love, I have 
. sent y* y' Charge, w^ I hope in all things will confbrme to 
y' instruc66ns, as I shalbe thankeAill for y^ favour, what 
pp^rtion yo' Courtesie^ will hould none cann Judge, that 
shall make the estima&6n by themselves, for though from 
diat measure, (as in my pticular) might be drawne a great 
depth of obliga£6n, this (as it standes to my affection) has 
yet more &, I must reallie profefse it, the good of them 
& the desire of their felicitie w^ whome I thus am trusted, 
haveing a greater influence on my cares then the tender o 
my selfe. nor is she least in that intention, w^ comes now 
to kifse your handes ; but as an obiect for the heigth of y*" 
Qiaritie I send hir ; as a meanes to take it & Convey it 
vnto me, whose prayers must answeare for the satisfiiction 

* <« cann,** erased. 
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of that debt; haveinge neither power nor pofsibilide to 
acquitt it . I know not what b1>ertie I may have to see 
you of w^ 70* spedilie shall hear, if it please god to make 
me master of my selfe my tongue shall remember what 
now may be forgotten ; if not^ my penne shall have that 
office, to tell you in what condicSn I am 

Y' servant 

J. E. - 

Tower 15* Juxiij 1630. 

O. Luke. 
[Endorsed] 25* Junij 1630 

To S' Oliver Luke. 



72. Sir John Eliot to Mrs. Langworthy. 
2* July, 1630. Of the children. 

Good Cosbn • - 

haveing not the libertie my selfe to be p'sent w^ my 
litle ones; I p^sumM by this mefsenger to desire they might 
remainew^ in your veiw. since yo' kinde acceptance ic con* 
sent vnto that motion, it has pleas'd god to send asickenet 
to them, by w^ their number is now shortned, & my care 
beinge the more narrowlie contracted, cannot become 
lefse to those that are. I shall therefore take that benefit 
of y' favour^^ send them to * their M'**, on whome I 
desire yo^ eye may be soe cast to see them in fitt order, 

» " yoV' enicd, and " w* yo'^ left un^rtfcd 1 " on " it speUed 
"one.'* 
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for w^ I have appointed all things w^ may be necefsarie 
for their vse, & such servantes as y^ shall thinke con- 
venienty wherein yo' direction will carefullye be observed 
& I shall acknowledg it a great obligacSn of yo' love^ in 
correspondence of which I will ever rest 

Y' most afiectionate kinsman 

J. E. 

Tower »• Julij i6jo 
[Endoned] %• Julij 1630 

To M™ Langworthie. 



73. Sui John Eliot to Knightley: 5* July, 1630. 
Reports of his 'enlargements/ 

sv 

had I hot a more necefsary attendance heer, I could 
make a iorney into the Country, to learne, what newes 
concem'd my selfe. I hear soe many waies from thence 
of my freedome and enlargm* as makes me almost doubtfull 
in what {dace I am, & whit[h}er my condiS&n be not separate 
from my person, if thefse rumo'* have intended^ a libertie 
of mynde, then *tis true, I have i^ though not as a raritie 
or a stranger, haveing I thanke god, at noe time been w^out 
it. but other libertie I know not, haveing soe litle interest 
in hir masters, that I expect noe service from hir. the other 
reports yo* hear of those things w^^are relative to this, are 
built on like foimdations : sand is the best materiall the[y] 
rest on, the many fancies of the multitude, & what fabridce 

* " any,** erased. 
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cann be rested on that ground yo** judgment will determine. 
the scope I have does sadsfie, haveing the whole world, & 
more before me, & in that there is variede of recreation : 
health being allowed me for a fellow and companion, what 
more may be desir'd but a ^'tecrion against envie, in w^ 
privacie secures me ' from aU others, & yo** love gives me 
confidence of y' selfe for w** I rest 

Yo' most aflFectionate firind & Brother ' " ' 

^ J- E. 

Tower 5*Julij 1630. 
[Endoned] 5* Julij 1630 . 
. To M' KnightKe 



74. Sir. John Eliot to Sia Oliyeii Luke: 
y July, 1630. 
S* . 

though yo*^ last direction was mistaken you may 
now know wher to finde me. my businefse & imploy- 
mehtes heer I hope will excuse me that I waite not on yo* 
thb summer, but if y" have occasion to Commaund me any 
thinge in.the Tower I am readie to serve you : soe farr I 
enioy the fredom w^^ y* have given me in the Countrye. 
The other duties w^ are owing to yo' merrittes I must praie 
you by proxie to accept, & that I inioyne my daughter to 
performe. In hir y* have my visittes, in hir yo* have my 
thanlces, for the muldtude of yo' fovours; & what for 
hir is due must be acknowledg'd by hir selfe, ther beinge 

• 1 word era»ed. 
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noe power in me but for the memorie of the debL Lett 
my service be p^sented to jo^ lady, whose handes I kilse, 
& in all faithfuUnes doe rest 

yo' mosi affectionate frend 

J. E. 

Tower 5«* Jul/ 1630. 
[Endorsed] 5"» Julij 1630 
To S' Oliver Luke. 



75. Sir John Eliot to John Hampdin: 
. 20* July, 1630. 

Tidings from without bare reached the prisoner, and his heart is 
' stirred within him ^ jtx are there jets of gentle humour. 

s« 

' After y' pleasure in the Countrey it may be some 
entertaynment to yo' leasures to hear from yo** poore 
frende. in the tower > & in that hope as ^ one whom y' 
love has soe intitled, I doe now p'sume to make this 
addrefse vnto y* though noe other subiect be before me ; 
then a desire to draw some intelligence from yo'self. its a 
great want I have had, for the aisurance of yo^ health ; 
nor cann I be affected w* small care for a thing soe 
precious, thinke not ds in complement I tell it y*, I 
^fefse it*s truth, that both the reason & estimation are soe 
great; as if y* be not tender of yo'self, y*«hall not faile to 
answear it as an infinite iniurie to me« I have noe newes 

» "in,'' erased. 
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to give y" but the bappines of this place, w** is soc like a 
paradise that ther is none to trouble vs but our selves, all 
Gompanie is gone, but some bookes U the records. & that 
opportunitie which multitudes have sought for, I have frely 
given me. Yett some faces we may see if ther be con- 
stancie in the windes ; there is now certainly appointed vs 
a new leiftenant of the tower, ther wantf only a qualifica- 
tion • of the man by an act of denization, w^ is p'paringe ; 
ii that done, w^ is^ p'mised to morrow, we then expect 
that worthy instrument S^ William Balfbrd ; so much 
were the antients short of the wisedomes of these tymes 
that we studdie not the iittnes of the places, for the men ; 
but haveing made o** choise then doe give the man an apt* 
nes for the place, besides this to come, some late faces we 
have seen w^ in themselvs & the occasion are remarkable. 
Amongst the other rarities of this sphear ther is newUe heer 
expoft'd some j^te of the iewells to be seene, the ffbnte the 
Prince was christned in tn such others to that spectacle h'ke 
a white howse the doves ' repaire, & everie daie has varietie 
of admirers } w^ the rest, & I think not much behinde the 
first, ther was a blinde man a preacher so much forgettfuU 
of his callinge & condicSn that tis not easilie resolvM 
whither he did more wonder or were wondered at. the 
truth in fact I build not on the incertaintie of tradition, 
both seeing & knoweing of the man. but y* will say what 
pleasure to ^ a blinde man in the glorie of an obiect ? what 

• «* only,'* erased. • " doe,'' erased. 
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beude cann delight him that hath not sence to see it? I 
know not ; but in him I see a true Character of the world : 
& if example prove, surely he is Justifiable in this, the 
greater giveing authorise to the lefse, the like & more 
being generally done by all men, by most w*out p'iudicc, 
I may saie ; who is not taken w^ false riches ? who does 
not Idolatrize proud honors ? who covets not the corrupt 
theatres of imploiment 8c travelk not in the expectation 
& admiration of these things ? what doe these differ firom 
the spectacles of a blinde man i what more vse or advan- 
tage cann they give? cann we see any benefitt they 
reflect, naie cann we touch it w*^ the true p'ccption of the 
sowle ? sure ds rare to find it, & in the comon afTectadons 
f that doe move even the ends |)'pos*d doe checke the ex- 

pectadon of aU good ; when vanity is the pointe of our 

Idesignes what lefse then vanity cann we thinke it that is 
but the meanes Be pafsage to that pointe ? the end y" know 
is the pfecdon of the work^ Sc if that be vanity what 
more may be conceav'd of what, but leades towardf it? 
surely the same ignorance & blindnes w^ this man had in 
' sence, moste men have in minde, Sc vnderstandinge ; they 

labour in the affection of those obiects w^ are not pper to 
i; their faculties : that they seeke ' wch b not vsefuU to 

t them ; or, (if they bring it to that aptnes) in the vse, cor- 

\ rupts them, but I extend this occasion of intelligence too 

^ farr, I have made my superstrucdon to wide on this small 

[ ground, y* must ^jdon the liberde I take, w** by way of 
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intercourse to yo* gives me the boldnes to saie any thing, 

lett it excuse me that I have now done, Sc further cease to 

trouble y*, resdnge 

Yo^ most fiithfiiU frend 

^ - J.E. 

thiiike not y' papers arc forgotten, they 
have beene long in preparation, but hy 
reason of the imperfectnefs of the copies, 
take much time ic trouble, yet ere long 
they wilbe ready. , ^ 

%o Jullj 1630. 
[Bndorscd] 10 Julij 1630 
. To Mr, Hampden. - 



76. Sir John Eliot to Sol Olivbk Luks: 
. July 23, 1630. 
-S* 

I have expected a while what occasion would p^sent 
it selfe for intelligence, that thereby I might have some* 
thinge more to give j^ then my thankes > but whither it 
be the Consideration of y* tyme, to know that that*s 
enough ; or the calmenefse, or dubefse ofthesedaies, that 
makes them le(se pregnant then the former, ther is such a 
quiet & securitie ; that the greatest news we have is how 
wee-eate or sleep, w^ I thanke god, b in a contynuall 
meriment & feast, they say wee are shortlie to have a 
new leiftenant of the Tower & I beleeve he is certainly 
designed but there wants an act of denization to make him 



. Digitized by 



Google 



I 



OF SIR JOHN ELIOr. 1*5 

fitt he bcinge a Stranger, S' William Balfbrd, & that 
being dene w^ is now in agitation, be -is presently to be 
lookt for. other rarities ther are not on this side ^ the 
Court i what motions are in that sphear my perspective 
will not reach, or if it make any thinge in litle, tis soe 
excellent, as it corrupts my sense, I cannot know or 
iudge it. onlie I maie w^ bouldnelse exprefse my self to 
you w^ in all things I shall doe mostreally and aiFectionatly 
as devoted 

Yo' faithfull frind & servant 

J. E. 

Julij »j« 1630 
[Endorsed] as'^Julij 1630 
To S*" Oliver luke. 



77. Sir John Eliot to Capt. Thomas Godfrey: 
,2* August, 1630. 

' the saifty of this conveyance p^vents all excuse 
ic though I wrote not, his p'scnce were a letter, a larg 
remembrance he is, Sc I hope y* soe will take him, from 
!. me, who wantcing better interrcst, yett, thus may send 

f^ him vnto y*. he is likewise a jpcell of intelligence, soe great 

I a ncwcs, as I thinke y* could meet w** nothing stranger 

» & soe fill! of the knowledge of the tyme as y" have all 

I things else in him, soe that in allots he is the exactnefse 

r . & ^fecdon of a letter, to him therefore I have comitted 



' i 
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all * the offices of my love, hb duty is to see }r" & to serve 
y* in those parts ; and if ther be any imployment for y" 
heer of w^ I might be worthy, his care must be to intimate 
the occasion & I shall endeavour, in the rest he has vnder- 
taken likewise for me* to kifse the hands of jr' good Lady 
& to make hir an acknowlcdgm* of my debt, y* have my 
prajrers for sadsfacc&n ; Sc when there shalbe opportunity 
for nK>re my selfe. 

Y"" servant 
' J. E. 

s* August 1630 
[Endorsed] x* August 1630 

ToMr. Godfiy. 



78. Sm John Euot to Sir Oliver Luke : 
■ 10* August, 1630. 

by diis tyme y» see the errors of f intelligence^ w** 
it may be was grounded vpon the words and outside, but 
had noe light of the inside Sc meaninge. of our Masters. 
ther are yett many things to come before the opportunity 
y" look't for, & tyme has a great worke of j/paration, if it 
be feasable^ to fitt it seife for that ; much may be p'tended 
in the mean while & phaps some quicke exprefsions may be 
made, but to delude not satisfie i the current runns against 
it, and though some aer move it supficially as the waves ; 

* «* my,*' emed. » " likewise,'' erased. 
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ds' not natural!, the depth & streame goe otherwise, ic 
carry altbings to their iaU, yett our hope & expectation is 
the same, -f present comes soe well at all points, as besides 
the woodman & the Cooke it commendf the Carrier, we 
want but some returne to answear it ;'the acceptation, as 
our thankes, is free ; takeing it for an instance of j' bountie, 
by w^ our service is ingag-d merrily to eate it ; & my 
neighbour leaveing his hawker, does mean to fly himself at 
this. £For the instruccSn of my daughter Be(se in musicke, 
^as y* are pleased to let downe "f thoughts to that pticular, 
I cannot but w^ the acknowledgm* of y love, gladlie 
imbrace the occasion, and if ther may be w"*out Y trouble 
that advantage given hir, I would not have hir to neglect 
it. what entertainment the teacher shall merit, shalbe given 
him \ & if ther want instruments or any things from hence, 
vpon notice it shalbe p'sently p'vided. rep^'scnt my humble 
service to Y Lady, ic afsure hir though other abilities are 
not w^ me that in my prayers I serve hir, & shalbe ever 
Y most faithfuU fnnd 

J- E. 

Tower »■• August 1630. . ^ 

[Endorsed] X"* August 1630 
To S' Oliver luke. 
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79. Sot John Eliot to Sir Bevill Grekvilb: 
17* Augutt, 1630. 

S* 

the consent between my condition ic the tjrme^ is a 
full ^ excuse for my seldome writeinge, ther beinge not, (as 
I dare not be a relater if ther were) any thing that's newes, 
such matter beinge to me, as fire was to the Satire more 
dangerous then pleasant I have only my ould aiFection 
still to serve yo* : w^ I hope needes not these expref- 
sions ; that aisurance being given y' in such * Characters, 
as cannot be obliterat. the p^sent occasion -f comandes me, 
is for the satisfacc&n of S** Henrye Bowrcheir, who has 
much importun'd me to know whether y" would be pleas'd 
to dq)art agairie w^ Londey either in fee or lease, he seemes 
to have a great desire of it, & if y*^ intend that waie, I * 
bdeeve be wilbe drawne to a faire price, what answear y* 
direct me I shall give him & if ther may arise from hence 
any advanti^ vnto y* I shalbe readie to improue it w^ the 
best endeavours of 

Y frinde & Brother 



J, E. 



p'sent my service to y*" good Lady &tell her 
though the pversnefse of my ffortune will 
not sufier me to kifse hir handes at Stowe, 



" " of/' enied. » *• tfkurtncc," erased. 
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yet I hope hxr sweetnes does deserve so kinde 
a husband as will sometymes shew hir Lon* 
don & then I may crave the happines to 
see hin 

Tower 17* August 1630. 
[Endorsed] 17* August 2630 
To M' Grenvile. 



80. Sir John Eliot to John Hampden: 
20** August, 1630. 
S» 

your mefsenger giveinge me oportunity by hb staie 
I cannot but retume y" some short exprefsion of the great 
pleasure I conceave in the occurrence of y' letters, w^ 
have enough both of businefs & intelUgence, in the inti- 
maSdn of y' health & name, our frend in Bedfordshire I 
heard from yesterday & by him knew of j<f being ther ; 
in whose love my sadsfac^n is soe great, that but by yo** 
example, it could not be ^ reparrallerd, the confidence I have 
in him, being like my afsurance in y^ selie,cleer ic vndoubted* 
wherein, as I am taken w^ the admiracon of yo^ virtues, 
your Charities, in tending the distrefsed, I can not but 
wonder to see it tum*d this way, to one that cannot meritt 
it ; for though, in truth, that does appropriate the obiect, 
in fact| it is soe contrary* to the tyme, as it will seem a 
Soladsme ; but it may be to give pfection to the worke. jr* 

* ".compsrible,'' erased, • " w**,** erased. 
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intend j(/ silence shall secure you : that may not be, my 
acknowledgments must prevent it, & if the single reason of 
ji/ owne goodnes will not serve, to have moved in these 
intentions, it must then come from an emulation of jr^selves 
contending to more excellence. I am not fitt to reconcile, 
that am the vnhappie subiect of, this strife; nor doe I 
thinke it cann p'ceed to victory ; yett conquest wilBe. cer- 
tainly to both, this I cann warrant you (besides that better 
purchase) gaininge me though of noe value, yett 
yc/ most fiuthfull & affectionat frinde 

J. E, 

Tower za^ August 1630, 
[Endorsed] August xx^ 1630 
To Mr. Hampden. 



81. Sm. Johh Eliot to Mrs. Corbet: 
24* August, 1630— faith and love. 

Sweet Mrs. Corbett 

I am much ioyed to hear of yo^ good health, Sc as 
the afsurance of y' favour taken from myhe owne hopes, 
has sdn afiected me; this tesdmonie w^ comes from y 
exprefsion, has such an influence, that it fills me, w^ de- 
light 3 soe as I have noe app'hension of restraint but in 
the wante of soe much h'bertie as might cartie me to y' 
p'sence. In all things else but that, I pddpate w^ my 
frendes, I have noe power to visitt them but ' by letters, 
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nor much confidence in that, in other things the Com- 
munitie is equall i I have the same daie & nights, as vsefuU, 
& not longer ; the same aer, & element^ , of the same 
temper, if not better ; the same sunn ic moone & Starrs 
giveinge the same lights, & seasons in their courses ^ the 
«mie god I have, who gives direction to all these, and in his 
merde makes them as serviceable, as comfortable to me^ as 
to the greatest, the richest of his creatures : y* communide 
is not barr'd me, to inioy his fiivour heer whose strength 
Sc power b everywhere, he has been hitherto mj {^*tecc6n, 
& in his owne tyme, wilbe hereafter my deliverance, my 
duty is to attend vpon his pleasure ; w^ I hope, he will 
enable me fiuthfully to pforme, his {evidence guides the rest, 
through w^ conducSSn I doubt not but I shall most cer- 
tainly be rendred free to my irendes, or him ; as he appoints 
in order my indeavours for their good, if soe weake an 
instrument may be vsefull ; or the felicitie or happines of 
his servant, w^ dependf not on this life, the litle flocke I 
have, has the same Sheapheard, whose care p^serves vs all ; 
they are now, as in the wildemefse, exposed to the violence 
of these tymes, ic sharers in my fortunes, yett still kept by 
him ; one* has been shortned in their number ic the rest 
latelie visited w^ sicknes but restored againe, they now rest 
vnder the shadowe of his mercies, who I hope will yett 
feed them in his green pastures^ Sc lead them forth besides 
the waters of comfort, to whose pteccSn I must leave 
them, my praiers conteine the whole office I cann doe 
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diem, and are in genendl my whole duty to my frendes ; 
w^ I must desire y" likewise to accept from 
Y most affecdonat servant 

J. E. 

Towcr» LoodoQ 
S4* August 1630. 

[Endoncd] «4* August 1630 
To M** Corbctt. 



82. Sdl Johm Euot to Sir Ouvti. Luu: 
25^ August, 1 630, 

tke deadnefse of this place i/ventf all occasion of 
inteHigenoe^ & we are soe vnactive of our selves, as we are 
hardlie capable of the knowkdg of what is done by others, 
ffiune saies that the ffirench forces have had some late succefse 
in Savoy, & that the Spanish enterprises take more then 
thier wanted downes ; {^ticulais are mentioned, but of noe 
moment ; the truth consists in letters, and those are to all 
tymes aoe serviceable in their language as may answear aD 
occasions, that I coniefie w^ me, they have small creditt, & 
are more'easilie forgotten then reported, of my feUow 
prisoners being w^ you, I meane in Bedfordshire as of the 
companie went w^ him, I heard before Y niefsage,^ and 
am now in -a doubtfiill expectation of what more, its true, 
he has a good while, ic it maie be on good reason, forborne 
to see the Tower^ but I hope it is not in neglect of his 
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poore frendes^ who afiectionatelj doe wishe him not to neg- 
lect himselfe. j^ are neer the Sceane where that stone is 
now acted^ & may by observac6n have discovery of the 
paisages. I shalbe glad to know that my feares are but in 
vaine. y^ afsurance in that pointe will much please me, at 
least the intercourse will make some compensation for my 
trouble, if things should sorte amifse ; and y' happineis 
shall give me satisfaccSn, for w^ I pray & rest 
j^ faithfuU frend & servant 

J.E. 

Tower If* August 1630 
[Endorsed] »5* August 1630 
To S' Oliver luke. 



83. The same to the same. 

haveing since the receipt of y' letters & remem- 
brance had tyme to Consider of the favour, w^ in them & 
many othera y* have exprest, I must now retume my 
acknowledgm* ic thankes that have noe other payment for 
the debt, newes wehave nonetogive youof w**Idare p''sume 
to be relater. manie things are caric^ in the aer 3 whereof 
there is lefse truth then expectation, our frend Hampden 
being heer I doubt not but he will speedily salute either 
by himselfe or his letters, & then you cannot faile of what 
intelligence is worthy, whose indeavours are a p'vention to 
mine, he has now given an interruption to these by his 
p'sence at the Tower, ic Comandes me to make a p^'senta* 
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tion of his service^ w^ haveing done in some hast Idfsing -f 
handes I rest 

"f most affectionat firend 

J. E. 
Sept x^ idso. 

[Endoned] s** Septemb' 1630. 
To S' OKver Luke. 



84* Sir Jorn Eliot to Cap^ Thomas Godfrey : 
ai"* Sepf,, 1630. 
S' 

the satisfac66n w^ -f letters give me^ must be 
measur'd by my love, w** I assure jr* is such, as I cannot 
well exprdse, but if there were occasion, tts w^ut all 
limitte» ic 7* have not a fuller poiselsion of y' selfe, then 
a free command o£F me. I ioy in y' health, Sc shall praie 
for the Contynuance, haveing ffit of mj happines in that, 
to know at diis distance, y* are welly w^ when god pleases 
by a neerer inteUigence I may gather, the straie sheep (if I 
may not call him lost) w^ b now broken into y' pastures 
(mistake I not the condio&n he is in) has more scope then 
libertie and is not fttdng for himselfe. his price is^ already 
treated, ic the markett after michaelmas. what ftvour then 
he has in these crops of the daisie & the liliie lett his owne - 
wisedome iudge, as whether he may glorie in this walke. 
I hear of many removes he makes, ic (but that adventures 
are not incident) I should suppose it to be* astorieofsome 
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errant knight, some Quixote, or other such famous vnder* 
taker; but finding nothinge besides traveU to occurr, a 
continuall motion Sc circulation w^out end, that resem- 
blance gives me some anxietie Sc doubt whether a new 
forme be not given, to the oiild wanderinge Jew ; or o^ 
acquaintance past by transmigration into him ; jctt in 
what name or shape, or condic6n he be extant commend 
me to the gentleman ; tc if y*cann, reduce by y' counsel], 
if y° finde him capable of advise. I fear he may misleade 
his leader, & then instead of one there wilbe more delin- 
quentf & the great punishment of either, we heer are 
w*out that danger, as wee are w*Sn the pale w** they have 
broken & soe are the masters of more safety though o** 
pleasures may seeme lefse. yett in this wee doe not envy 
them, ic only crave that favour at their handes that they 
turn not that weapon vpon vs. p^sent my service to jr' lady, 
& as you see them to all our worthie frendes in Lincoln- 
shire. I have now a greater admiraSSn of that country 
then before, when a man dare venture his necke to visitt 
i^ & in that respect could gladly be a witnefse of that 
paradise, w^ if opportunitie be given me, I shall readilie 
indeavour in affection to kifse jr^ handes, being devoted 

"f firend Sc servant 

J.E. 
Tower London %t Sept. 1630 

[Endoned] 21* Sept. T630 
To Mr. Godfrey. 
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85. SiE John Eliot to John Hampden : 
4** October, 1630. 
S* 

the Contynuall p^sence of j' love Contradicts anie 
thinge that can be said, or thought of fbrgettfuUnes or 
ne^ect. vpon that subiect in the ^ticular 7* mention I 
conceave ther b noe oportunitie, but silence, tc expect'on 
for a while ; the new treade being driven to that period, 
as must either produce somethinge worthy laughter or 
open the difference of agents, & soe cause a reflection on 
the former, however we must know, that diey saile but by 
their owne Compafse, or nuher tied their course, Sc have 
noe esteemaSSn of our windes« wee may be breathinge in 
their waie, jphaps retard them when they are makeinge 
neerer vnto vs,or divert their indinacdns, if they sbaD thinke 
wee are descendinge vnto them ; but to hasten them beyond 
their owne reasons, Sc necefsides, if I mistake not, has more 
of impoisibiUde, then hope, & is a dificulty of too great 
adventure for my frends. they are yet serious in entertayn* 
ments, & have noe leasure for their busines ^ when they dis- 
solve those cares, wee shall ere longe see the ifsue of their 
plaie, Sc then if we think fitt we may beginn our game; in 
the meane tyme if ther occurr anie thinge for j^ knowledge, 
I shall give intelligence. & so kiisinge y^ handes I rest 

Y** most faithfuU frend 

J.E. 

Tower London 
4* October 1630 
[Endorsed] 4* octobr 1630 
To M^ Hampden. 
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86. Sir John Eliot to Sir Oliver Lukb : 
13** October, 1630. 
S* 

I have nothinge to retume y^ in exchange for aD 
-f £ivours^ but my tbankes. the secrecie or dulnes of these 
tymes, gives vs only expcctac8n, not for the better, the 
vioU beinge preparinge w^ calamitie, & misfortune, ic 
when tis fiill^ we shall have it powred vpon vs. the p'sent 
fear of the sickenes, does encrease, & it's doubted, will 
cause a totall declininge of this terme. a great deadnefse it 
makes in London, they say (for y* may guefse I am noe 
wittnes) in the heat, ic extremide of the last sicknes it 
was not more, nor lefse resorte of people, nor lefse tradinge. 
yett my tzade I thanke god keepes vp, w^ is prayer Sc 
meditation, wherein I doe daily sacraiice for my &ends, 
haveinge y* hapfHnes in a cheife remembrance^ as 
Y' most affectionat servant 

' J-E. 

Tower London 13^ octol/ 1630 

[Endorsed] oaob^ 13^ 1630 
To S' Oliver Luke, 



87. Sir John Eliot to Richard Jambs, B.D. : 

7** Nov., 1630. 
S* 

next y'self y* letters are most acceptable, w** be- 
sides the evidence of y** love, gives me afsurance, JcintelU- 

II. T 
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gence of y bemg, wherein I have an implicac6n of y 
health, it is now Tlrme w^ vs, & all our studie is enter- 
tainment our Logicke, our Rhetoricke^ our Philosophic is 
but the contemplation of acquaintance, distinction of 
frends; repetition of impertinendes, how this mans wife * 
5c that mans daughter (for the weaker are most car*d for) 
5c tothers neighbour does, wherein the expectation is not 
what shall be replied, but how it is accepted. John Selden 
returned on thursdaie last to the gatehouse, & for a wel- 
come, he, & his fellow jfsoners, are put to close restrainte^' 
ic thor keeper for the licence he has given them, fin'd a 
hundred powndes ic Committed to the Marshallsey : what 
the iisue wiVbc we know not, pchance it is but a Storme 
before a sunnshine & this doud beinge over, the heavens 
mzy be deer : but I make it neither a iudgment or coniec- 
ture, haveing not consulted w** ou' Pjrthoncfse ; y* knowe 
the virtue that it meettes w^ vj^n w^ noe impre&ion 
cann be made, wee heer are in a deep tranquilitie ; not 
troubled if not forgotten, the gate 5c walls onely doe 
lenst vs ; aD the rest is ours. 5c I, as I have alwaies been 
profost am stiU 

y affectionate frend 

J. E. 
Tower londoA 

y* Nevembr. 1630. 

[Endorsed] 7* Norembr 1630 

To M^ James. 
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88* Sir John Eliot to his 8on Richard : 
7* Nov., 1630. 
Richard 

that jr^ studies may not want occasion^ if my 
letters doe import it I shall often soUicit 7* as now« to the 
intention of that worke, hopeinge more often by that 
meanes to hear againe from j^, for till the last convejrance 
I had noe litle doubt, after soe longe a silence, where y* 
were, or whether y* were or noe, but now y* paper has 
resoIvM me, w^ some sadsfacc^n to my hopes, that the 
reflection of jr^ vermes, will in time aflfbrd me both 
comfort, ic confidence ; comfort in y happines and good, 
5c confidence against all accident ffbr as my hopes soe 
my feares have their cheife place in y* (]r" & y' brother, for 
those two I make but one, in respect of the spiritt, & 
affection that does guid them, ic that vnitie w^ I trust, 
shall alwaies be between y*) who, as in order ic expecta- 
S6n y* are firs^ are likewise the greatest obiect of my care, 
the succefse of w^, will stand for a patteme, ic predicc6n 
to the rest, therefore y* must indeavor to make this 
p'sident exact, that shall have transition to others ; ic not 
to frame it to the Common modells of the tyme but con* 
tiariimi mundo iter intendere like the primum mobile ic 
first Sphear, though the whole world, the generallitie of 
men, as the lefse orbs, make their revoluc6ns irregular ; jr* 
lett y' motions have that regularitie ic fullnefse as noe 
others maie impeach them, but rather incline to the^ 

^ '' alteracoo,** semi erased. 
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attraction of j' goodneise, &, as ad raptum be drawne to 
that example. In fbis case« it will not be enough^ w^ 7* 
[to] p^tend to abandon some acquaintance, but to leave all 9 
I meane the pleasure of sociede that esca malorum^ as 
Cicero caOs it, & to retire wholie to y'selfe. virtue is 
more rigid then to be taken w^ delights ; those vanities 
she leaves, for those she scomes hir selfe. her pathes are 
arduous, and rough, but exceDent, yea, pleasant to those 
that once have past them, honor is a concomitant they 
have to entertalne them in their iomej ; naie it becomes 
their servant ; 5c what is attended by all others those that 
travell in that waie have it to waite one them. & this 
effect of virtue has not as in the vulgar acceptation ; its 
dweUinge on a hiQ, it crowds not in the multitude i but 
extra conspectum, as Seneca saies, beyond the Coroon 
jaotpcctf for what is familiar is cheape ; Sc those things 
ahvaies in greatest admiraSSn w^ are least seene ; the desire 
giveing lustre to the obiect. maius 6 lonquinquo reverentia 
saied Tacitus^ all glorie is heightened by the distance, not 
of place, but tyme. that it is rarely seene, makes it more 
glorious & admirable, w^ w^out a wante, Sc expectation 
would be lost at least neglected, as a Prophett is not 
honored in his* Countrie.' applie this then vnto y^selfe 
for we may compare Mantua w*^ Rome, would y* have 
esrimac6n amongst men (for honor is noe other) ther are 
two waies to gaine it, virtue and privacie, and y* latter 

• «*<mne,'' ensed 

* « lyut more acceptable w^ strangers,** semi erased. 
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is an inducement to the former^ for privacie is the oneUe 
nurse of Studdies. Studdie of virtue therefore for virtue 
or honors sake, what is most happie for j'selfe or most 
pretious w* others, retire, that it may follow y* j follow not 
that w^ flies when its pursued, for shadowes ic honor are 
in that qualitie ahke if not the same. But I doubt there 
are shadowes of those shadowes that are followed; 
somethinge lefse then honor, while the substance & virtue 
is neglected: how comes it else that y^ Tutor should com- 
plaine 7* are carelefse & remifse ? it cannot be wher ther 
is true affection there should be indiligence, & neglect ; 
when studie is dedinM the desires are alienated from the 
virtue, for noe end is attained w^out the meanes ; & the 
neglect of y* shewes a diversion from the other, if it be 
since my last, I must resume my feares, that (though y' 
owne iudgm^ did not guide y') my cautions should be lost, 
if it should be heareafter, when that advise, these reasons 
and the Command and authoritie of a ffather (a ffiitHer 
most indulgent to the happines of his ChQd) w^ I now give 
y", to redeeme the tyme is spent ; toredeeme the studdies 
y* have mist } naie to redeeme y'selfe, who are ingag'd to 
danger in that hasard & adventure : if these make noe 
imprefsions, & those must be read in the Characters of y' 
Course ; if thc[y] worke not an alteracSn, if they cause not 
a new diligence & intention, an intcnc6n of y^sclie, an in- 
tention of y' obiect, virtue j an intention of the meanes, 
Y studdie, & an exact intention of y' tyme to improve it 
to that end ; I shall then receave that wound, w^^ I thanke 
god, noe enemie could give me, sorrow & affiction of the 
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minde, & diat from him from whom I hop't the Contrsurie, 
but I tdQ hope, & the more confidently for the promise 
w^ j' letters have afsur'd me. lett h be bettered in 
pformance by Y ^^ure care, & diligence^ w^ shalbe 
accompanied w^ the prayers & blefsing of 

Y' most loveinge father - 

J- E. 

Tower Loadoo. 7* Noremli' 1630. 
[Endorsed] 7* Novembr 1630 
To R. EUot. 



89. Sia John Eliot to Capt. Thomas 
Godfrey: 8** Nov., 1630. 
S* 

I have had this dale a double happinefse by the 
accefsion of y' letters and y' frends : & beinge parted now 
from them, I cannott but p^sentlie returne my selfe to y*. 
its a great share y" have in me, even all if y* commaund it^ 
& not to give it some exprefiion were to transgrefse both 
gratitude U love. I am confident I have had "f prayers' 
for all that I inioye, & it's too much not to be acknow-^ 
ledg'd. what y* have given me in -f selfe is soe much 
aboue all meritt, that I have nothinge to requite it, but "f 
like prayers it wishes : for the retribution of my selfe more 
then is imported in affection ; is soe vaine and vselefse, as 
it is vnworthy -f acceptance & I would not have that 
affinite w^ complement to offer what I have not abilitie to 
perfbrme : but thus much I afsure (& I hope for better for 
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worse y" will reccave it) that what I am I am wholie j^ 
ic rcadie on all occasions to exprefse me 

Y most faithfiill frend 

Tower London 
f* Novembrit 1630 

.[Endorsed] 8* Novembr 1630 
To M' Godfrey 

90. John Moyle to Sut John Eliot: 
II* Nov., 1630. 
Right worthy 

& Beloved S**. I shall intreate a courtesie att your 
handes ; your tenant John Rode of South Bake tooke a 
reversion^ or a farther estate of one whole tenim^ in South 
Bake ; & of halie a Tenim^ in windon w^ he held of you 
(as of your maimour of Cuttenbeake for terme of his life) 
for w^ he was to pay att certayne dayes 160^ whereof he 
has payd 41^ & in pte of paym^ of some pte of ye rest of ^ 
the monney w^ he was to pay you, as likewise* in pte of 
paym* of a debt of 90^ w^ he owed vnto Laurence Prynn^ 
he was * constrayned to sell his right in Windon vnto one 
Troute of Caricoue, who vppon my vndertaking, in ye 
behalfe of John Rode, y* he should have his coppie according 
to his agrem^ att Alholantide, ddt w^ hym, & has giuen 
in security vnto Laurence Prynn afores^ for 50' w^ Rode 

* a woid erased. * " to,** erased. 

• " contented,** erued. . 
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did owe jesajd Prjnn^ tc for w^ ye sajd Rode was then 
sued. Sc since enterM into ye sayd grownd, and has bestowed 
greate charge in sanding and manuring itt ; Sc did likewise 
according to bis agreem^ tender -att the Court before Albo- 
landdde sucb money as be was then to pay, w^ was 15' 
and was then ready to giue in sufficient security for 35' more. 
But Rode by meanes y* one Harvy of North Hill, w***.5hould 
bave marryedw^his kinswoma came not foortb according 
to promise w* bis money, att ye sayd Court Troute could 
not bave bis coppie, as I promisM bym. wherevppon Mr* 
Mayowe ye Steward willM Rode to * come att ye next 
court after Albolandde, tc to bring bis money ic security, 
promising bym y* be then should bave bis coppies botb for 
Windon (w** be bad sett oG vnto Troute) one w** he was 
to bave to bymselfe 3 liues whomsoever he would nomi- 
nate (insteede of those w*** were on bis agrecm*) for South 
Bake be was to bave bymselfe, Sc his wife^' John Trussell 
Sc Alice Tnifsell his sisters sonn Sc daughter ; be bad liberty 
granted bym by ye agreem* to change John Trufsell but 
not Alice. Now att ye court appoynted after Alhdlantide 
be came ; but being againe iayl'd w^ all by the sayd Harvy, 
He requested me being then att ye court to disburse for 
bym ye money w^ be was tben to pay w^ was 22* Sc 
fartberto giue security for ye rest of ye fine j w**in regarde 
of my ingagement formerly made vnto Troute for his copie 
I was contented to doe ; Sc did proffer your servant M"* 
Hill ye money y* was then due Sc sufficient security for ye 

^ a woid emed ' ** bis,"^ erased. 
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rest -f yt ssLjd Rode was to pay ; in lew of w^ I was to 
have ye. two liues in reversion of hym Sc his wife, but in 
regarde Alice TrusscU by ye wordes of jr* agreem* was to 
stand for one of ye liues ye Steward would not venture to 
admitt of any other vntill he knew your mynde. ye two 
liues may itt please you y^ I intrud to nominate are John 
Moyle my sonn^ ic Bridgett Moyle (your mothers god 
daughter) ye difference betwixt the life y^ I would intreate 
you to change* and my daughter Bridgett is but small: my 
daughter is about 12 or 13 yeares old Alice Truisell is about 
18 or 19 att ye most ; for ye change if you please to take 
any thing I will giue you any fitting content. And even 
thus craving pardon of you for my 06 much bouldnefse in 
trobling you so much w^ this trifle^ wishing you health, & 
a speedy inlargem^ & much future serenity of fortune to 
you and all yours not forgetting myne & my wiues best 
love & service vnto you 

I Rest 
r your ever loving friend & neighbour 

Jo: Moyle: 

from Btke in S^. Germans 
this xit>» of Nofcmber 1630 '. 

[Addressed] 
To the right wor** my very loving friend' 
S' John Elyott knight att his lodging in ye 
Towre in London giue these 

[The Seal is paly of 2 coats, dexter, a 

• " ii,*' erased. * " John E,- erased. 

IL V 
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chevron charged with a crescent^ and a file 
of 3 points in chief sinister, cheeky, a chief 
^ Vaire.] 
[Endorsed] ii No?exnbr. 1630 
M''Moyle. 

91. SiA John Euot to Knichtley. 
la^ Nov., 163a 
S* . 

though I have lost somethinge of my hope in the 
expectation of yo' p'sence; yet I have a happines in the 
afsurance of yo' health w** both yo' letter and yo' mefsenger 
importe. I confeise there is soe little to invite yo^ to this 
towne, (and this place I am in has lesse) that to wish yo" 
here is but to wish y? to a punishment, and from a cahne 
to drawe yo* neere a tempest, fiindes here have noe enter- 
course w^ safetie, but what is changM onelie in affections; 
they comunicate but by thoughtes and have but the intel- 
ligences of spirittes : all their service is their praters^ and 
that yo* knowe at anie distance maie be done, the opera- 
tions being by influence, w^ favour I am confident I have 
allwaies had from yo\ and shall not hereafter be w^out it. 
there is nothrnge els I can desire (for yo' love is spoke in 
that) and for this as my obligation shalbe great, I shall 
rcpaie yo" w* the like, beinge most aflFcctunatelie devoted 
y' faithfull frind & broth^ 

J. E. 

Tofftr «»• Notemb^ 1630 
[Endorsed] si* Koyembr. 1630. 
To M' Knightly. . 
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92. Sir John Eliot to Sir Henry Marten : 

Nov. 29% 1630. 
S» 

as I have formerlie bene your suito'' for M' Valen- 
tine I must still in y'same confidence of yo' love contynue 
that desire, that yo' iusdce maie be a ^tecc6n to his cause 
depending in yo*" Co'^ ag^ the power of all opposers. yo* 
knowe hee is obnoxious to the time, and by that manie 
difficulties maie be rais'd vpon the quarrells to his pson, 
wherein yo' favo' onelie can secure him, by dispatch of his 
p'sent busines to p'vent the dangers y* maie come, w*^ dr- 
c&tance wilbe an efsentiall part of iustice, w* those re s pect s 
it is attended, and therefore I p'sume to importune it. more 
eamestlic, and to entreate that at ytf" next sitdnge yo* will 
pfitt it, w^ reallie shalbe taken as an act of yo^ affection 
exprest in pticuler to mee, and have that power & obliga- 
tion as if there were noe others. This alone should make 

mee 

yo' most fiuthfon frind & Servant 

J. E. 
Nofcmb^ S9 1630. 

[Endoned] 29 Noreml/* 1630 

To S' Hen : Marten 

93. Sir John Euot to John Moylb: 
7* Dec., 1630. See N* 90. 
S» 

I am sorrie my tenaunt Rodd should be an occasion 
of yo' trouble for the reparation of his faultes. I confefse 



Digitized by 



Google 



148 THE LETTER-BOOK 

to mee hee does but what'f [I] expected in the not pfbr- 
mance of his bargame, die doubt of w** had made mee 
aUwaies vnwilling to deak w*^ him, and the compotidon w^ 
hee had was graunted in my absence : wherefore w^ut 
pHudice to iusdce I mighte nowe insiste vpon the advaun- 
tage if yo' respect p'vaild not. but that has a greater power 
in mee therein to secure him, & not w^Standing the im- 
providence of the man to estate him where hee was, to w^ 
end inaunsweare to yo' love, I will geve order to my servante 
Hill at his retome into the Cuntrye to repaie him the 
money thatf receav'd, and soe to leave him to his old inte- 
rest of the tenemtf in w^ hee must acknowledg yo^ curtesie 
& favo** for whose sadsfacdon it is done by 

yo^ most affecdonate frind 

J.E. 
7 Dccemb" 1630 ' . 

[Badoned] j* Decemb^ 1630 
ToWfMoylc. 



94. Sir Johk Eliot to Sir Oliver Lxtkx: 
Dec' 14% 1630. 

(On Castlehaven, teeFonter, 11. 6ao.) 
S» 

I p^sume in theis dmes yo* have litde expectadon 

of good newes, but a contynewall feare of the contrarie : 

wHerein wee have an examine here amongste vs, if not too 

in for this beyond the comparison of former ages, it is the 

match of that in Tadtus, w^ he calls, miseriarum ac servidii 
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atrox exempluxn: reus pater, accusator filius, a sonne 
charging his fiither w^ such crimes -, as, if true, the reso- 
lution is not easie» whether is most ofiending against the 
lawes of god & nature, the sonne has akeadie made him- 
selfe obnoxious to that guilt seelcing hj accusation the 
death of him from whome hee had his liefe. the lather 
standes suspected, in hucty of what hees chargM w^ ; and if 
the tryall shall discover it, it's onelie pitde, that he has 
liv'd soe longe to begett another monster, the crimes I 
feare. to name being varietie of incest & worse, the de- 
linquent the Earle of Castlehaven whoe about three daies 
since was brought hither to the Tower, and here remaines 
while the exaiac6ns maie be pfitted: these are the children 
of these daies w^ shewe the corruptions of the mother 
and if mercie to a miracle p''vent not, some Strang fatalitie 
must foUowe it. but I hope there is yet a blefsing left for 
Beniamine vpon the humiliation of his soule. the inter- 
cefsor wiU not £ule him, if hee &ile not in his confidence, 
to whose wisedome wee must leave the purgmg of his floore 
whoe in his owne time will doe it : when it is left for vs, 
our care must be but o' dependance vpon him, and .soe w*^ 
my service to yo' selfe & yo' good Ladie I rest 

yo** most fiuthfuU frind 

Decesnb' 14, 1630. 
[Endoned] 14* Decerobr. 1630 
To S' Oliver luke. 
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95* The Same to the Same. 

S* 

Havinge nothinge to retome yo* for all yo' favo" 
but my thanckes. I did hope at this time to have made that 
exprefsion by my sonnes and to have geven them yo* as 
pledges of my service^ but that opportunide being denyM 
mee by some secrett reason for their not coming to this 
towne^ w* jro* shiU have hereafter, I must crave yo' accep- 
tance for diis paper and w^ it yo' |^on for the rest, the 
Sportes & leisures of this time, devour all busines & intel- 
ligence as if the yeare & world should end togeather, and 
noe intention were beyond it. noe newes is moving, feare 
has driven out hope in those that vse reflection and for the 
rest whoe ponder not their course, their daungers are the 
greater being not discemd before hand, but all have a 
comunitie in the hazard ; if towardes the end of xpas the 
p^sent silence shalbe broken what maie be worthie of yo' 
knowledge yo* shall heare. the p'sent w^ yo* sent has en- 
tertained difise of yo' frindes, whoe often doe remember 
yo*, and for mee, I hope yo* are afsur'd, by the obligaSSn 
I acknowledg that yo' meritt cannott be forgotten by him 
that is whollie yo^ 

. J- E. 

rk. Dec 2630. 

[Endorsed] vk. Decembr. 1636 
To S' Oliver Luke. 
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96. Sir John Eliot to John Hampden: 
January 7*, 1630. 

D£A21B F&IND 

what yo* shall herein want of satisfaction for the 
doubtes yo* have conceaved, must be by yo** charide im« 
puted to the p^iudice of the time not mee» whoe cannott 
have a secrett not open to yo^ will ; nor in reserv'dnes 
should nowe not even w^ yo** comaund^ if my confidence in 
pa^[er] were as great as my affection to yo^'selfe: butldare 
not q)eake all thinges at such distance^ where there maie be 
an interception in the waie^ and I knowe my frind is not 
predpitat in his wishes : thus much therefore onelieforthe 
p^sent I will saie vntill I have the bappines to see yo% that 
the occasion w^ yo* wonder at is from hence not elswhere^ 
both sodaine & important if my reason doe not faile mee» 
cominge from the malevolence of my fortune, but I hope 
w^out a power of hurting^ to w^ the resolu66n that I 
channg'd was made but a p^ven86n. I have geven an inti- 
mation alreadie to yo' servantes at Oxford to take of all 
discouragement from theire thoughtes whoe were not by 
my direc£6n confined to the vniversitie thoughe stop'd from 
cominge hetber. want of time for p'parac6nronelie I beleeve 
kept them from yo% to whome they cannott be more de« 
sirous to presente themselues, then I am willinge of that 
purpose, wherefore not doubdnge of yo' j^on for the 
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rest vntill better opportunide I cease in some hast resting 

ever 

70' most faith fiill frind 

J.E. 

Jairaar 7* 1630. 

[Endoreed] 7* Jaaiur 1630 
To M^ Hampden. 



97* Same to Same. 
S* 

Icannottexprefsesiifficientliehowe muchlam bound 
to that free love of yo™ w^ Jus such tendcmcfie for yo' 
fiindy much kfse hope I ever to deserve it vnles 70* will 
impute the acknowledgemt for a meritt. and in diat dude, 
it is not w^out vnhappines to mee that there should be 
anie thing soe secrett as to my frind at aU times I maie 
not openlie comunicate, but I knowe w^ whose iudgement 
I doe deale, w^ secures mee against aU iealoste, and in that 
respecte I shall reserve the quarrell w^ my fortune vntill I 
next shall ^ see yo* to aunsweare yo^ affection^ w^ moves 
soe freelie to me. thus much shall serve for p^ven^n of all 
trouble, thou^ the cloud be reall & remayninge yet it im- 
putes noe daunger. the aspecte beinge not for the inducem* 
of an evilly but for the checke aAd opposition of some good, 
w^ the divine power determines, and can tume malevo* 
knee into vse. this I hope wiU satisfie yo"* p'sent expecta* 
tick, as it must make a confeision of my debt, the trans- 

* ** mcetc yo%'* erased. 
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cript w*** yo" mention is at j(/ wiD, wherein yo* maie have 
confidence having the disposition of the owner to comaund 
in all thats his, w^ stands referred to yo' discretion that is 
sufficient caution ic securitie for 

J. E. 

Jan. 13* 1630 

[Endorsed] 13* Januar 1630 
To M' Hampden. 



98. Sm John Eliot to Capt. Thomas Godfrey: 
Jan» 13®, 1630. 
S* 

^I am happie in all occasions to heare from yo* and 
nowe* doubb'e by this gentleman ; w** yo' letters to have 
the fruition of himselfe. I hope hee shall retorne as wdl 
to yo* as hee has bene w^ vs, where hee has not contracted 
the least signe of indisposition in his health nor anie ill in 
manners, if yo"" broth'' Valentine have not corrupted him. 
I confefse there maye be some dannger in that, in respecte 
of the strong infection w^ hee has, but the cuntrye, and 
your Counsell will soone rectifie it, to whose tuition I must 
therefore rec6mend him ; love him, as yo* doe, his worth 
doth meritt it, vse him as the image of yo' goodnes, chaung^ 
]ro*'selues w*^ one another ; I dare promise vnto either it 
shalbe w^out losse, naie the mutuall benefitt w^ that 
transaction shall importe will have noegaine els to aunsweare 

^ word erased. * ** aod nowe,** repeated & erased. 

XI. X 
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it. 70* must fioa met if I be envjous ' to 70" both out 
of affection ^ito either, to 70" I envie his p'sence & 
sodetie, for that happines of 70** I env7e him that single 
happines of either : noe other can be worthie of, but infinite 
were his happines that might inio7e 70* both, {xlon me 
to wish though I cannott deserve it, and in that wish lett 
mee be p'sent w*^ 70*. I shall duelie make it as a peece 
of m7 desires not to interrupt but to admire 70^ loves, and 
if I mighte to serve 70* being devoted 

Yo' most faithful! frind 
J. E. 
I praie represent m7 service to 70'' most 
good La: whose handes I kifse 

Jan. 13* 1630. 

[Endorsed 13* Jaouar 1630 
ToMr. Godfiy. 



99. Sir John Eliot to Sir Bevill Grenvils : 

28* Feb., 1630. 
S« 

die oportunitie of this meisenger, beinge so faire an 
invitafiki, I cannott but desire to Idfse j' handes though it 
ma7 seem a rudenes in a p^soner to prefse vppon 7^ libertie, 
w^ has better entertainm^ then weake mentions, the 
j^fefsion of a frends indurance who maie have an affec6dn 
to 7' service, but nott more, beinge preluded of all vse. 

• word erased. 
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if 3^ consider how longe it is since I had the happines to 
see 7* & that in all this tyme noe paper intelligence came 
£rom 7*, 7* maie pardon it w^out wonder dut I pTsume thus 
now^ w^ is but a fbrmall way of begginge^ a petition for 
that favour w* y* weer wonte to grante me, & by Custome 
though not ri^t I may Challenge at y' handes. I hope I 
leisen not in y' Charide, & esteem ; sure I am I doe not 
in the admiraS&n of y' worth w^ has the full command of 
my affecSSns^ as of my indeavours, might they be vsefixll 
to y' service to w^ I am devoted in all the Acuities of 

J. E. 

Tower s8» ffebn 1630 
[Endoned] %%• ffebr. 1630. 
To Mr. Grenvile, 



100. Sir John Eliot to Sir Oliver Lukb : 

22** March, 1630/1.. 
S* 

I am now in phisicke^ Sc soe hrr, as I hope god 
win ble(se it, towardes the recovery of my health, the 
disafiec66n of my stomach is repaired, Sc I now cleanse a 
litle to take off all remaindera. S' M. H. is gone, Sc y* 
iudge truly vpon him, that, as he now has carried it, much 
Ubertye has been ill lost : but for the rest I beleeue y* are 
mistaken, vpon whom his example has noe power, new 
reasons now ingageing them w^ may divert that purpose. 
I have told my Cooke of the ^vision y* haue made, Sc the 
more willingly that y^ charge may keep that place, lett 
not the thought of wages trouble y". . I shall in that 
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pomte not differ w^ my frendes s tis -f £ivour I desire, 

for w*^ I am 

Y'aervant 

J, E. 
Tower ss* Mirdj 1630. 

[EndonedJ •«* Maidj 1630 
To S' Oliver luke, 

xoi. Sir John Eliot to John Hampdxn: 
22* March, 1630. 
De^ f&ind 

Y^ love does still prevent me, Sc I wante opportu* 
nities to acknowledg it, soe £ut am I from requitalL but 
y' actions I know^ depend not on the reward, but the 
virtue w** is perfect w*out me. ffbr answear to y* letters 
w^^ is the only satisfaction I can* make y*, more then my 
jM^ers import, I am not lefs troubled, then at the intel- 
ligence* they give me what to my frinde, what to my self 
to say vpon an accident soe vnhappie, soe vnworthie : I 
confefs it^ makes me in an agonie, &, as I ' greive* ther has 
beene^ such occasion, I could wishe it were forgotten ; 
everie drcunastanc* being belowe repaire that a larger dis- 
coverie* to be given it would make the wounds^* the larger. 

Some of the words. Sea referred to by the undemient' numbm trt 
obliterated 

' many words here are erased. ' *'ghre,** erased, 

. ' word erased. ^ some words obliterated. ' word erased, 

• d*. * d». • •*•..,. of time of place of persons,** erased. 
■ * some words erased. ^ d*. 
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that of ^^ such companies such things should be suffered, 
when I take but the consideration of the place^ all does re- 
solve to this, what lefs could be expected ? the good would 
not have bene ther. I am neither curious to enquire wher 
Button was^' at that plajinge of his game, nor how Wil* 
liams or the sheriffe did containe themselves s nor" who 
were the actors in this sceane, nor what plotts may be sus* 
pected ; but this I know it was the^^ follie of the patien^ 
ic, I hope, by God appointed, to instruct him for the future; 
wherin my care shalbe, more then for a prosecution vpon 
this, yet this I wonder at if Poole did such iusdce as his 
man, why he had not" vrgM him to a confefsion of his 
fellowes & a true narration of the feet, this in discretion 
& w^out much trouble might have been, w^ some reflec- 
tion^' vnto me, if not to certifie the particulars himself^ 
yet by some other to have given me intimation. I should 
have had" the like" respect" to him, or anie other gentle- 
man ■• in like case, but** not meritting, I pass by it, of w*^ 
we may thinke heerafter. for the present onlie this course 
I have intended, if y" advise not otherwise. w***out noise** 
to w*drawe my charge from thence, & awhile retaine it 
neer me, if it may be, to worke some new imprefsions. I 
shall to that end send one, who shortly** shall attend y*, & 
in ** returning y*" howse** must be his waie, wher I praic 

" some words erased. " d*. " " whaV ^nsed. 

^ word erased. " "fbrcV' erased. ^« *«vpoii,** erased. 

" word erased. " words erased, »• " of,'* erased. 

*• ** of qualitie,*' erased. " " as/* erased. ^ word erased. 
» •• to,'* erased. ** word erased. " d: 
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further mc by a** preparation w*^ j* counsell, on w^ I 
shall worke w*^ the best art I may^ but w^^Hit disadvan- 
tage to my frinde, & god I hope^ will second my indeavors, 
to blefs what he has given me. In the reason y* requi^^ 
vpon the*' separation of my fellows, I can say little but 
what arises from the action, he that** has broke the heard 
draws noe other after him, nor** that I hear could he ther 
looke for company, but it proceeds from some new wis- 
dome of his owne w^ time or experience have procured 
him, noe reason that we** see, more then what soe long 
has beene reiected being emergent in the case, farewell 
deer frinde, let y goodnes pardon me that I am not more 
worthie ofj' fiivors, & afsure y'self that what I am, I am 

Y« in aU" ftithfidneis • 
J. E. 

. Tower 21* Maroj t6)o. 
[Endoned] as* Mardj 1630. 
To M'. Hampden. 

1 02* John Hampdxn to Sir John Eliot: 
April 4% 1630/1. 

The * paptn* leferred to herein, wit the MS. of ^The Monirchis 
of Mm * (Vols. I. lad II. of this Series of Eliot MSS.). 
S» 

I hope you will receave yo^ sonnes both safe : & 
that God will direct you to dispose of them, as they may 
be trained yp for his service & to yo' comfort Some 

** some words ensed. ^ word ensed. ** word ensed. 
•• words erased. •• " know,'* erased. •* word tnaed. 
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words I haue had w^ your younger sonne : Sc giuen hime 
a tast of thoee apprehensions he is like to find with you : 
w^ I tell hime future obedience to yo' pleasure rather then 
iustification of past pafsages^ must remoue. He profefseth 
faire^ Sc y* ingenuity of his nature doth it without words, 
but you know vertuous actions flow not infallibly fro y* 
flexiUest dispositions, there's ondy a fitt subiect for admo- 
nition & gouemment to worke on^ especially that w^ is 
patemalL I confefse my shallownefse to resolue ic there- 
fore vnwiUingnefse to say any thing; concerning his course, 
yet will I not giue ouer y* consideration, because I much 
desire to see y* spiritt rightly managed, but for yo^ elder I 
thinke jou may with security retume hime in convenient 
time, for certainely there was nothmg to administer fear of 
a plott. & in another action y* concerned himeselfe, w^ 
he'le tell you of, good satisfaction he receaued of y* vice 
chancellors faire carriage towards hime. I searched my 
study this morning for a booke to send you of a like suIh 
iect to y* of y* papers I had of you, but find it not; as 
soone as I recouer it, lie recommend it to yo** view. When 
you haue finished y* other part I praye thinke mee as 
worthy of y* sight of it as y* former & in both together 
lie bewray my weaknefse to my fnend by declaring my 
sense of them. That I did see is an exquisite nosegay 
composed of curious flowers bound together w^ as fine a 
thredd but I must in y* end expect hony fro my frend : 
somewhat out of those flowers digested ; made his owne, 
& giuing a true tast of his owne sweetnefse, though for 
that I shall awaite a fitter time & place. The Lord sane- 
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tify vnto you y* sowrenefse of yo'* present estate, & y* 
comforts of yo"" posterity. 

Yo** euer y* same afsured friend 

Jo. Hampoin. 
Apr. 4*. 



103. Snt John Eliot to Sir Oliver Luke: 
19* April, 1631. 
S» 

I need not send j* other letters then these mefsen- 
gers to exprefse the obligacon w^ I have for y^ much love 
& &vour ; in acknowledgment whereof, they who are y* 
best figure of my hart come now to Idlse y^ handes, & if 
tber may be any service they are worthy of to receavc j* 
Commandes therein, the yonger I intend godwiUing to 
send over into the Low countryes to S** Edward Harward, 
whether I hope he will have pafsage this weeke w^ my 
Lord Veer, w^ does impose a hafst vpon him more then 
ordinary, the other is like wise prepareinge for ffiraunce w^ 
aU the speed he may to serve in another Climate, but vnder 
the same lord, who does disperse ic gather vp again, his 
pvidence ruling all. our state heer they cann rdate, w*^ the 
same ignorance in some things w^ most men are pofsest 
w^. Castlehaven was indicted at Salisbury of those facts 
he has been charged w^, his sonn that while being there 
entertained about his sportf • his triall is appointed to be on 

* a word eratcd. 
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mundajr next, the expectation is great vpon it, so may be 
the Consequence, as the guilt in lawe, ic Conscience majr 
be different. Watt long is a much sorrowing man for the 
lofse of his wife, Sc so his others, suffers much, by the ad* 
dicofl of this trouble, in aQ things else we are as 7* laste 
lefte vs, vnder the same pteccofi, in the same peace, & con- 
fidence, by the same spiritt, ic merde, to w^ I recommend 
y* and rest 

yf fiuthfull fireind ic servant 

J.E. 

Tower 1 9^ Apr. 163s. 
[Endorsed] 19® Apr. 163 1 
To S' Oliver luke. 



104. Sir Johk Eliot to John Hampdbn: 
26** April, 1 63 1. 
Deer Frekd 

haveing had some tast, such as this small experience 
can afford me, of the disposition of my sonnes, & in that, 
a larger Character of the exprefsion of y** favour ; I am 
now come to a conclusion for their courses, as may render 
me most hope for the future advanuge of their service* 
the yonger who in this case y* know, must haue the honor 
of precedence, beinge more apt, I think, for action then for 
studdie, I haue design'd out for a soiildier, & he is now in 
preparac6n for the Netherlands, wher I hope he shall haue 
such direction, & advife, as may better the vniversitie for 
his manners, & not be w^'^out some advantage for his 

U. Y 
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letten. his inclination seemes not ill in this short triall I 
haue had^ but his affection moves most naturally this waie, 
w^ beinge not vnworthy^ I thought better to seek him 
helps therein, then, by a diversion to divide his worke, & . 
nature, w^ maie have worse effectf . the elder knoweinge 
this resolucSn for his brother, I finde not desirous to returne 
from whence he came, it being as he takes it, a degree be- 
hinde the other, & I confefse my iudgment is not other- 
wise, therefore godwilling I purpose him for ffiraunce; & 
both to be di^)atcht w^ all the conveynience that may be, ' 
though the yonger wilbe first, his passage being jpvided w*^ 
my lo: Veer, who intendf to imbarke this weeke, & the 
other I shall not lose the first oportunitie p^sented, havc- 
inge obtained his licence, w^ is the only staie we haue. 
this I could not but impart to my deer frend, who has 
hitherto been so great a furtherance to this worke by the 
addition of his care ; & now I must desire that his prayers 
may second it, for the Crowne of both o** labours, you 
have putt me into an earnest expectation & longing for the 
booke y* mention of resemblance to my papers, as it comes 
from my frend, I cannott but much covet it, any thinge 
giyeing me satisfaction w^ that name, but as it has that 
subiect I must the more affect it^ in hope to see some« 
better light therein for the discouerie of my errors, they 
are many & great, I know, & must confefic it, for, w*out 
a miracle how should it be otherwise, the worke was done 
in 'hast as a recreation, not a busines in the midst of things 
more serious (which one day may be honor'd by y* view) 
whereof this tooke but the tymes of intermifsion, as an in- 
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teriection of the £uicie for entertainment, & delight, & that 
it was done hj me, has sufficient to exprefie it, irom whom 
nothing but errors are emergent; yett as I haue I shall 
still follow to expose them to my frend, diat by his cor- 
rection vpon them I may reforme my selfe, who can iudge 
what is to be a composition, what a simfde, & from the 
driest thyme extract ic suck a sweetnefse. the other part I 
^mised shalbe readie at y Comming, for I know noe other 
end diey haue theh sudi an entertainment of my frend, 
as a letter or Complement to meet him. & other light 
the[y] haue not, (nor was it design'd them in their birth) 
then what is given them by yo' eyes, to w^ they shutt & 
open as the heliotropium to the sunn, we had yesterdaie 
the triall of that lord, monster of men & nature, whome 
these walls haue held soe longe : I say we had it in the 
generall capacity of mankinde (wherein however vnworthie 
of my selfe, I am involv'd as part) all w^ it does concerne. 
& Vpon that triall ther did follow conviction, and a iudg- 
ment soe as nothing remaines, in the expectation of that 
cause, but the iatall execution, & division of the prey. 
I wish the true power be seen in die conversion of this 
sceane. ther is much for observation, even to wonder, 
both in the persons & the cause, the actf , the inclinations, 
the resortf, the discouerie, prosecution, & the iustice haue 
more then humane reason, for by that no contraries could 
concurr, nor things of liknefs differ, w^^ are frequent in 
this peice, even to admiration 8c astonishment, pticulars I 
know y" win not looke for, such letters neither agreeinge 
w^ my Custome or the tyme. I hope ere long to see jr* 
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& for better service rendering mj pvzycn for j* health, 
rest most affectionately 

y* frend 

J. E. 
Tower a 6» Apr. 1631. 

[Endorsed] %6^ Apr. 163s 
To M' Hampden. 

105. Sir John Eliot to Kkightley : 
27^ April, 1631. 

Accordinge to j* advise I haue taken other reso- 
luSbns' for my sonnes & haue disposd 'them to such 
courses as I conceave may best answear to the improue- 
ment of their nature vpon the principles 7" haue given 
them, the yonger being removed vpon the imprefsion ofj' 
reasons, the elder could not be left that stepp bchinde him 
w^ut some p^udice to his tyme. however I thanke y* for 
y care in the instruc66ns y" haue giuen them & I hope, 
they win live to doe it, w^ all respect & love, from me haue 
diis afiurance, that if oportunitie be p'sented, if I may at 
any tyme be in power to doe a Courtesie for my ftend, I 
shall retejne a readinefse vnlimitted & the trialls w^ y* 
make shall proue me trulie y^. the monies w^ y* tooke vp 
of M' Townsend are repaid, what else ouy be due to y" or 
any others I haue given order to my servant Hill to be 
shortly w^ y* as he comes out of the G>untrie, to discharge 
it, & to dispose of such things as they left, w^ they pray 

» «»Kidi,"ens€d. 
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y" in the meane tyme to p'scrvc & thus w*^ the remem- 
brance of my love I rest 

Y** aisured frend 

J- ^' 

Tower 17» Apr. 1631. 
[Endorsed] sy* Apr. 1631 

to M'. Tho. Knightly. 

io6. Sot John Eliot to Sir Edward Harwood: 
30** April, 1631 • 

(See Forster, ii. 5S5 onward.) 
S* 

this bearer my sonne, haveing desire to spend some 
t}rme in the profefsion of a souldier^ I haue presumed to 
addrefse him vnto y', the generall reputation of whose 
worth, besides my knowledg in pticular, assuring me in the 
confidence of -f fiivour* he is young, ic vnacquainted w*^ 
the world, but I hope inclinable to advise, to w^ his dis- 
position hitherto has exprest noe inconformide, or vnapt- 
nefse. I pray receave him vnder y' Colours, ic Command, 
& give him that honor in his service, to haue y' example 
still before him, &, as occasion is, y*" Counsel!, w^ shall be an 
obligacofl to vs both, & if at any tyme my poore indeavors 
may be vsefuU, I shall thereon readilie declare my selfe 

Y' frinde & servant 

J. E. 

Tower London 
tU. Apr. 1 63 1. 
[EndorKd] vir. Apr. f63i. 

To S'. Edward Harward. 
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107. Sni John Eliot to Sir Bevill Gkevvill : 
5* May, 1631. 

the desire I made beinge sadsfied, I must now re* 
turae 7* an acknowledgment for that favour, w^ was 
doubled in the second letters that y* sent me comming to 
my handes as I was readinge of the former, y' affeccofi 
therein mendond to that Hand y^ call desolat I cannot but 
Commend, soe fiur am I from the p^iudice thereof; & I 
oonfefse the overture I made jr* at the request of others, 
had in my intendon but that end ; by their esdmadon to 
endear it. but y' designe vpon it I know not how to cen- 
sure, there beinge many considerations in that worke w^ 
must be first resolv'd on. y' owne wisedome I p^'sume, in 
a thinge of this importance, suffers y" not hasdlie to doe 
any thinge, & weighs afwell the Councells that are given 
y* as they must weigh the acdon. noe man comp^hendf all 
knowledgin himselfe : all men are subiect to error by their 
confidence. & the iudgment is not greater, that makes a 
pfect act, then that discernes of 0>uncell8 ; succefies beinge 
not more doubtfull vnto acdons, then Councels are to men. 
my manner is not to obiect much where I cannot give my 
reasons, therefbfe in generaH I shall rest w^ this caudon 
ii advise, as Strato in Herodotus look't for the sunn riseinge 
in the west, lett y** eye, in this intendon, seeke for the con- 
clusion in the east reflect vpon the constellations of this 
place, & observe the aspect they carrie, w^ have a large 
power & influence, & if y* finde them ominous, or averse. 
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lett not your cost purchase -f repentance, pardon this free- 
dome in -f frend that would say more if he were p^sent 
w* y", not to disaffect but to prepare y* for the worke, 
that the foundation be not sandie but worthie the super- 
structure of y vertues, w^ haue noe servant more honor- 
inge^ and admireinge then 

J • £• 
Tower 5*. Maij. 1631 

. [Endorsed] 5*^ Maij 163 1 
To M'. Grenvile. 

ro8. John Hampden to Sir John Eliot:' 
May II*, 163 1. 
S* 

I ame so perfectly acquainted with yo** deare insight 
into the dispositions of men, and abiUty to iitt them with 
courses sutable, that had you bestowed sonnes of mine as 
you haue done your owne, my iudgment durst hardly have 
called it into question : specially when in laying downe y* 
designe you haue prevented y* objections to be made against 
it: for if M' Rich: Elliott wiU, in the intermifsions of 
action, adde study to practise & adome that liucly Spiritt with 
flowers of contemplation, hele raise our expectations of 
another S' Edw: Veere, that had this character, all summer 
in the field all winter in his study, in whose fall &me makes 
this kingdome a great looser : and hauing taken thb resolu- 
tion fro Counsaile with y^ highest wisedome (as I doubt 
not but you haue) I hope & pray y* same power will crowne 
it with a blefsinge answerable to your wish. 
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The way you take with my other friend declares you to 
be none of j* Bp of Exeters converts, of whose minde 
neither ame I supersddously : but had my opinion bine 
asked I should (as vulgar conceipts vse to do) haue showed 
my power rather to raise obiections then to answer them ; 
a temper betweene Fraunce & Oxford might haue taken 
away his scruple with more advantage to his yeares : to 
visite Cambridge as a free man ^ for variety & delight, & 
there intertained himeselfe till y* next Spring: when 
vniver»ty studjres tc peace had bine better setled then I 
heare it is : for although he be one of those that if his age 
were looked for in no other booke but that of the minde 
would be found no ward ifjrou should dy to morrow : jret 
tis a great hazard meediinkes to find so sweet a disposition 
guarded with no more experience amongst a people whereof 
many make it their religion to be superstitious in impiety 
and their behaiuour to be afiected in ill manners : but God 
who onely knowes y* periods of life, and oportunityes to 
come, hath designed hime (I hope) for his owne service 
bedme, & stirred vp yo' prouidence to husband hime so 
earfy for great afiaires : then shall he be sure to find hime 
in France, that Abraham did in Gerar, ic Joseph in Egipt, 
vnder whose wbg alone is perfect safety. Concerning y* 
Lord who is now reported to be as deepe in repentance as 
he was profound in sinne : the papers &c I shall take leaue 
fr5 your favour & my streight of time to be silent till y* 
next weeke, when I hope for y* happinefse to kifse your 

' a word erased. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF SIR JOHN ELIOT. 169 

handesi and to present jrou with my most humble thankes 
for yo^ letters^ w^ confirme y* observation I haue made in 
the progrefse of affections : that it is easier much to winne 
vpon ingenuous natures then to meritt it. This they tell 
mee I haue done of yours, and I account a noble purchas : 
w^ to improue with y* best services you can comaund and 
I performe shall be j* care of 

yo** affectionate friend & servant 

Jo: Hampdbn.^ 
Hampden^ 
May XX** 1631. 

present my service to M*" Long. M' Valentine &c. 

do not thinke by what I say/ I am fully sadsfyed of your 
younger sonnf course intended, for I haue a crotchett out 
of y* ordinary way: w^ I would haue acquainted you with 
if' I had spoken with you before, he had gone but ame 
almost ashamed to communicate. 

[Endoned] XI* Maij 163X 
M' Hampden. 

109. Sir John Eliot to John Hampden: 
3i»«May, 1631.. 
. S* 

this gentleman M*" Wjran, has honored me w* an 
opinion, that my word, & recommendac6n is jrett vsefuli 
Be to that end craves this addreise vnto y' selfe. I confefse 

« "he had,** erased, 
II. . Z 
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in this pticular I am not akogether w^out hope, haveinge 
experience of y' Charitie i but it is that that warrants it, 
not my meritt, w** in all cases severd from y' favour, were 
a wonder, he is one whom in much triall I haue found 
amongst the fiuthfiiUest, & most affectionate of my frindes. 
lett him haue that admifsion to y Creditt, and if y" thinke 
me worthie of that opinion, shew it on him, who comes 
as my hand, for the reception of y Curtesie, ic has 
power to make that addition to the debt w^ y* haue im* 
posed on 

J. E. 

from my summer house i*th Tower 

▼lt.Mai} 1631 

[Endorsed] fclt. Maij 163 1. 
To M*" Hampden. 

no Thomas Knichtley to S' John Eliot: 
June 6*, 1631. — CoDege Bill 

WOUTHY S* 

my best respects & obseruance p^mised & I must 
crane pardon for my slacknes in answearing yo** kinde 
letter -, occa^oned by my extraordinary employments, (w*^ 
I desired yo^ sonn John to certifye you of, & to plead 
my excuse) these being now ouer, I am at more leasure to 
obserue my freindes; amongst the rest I esteeme you 
none of the leasts & should bee glad to haue the 
opportunity of exprefsing that seruice, & respect w*** 

* " I zmr erased. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF SIR JOHN ELIOT. 171 

by jt/ former Auores, 2c p^sent pmises I am ingaged most 
readily to pfbrme. The newes of yo' sonise Richards re* 
moue was most welcome ; but as for yo^ sonne Johns, I 
could haue beene well content (if it might haue' stood with 
conueniency) it should not haue beene so speedy : had I 
receiued but the least intimation of this yo^ resolution, I 
should haue taken a littell more paines in furnishing him 
w* some other grounds of learning, w*** hee wants 5 but my 
hope is that his owne industry by gods blefsing will supply 
that defecte. As for the things left in their chamber, I 
-desire to heare as soone as may bee, how you purpose to 
dispose of diem ; In the meane time they shalbe safe. The 
notes I sent, you may remember amounted to 32'. Z2*. 4^. 
put of w** subtracted 30' receiued of M' Townsend theire 
remained due for the former quarter* 2^ I2*. 4^. Besides 
for the last quarter these gticulan. 

Imprimis your sonne John, Batles for 

6 weekes 2*. u*. lo**. 

ItSdutys • o. 2. 10^. 

Its landrefse • . • • • • o • 2*. 6^. 

Itg chamber . . . . . - • o. 6*. 3*, 

Itg servitour • • • . . • o • 6*. o 

Itg mending a paire of stockings (w** were 

sent to bee mended at his going away) O . O • 4* 
Ite the cariage of 2 trunkes to y* caryers . i». o - 

Itg introducdS to astronomy (left vnpaid 

at Bookbinders) . . . . 3*, 

* " beene thought," erased. 
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Iti yo^ Sonne Richards Batles in the 

coDcdge . , . • . 3*. i8*. 3*. 

Its dutys • . , • • . o • 2*. 10^. 

Its landrelse o. ^\ b\ 

Its chamber. . • . • • • 6*. $*• 

Its servitour • « • • • • o. 6*. a 
Its mending a paire of stockings (left to bee 

mended at his going away • • o . o • 4^. 
ItS introductio to Astronomy left vnpaid to 

y* bookbinder o. 3*. 

Its to y* woma for rubbing theire chamber o. x*. o 

The whole sum amountes to 8*. 8*. 5* out of w*** sub- 
tracte the 8'. caution (wch at theire first coming was layd 
downe in the bursars hand, & is now to bee taken vp) theire 
remaincs due for this last quarter the sume of %\ 5**. w*^ 
being added to the former sume theire remai/ies in the 
totall 3^. 9^ Thus much is due to others^ as for tuirion 
w*^ concemes my self^ I refcrre it wholly to Jjrour owne 
courtesye. Thus expecting to heare from you shortly, 
I comend you to gods grace in christ, & rest 

your most obseruant & truly louing freind 

Thomas Knichtley. 
Int Cofl. Uncobt 
Joac 6. 1631 

III, W. S, TO Sir John Eliot: 1631. 

you do not I hope impute my long silence to either 
neglect or forgetfulnes ; I haue had the lefse cause for 
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empty letters in that I p''sum'd on yo' afsunince of me to 
be the more, & in that these parts haue aSbrded so little 
worthy yo' knowledge. O** second fearefuU G>misn is 
now past, & since by y^ seruant you are pleasd to demand 
it of me^ I will p'sent you ^ (tho there be not many things 
in it worth the obseruadon) with the relation of the pro- 
greise of it We were all called togeather (but in severall 
dayes foUowinge) at Bodmin. After the Comfsn was read 
we were like to depart without as much as any speech 
oiFerd us ; much tyme was spent in strajminge Curtesy be* 
twene the Son, & the ffither, & I thinke we had bin de- 
ceiud of o' expectation had not the Courtier brought downe 
some of his court phrases in exchang for o** mony. I 
enterp'ted their longe silence to the best, thinkinge they 
ment by it that they thought the matter such as no Cornish 
man would open his mouth in it, ic therefore fittest for a 
stranger, who for ought that I could perceiue directed his 
words more to those that should haue spoaken then to us 
that should haue heard. We were directed the first day 
that such as would not compound should giue their an- 
sweares in wridnge, a course w^ if they had held thorough 
would haue prou'd litde to their advantage. The Hund : 
of East was first cal'd in w^ (making choyse of the pishes 
& men fittest for composition) they made pretty store of 
mony, dU S* Germans according to y* direc^n giuing their 
severall papers had shewen y* way of non composition (for, 
of 28 retumd not one compounded) Lanrake, & Landiipe 

^ a word erased. 
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fbUow'd the p'sidcnt, upon w*** they thought it best to finish 
that dayes seruice vrithout caUing out that one hundred. 
The West hundred had not many. Pider & Stratton very 
lew; Powder somewhat more, but the greatest proportion 
raysed came from Penwith & Kerrierthe 2 farthest the 
feare of it being perchance encreasd by the remotenes of 
its phce ; or it may be Ijring under Command of jr* Castle, 
they thought it not wisedome to hold out. The totall 
amounts not to much more then 2000 * ^ of w^ the most 
of it comes fro the meaner sort of people, & such as I 
p^'sume scarse haue the value. Some with great words ic 
threatings, some with perswasion (wherein S*" B : did all) 
were drawne to it: I was like to haue bin complemented 
out of my mony, but that knowing with whom I had to 
deale, I held, whilst I talk'd with them my hands fast in 
my pockett. You will wonder to heare what things we 
had here retum'd for Eln^ but that nothing is now to be 
wondered at S** if any thing ly here where in I may 
seme you I diall take it an bono** to be commanded, & be 
afsur'd that as you sufier for others so there are some, 
others that suffer for you, amongst w*^ is 

yo' seruant 

W. S. 

112. John Hampden to Sir John Eliot: 
June 8**, 1 63 1. 
S* • 

I receaucd yo*" comaunds by y* hands of M' Wian, 
and was glad to know by them that anothers word had 
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power to commaiuid yo*" Eiith in my readinefse to obey 
you w*** mine it scemes had not. If you yet lack an ex- 
perience, I wish you had putt mee vpon j* test ofaworke 
more difficult and important, y* yo'^ opinion might be 
changed into beb'efe. That man you wrote for I will vn- 
fiiinedly receaue into my good opinion, and declare it 
really when he shall haue occasion to putt mee to y* 
proofe; I cannot trouble you with many words at this 
time i make good vse of y* bookes you shall receaue fro 
mee & of yo*^ time, be sure you shall render a strict account 
of both to 

yo** euer afsured fnend and servant 

Jo: Hampden, 
present my service to Mr. Long 

I would iaine heare of his health 
t 

Hampden 
June 8* 1631 



113. Capt. Thomas Godfrey to Sir John Eliot: 
June 2i^*, 1 63 1. 

Noble S» 

I conceiue the deathe of o' greate Sanderson, hathe 
stayed my buisnes of Knightinge, vntill soi&e other of his 
condition shall informe agaynst me, the w^ I doe not 
muche value, neither shall I soe muche as thinke of them, 
aldioughe I doubte not but this Countrey will afforde manie 

^ some words obliteiated here. 
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whom I win leaue as they are ; 70' ireinds are well : 
S' WiUm Armyne, w* his good lady, hathe bcenc to visitte 
his poore brother Kingston^ w^ whome he spente more 
tyme, then vsuallie his lo«* frcinds doe. And yo^ mostc 
faythfiiU semant, makes good the ffriers, obseruinge the 
base wayes of a Corporation, somtimes visittinge the little 
Lorde Willoughbie (whoe brought an Ague from Lon- 
don) and home agayne. If wishes were powerful!, I shoulde 
be often w** you, howeuer my hartie well wishes, and 
daylie praiers, doe and shall euer attende you, the wf" I doe 
at this tymc (w* my seruice) present vnto you euer 
restingc . 

Yo^ moste iaithfiill seruant 
to Comande 

Tho: Godfrey 
My wyfe doth wishe you aU 
bappines, I diesire my respect may be 
remembred to M' I^nge, if he still be of you. 

ffneis neerc Graatham 
Junt tia<^ 1631 



114. Snt John Eliot to Knightlsy: 
27* Junc^ 1631. 

y' letters and -f present are at difference, w** shall 
import most for your Charide, Sc my happinefse. y' Letters 
arc the exprefse Character of yo^ love, & that gives noe 
lide satis&c66n to y' frend, who has noe avarice but in 
that ; J* present is a tooken of y' favour, ic an exposition 
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of the misterie whence that fiivour comes, w* shewes a 
double bappinefse both in the effect & caufe. ds a great 
happinefse when I thinke how much jr* love him that 
deserves soe Utle ; tis a farr greater as tis mov'd by the 
great mover, of whom I deserve farr lefse; naie of whom 
only the Contrarie is deserved : that that great love should 
be for hate, that that great love in heaven should moveL*ke 
love on earth, that love should kindle love, as iier ingenders 
fier, for the vse and comfort of the vnworthy, as it imports 
happinefse it imports wonder & cannot have sufficient of 
admiration or acknowledgment. I shall add it toe the 
accomp* of my large debt, for w* I cann p^tend but a 
gratefull acceptation, haveinge noe meritt or requitall to 
returne but the thankes of 

y^ fiuthfUn frinde & brother 

. J.E. 

Tower a7^ Junij 1^31 
[Endoned] 27* Jonij 163X 
To M' Knighdy. 

115. Sir John Eliot to Capt. Godfrey: 
29* June, 1631. 
S» • 

I hope yo' great Lo : has carried w^ him all the 
intendon of -f trouble, for the knighthood, and that w* 
him that busines nowe is buried, there is little here now 
acted in that sceane. the harvest was in y* Cuntrye ; and it 
is thought the Co'^ will not be at more trouble for the 
gleaninges. those that putt themselues vpon the iudgem^ of 

U. A A 
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the lawe, stand yet w^out p'iudice therein : the Sunne 
teemes more powerfull then the windes, for those that are 
not flattered from their monies doe retaine them; and 
though there be a threatning of some Stormes^ yet the men 
are safe, this bearer can geve yo" the state of o' affaires* 
&om whome having receav*d the bono** of 70' letter & his 
companie I could not but retume this paper in acknow- 
ledgem^ of them both resting 

to'' most faithful! servant 

J:E. 
rep'sent my humble service to yo** Ladie 

Tower *9^ Julij 16 ji. 
[Endorsed] »9* Julij i6jt 
' To M*^ Godfrqr. 

116. JoHM Hampden to Sir John Eliot:' 
June 29% 1631. 

. You shall receaue y* booke I promised, by this 
bearers iounediate hand : for j* other papers I presume to 
take a litle, and but a lide respitt. I haue looked vpon y* 
rare {Mece onely with a superiiciall view : as at first sight to 
take y* aspect, and proportion in y* whole : after with a 
more accurate qre to take out y* lineaments of euery part : 
t' were rashnefse in mee therefore to discouer any iudg- 
ment, before I haue ground to make one. This I discerne 
that t'is as compleate an image of ^ y* patterne as can be 

^ some words erased. 
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drawne by lines, a liueljr character of a large minde. The 
subiect, method^ & exprefsions excellent and homogeneaD^ 
and to say truth (sweet heart) somewhat exceeding my 
comendations : my words cannot render them to the life : 
jtt (to show my ingenuity rather then wtt) would not a 
lefse modell haue giuen a full representation of that subiect ? 
not by diminution but by contraction of parts : I desire to 
learne: I dare not say. The variations vpon each par- 
ticular seeme many, all I confe&e excellent; The ibun- 
taine was fiill : y* channell narrow : y* may be y* cause : 
or that y* author imiuted Virgill, who made more verses 
by many : then he intended to wright ; to extract a * iust 
number. Had I seene all his : I could easily haue bidd 
him make fewer : but if he had bidd mee tell which he 
shoidd haue spared/ I had bine apposed. So say I of these 
exprefsions : and that to satisfy you not my sdfe; but that 
by obeying you in a comaund so contrary to my owne dis* 
position } you may measure how large a power you haue 
ouer 

Jo: Hampden. 
Hampden, June S9. 1631 

Recomend my seruice to Mr. Long, ic if S^ oh Luke be 
in towne : exprefse my affections to hime in thes words, 
y* first part of y* papers you had by y* hands of B Valen- 
tine, long since, if you heare of yo** sonnes or can send to 
y" Ictt mee know. 

' word erased. * word era&ed. 
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117. Sol John Eliot to his soknb John: 
30^ June, 1631. 

SONNB 

having w^ much sadsfiiction hj jo^ IrSs the afsu- 
nince of jo^ safe passage & arrivall ^ vnto Paris, I take it 
as a p^diction to my hopes that the same power w^ brought 
yd* hither, will not leave'^yo", but in all thinges be a suj^in- 
tendent of yo' actions, and at the revolution of yo' time 
guard yo^ retorne againe* my prayers are still w^ yo* and 
what ds nude be expected for yo^ good shall not be want- 
ing in my purpose* the proposition of allowance w^ I made 
yo^ was not defiute but expref^ve, and yo* male remem-* 
ber the reason that I gave yo* of my care, w^ had reflec- 
tion vpon others, but made the first {^fpect on yo' self, it 
is yo"* good, my afiection seekes for, and by that the like is 
j^mis'd to the rest« in the happines & advauncem* of yo** 
brothers & sisters much of yo' happines will consist and 
yo^frugalidemustbeanopportunitietothat, for w^ I gave 
yo^ but a caution in the summe, w^^t restriction if there 
were neoeintie of more, to that end yo* know was the 
cieditt yo* receav'd, whose measure was the limitt of yo' 
discretion : but because yo* crave it more i^ticuler these 
are for resolution in that pointe. I have i^vs'jd yo' ncnte, 
and by the rule of those {^portions doe acknowledg a hun- 
dred powndes too little. Yo' studies and exercises I would 
not have neglected, w^ are for the ornament & abilite both 

* " St,** eraied. 
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of the mind & bodie, and a maine part of the intention w^ 
70" travdl for. onelie the riding has little profitt in the vse, 
though it be of reputation in that Cuntry where their 
Cavallerie is their strength, it beinge to an Englishman but 
a worke of recreation and but lasting in that Meridian $ 
however therein lett jro' owne Uldng guide yo", I onelie 
intimate y* difference of the places, flfbr yo' accommoda- 
tion in all ; what shalbe sav'd* of aoo^ sbalbe imputed to 
v' thrift: soe much I am willing to allowe yo* for the first 
. yere in hope the next maie be more cheape. what maie be 
requisite for yo*" qualitie can have noe obstruction in my 
will, as my confidence is w^ut limitt, in 3^0** modesde. 
Lett me heare as often firom yo* as yo* can. your Ires are 
still weUcome, and when there is anie inteDigence of thinges 
newe, wee are here gladd to knowe it, making the iudgem^ 
of o''selue8 out of the state of others. I have not yet heard 
from yo** brother since his goeinge, all in the Cuntrye I 
thanck god are welL I hope yo" shall all contynewe soe 
till o' meeting, through his blefiing that ptectes yo* wfaoe 
is the rock & castell of 

Yo'ffiidier 

J. E. 
Tower, vlt Junlj 1631. 

118. Sir John Eliot to Knichtley: 
9* July, 1631. 
S» 

I haue deferred a while the answer of j' letters vpon 
an intention of my servant Hills retumd that way in his 
iorney to the Country : but other businefse now p^venting 
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him this footman comes to receave the furniture of the 
Chamber w*^ my fonnes lefte, to whom I pray deliver i^ 
& by him y" shall receave the monies due vpon your notes, 
w^ is three pownds ninepence, & twelve pounds more for 
tuition, w*^ as I thinke is the summ that is behinde» ther 
beinge io aQ three half yeares, vppon the accompt whereof 
one was paid before. I know not in the ^portion whether 
my sonnes infbrmd me rightly, because from f^ ^ I never 
had demand : but if in this I be mistaken & come short of 
Y expectance, I shalbe ready vpon noatice^ to refbrme it, 
haueing noe meaninge to be lefie thankfuU for y' favours, 
dien the most affected in that kinde; & yett my love 
shall * be vnUmitted in any office I may doe y* to prove me 
further. 

Y afsuird fiind 

J. £• 
T<mer9«Jiiiy 1631. 

[BadoiMi] 9« Jolij 1 63 X 

ToM'Tho.Knightfy. 



1x9. Sir Johk Eliot to Six Bevill Grenvile: 
io«k July, 1631. 

I have a suite in lawe w^ S** Richard Edgcombe, of 
some value, w^ comes to triaU at Lanceston this afsises, 
wherin it is in y' opportunitic to doe me fiivor, w*^ for y' 
owne worth & goodnefs, though seconded by noe desert in 

* *« I had,'* enttcd. * a wwd erased. 
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me, I shall now presume to crave, y* know the disadvan- 
tages I have, if it depend, vpon the iudges, Sc what incer- 
tainties, if not more, are implied in common luries. the 
presence & practise of my adversarie, w*** his soUicitous ad- 
herents, & the reputation of their Justiceships, comparM 
w* my nothing & that absent : it is not w*out reason that 
I seeke the afsistance of y** arme, to add some weight vnto 
that number w^*^ must make the decision of our cause, ther 
are neer y" some of discretion & suflScicndc retumd vpon 
the iurie, whose integrities may ^ counterpoise those dangers, 
my desire is but that y^ will (though they attend not vsually 
in such services) ingag^ them to appeer, & what shalbe the 
resolution of their iudgments vpon the hearing of the 
cause, shalbe a satisfaction vnto me, who covett nothing 
(though in the want of all things) but what shalbe dulie 
thought myne owne (if I may yet claime proprietie) & 
that, but by y consent ic furtherance, & to y' service, being 
in all things devoted 

Yo*^ most fiuthfuU frind & brother 

J.E. 

Tower x** JuUj 2631. 
[Endoned] x~ JuHj x6ji 
To M' Grenvile. 

» " be «,*' erased. » " devoted,'' erased. . . 
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- 120. Snt John Eliot to John Hampdbn: , 
I9«july, 1631. • - 

the treatise w^ jr" recommended to my handes I 
haue supficially past over it putt it to transcription in 
obedience to j' order, the first part of my papers w**" y* had 
I receaued long since by Valentine ; the others I hope are 
by this tyme Commmg to m^ being required & expected 
by another, from whom they shall retome at any tyme to 
f service, the Censure w** jr" give them is some part of the 
8atisfacc6n w^ I cravM but not all the office of my frende. 
y* render it but in generalls, w** conclude not, & w* such 
an allay of fauour, if not more, that the j/paradon must 
hinder the operation of the Phisicke if the naturall dffec- 
tion of the body does not help it to apply it to the last 
part, I cannot w^ut [illegible word] haveing noe Copy, nor 
a bead that cann containe it. to reduce it to the former, I 
may pvert y^ meaninge, haveing noe rule to warrant it 
that, y* knowe, wholie treats of poUitickes, whose j^prietie 
it is, as I take it, to be handled by authorities, & I remember 
not, amongst the latter writers, where I haue seen it other- 
wise, he that y* sent me has it soe, of whom we will speake 
heareafter : in w^ kinde if ther be more then necefsary, 
that su|^fluity may be lefte, whereof some I haue purged 
already, as it was obnoxious to my sence, Sc soe the rest 
desire the better indication of y' reason, wherein y" must 
deak fredy & pticularly. of -f servants beyond the seas, we 
haue yett small intelligence, the Souldier I haue not heard 
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from since his goeing ; bis brother hath sent twice since 
his arrive at Parris, wher I thanke God bees well^ as I am 
hopeful! of the other, and at their opportunities I know y^ 
shall bear from both, the affaires of the Cardinall in fl&ance 
haue a dayly growth Sc exaltatiou & his oppisits goe downe. 
•some new mefsengers to the pliam^ came lately from the 
Mounsier but were committed w^out heareing. the L. M* 
is stiU restraint & kept at distance from the Cour^ if not 
retired (as now we report it beer) by escape vnto the Arch- 
dutches 3 & all the leser Starrs & plannettf of that Hemi- 
sphear are w^out h'ght, while the greatnefse of the fauoritt 
triumphes in power & glory like the sunn in full meridian, 
the {/sent expectation of this place is vppon the Comitt- 
ment of the Scotsmen. Mackey & Ramsey are our fellow 
prisoners in the tower, between them whblie the contesta- 
tion does now rest, vpon a single affirmacSn & deniall, w^ 
its said, shalbe decided by a Cumbate. our Martial prepara- 
tions are C:)mpleat, the Marquis is gone, or shipt, fibrtune 
& he are entred in the list, whose succefse depends on hope, 
we that haue noe imploym^ haue noe troubles^ but w^ that 
nothing inioy the security of o^selves. hasards ther are not 
wher ther are noe adventures; & as the gaine is lefse in the 
dull art of husbandry, the safety is much more then in that 
windie marchandise w^ insults vpon the waves: soe w^ us 
that only intend the drefsing of our gardens, our hartf, & 
the feild of our affections, & desires ; though wee haue not 
that splendor & magnificence, w^ greatnefse does impoct 
yet our tranquillity may content vs j our more certaine way 
to happinefse would make us certainly seem more ffbrtunate, 

II. B B 
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if we knew ic j^, deer frinde I know are a master in this 
trade, ic honor & not en vie the pfection y* haue gott scome 
not to admitt others to that society in w^ noe man' is re- 
fused i but afford them some instrucSSns for instituc6n in 
thai virtue, in charity to all, this is a dutie w^ y* owe, to 
me in pittie. the obligacSn is more strickt, whoe haueing 
more need then all men, am more aiiected w^ y' £iuours, 
as being intirely more, if w^out p^'iudice I may say soe 

y* frinde ic servant 

J. E. 

Tower 19^ July, 1631. 
[Endoned] 19* July, 1631 
To Mr. Hampden. 

121. Sir John Eliot to Sir Oliver Lukb: 
2ist July, 1631. 

s* 

the nagge y** writte of staies not for me butt for it 
seUe. I cannot yett be fitted for our purpose. I haue 
seene one but dare not accept or recommend him. I am 
dailie in pursuite to give sati8&c66n to j' care, w^ will not 
be long unansweard. newes from abroad we haue not : 
all things in o** intelligence houldinge the condition they 
had. out of the Low countries ther has come yett noe 
letters, soe farr as to intimate the alteration of their place, 
f&om ffrance I heard last weeke, wher the greatnefse of the 
Cardinail is still groweing, & the (Fortune of his oppisitts is 
in continuall declinaSdn } at home the expectation is on the 
Scottish businefse, w*^ is reduc't to a single affirmaS&n & 
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deniall betweene Mackey & Ramsey, who are now beer 
p'soners in the Tower, & as its said, must dedde the con- 
trovcrsie by Q>mbate, w** most men are confident of, but 
some doubt it. this is thought to be the greatest danger in 
the' case, our Souldiers are shipt Sc gone. & w^ vs now 
ther is nothing but rest & silence, the Minte has not yett 
sdrd since y being heer. the first opportunity shalbe offered 
I will bespeake y' pence, as I shall alwaies doe y' paternoster 
for 

V frend & servant 
J. E. 

Tower 2i*Julij i6ji. 
[JBndorjkcd] ti» Jolij 1631 
To S' Oliver Luke. 



122. John Hampden to Sir John Eliot: 
July 27^, 163 1. 
Dease S* 

I receaued a letter from you the last weeke for w^ 
I owe you ten, to countervaile those lines by exceise in 
number that I cannot equall in weight : But time is not 
mine now nor hath bine since that came to my hands : in 
yo' favour therefore hold mee excused. This bearer is 
appointed to present you with a Buck out of my paddock^ 
w* must be a small one to hold proportion with y* place 
andsoyle* tVasbred^in. Shortlyl hope (if I do well to hope) 
to sec you : yet durst I not prolong j* expectation of yo' 

» " it,*\€rased. • " m,'* erased. 
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papers, you haue concerning them layde commaunds vpon 
mee' beyond my ability to giue you satisfaction in. but if 
my apology will not serve, when wee meete I will not de» 
dine y* service though to y* bewraying of my own igno- 
rance, w^ yet I hope yo^ loue will couet 

Yo' ever afiured fiiend 
and Servant 

Jo. Hampdbn. 
Haaipdf 

I am heartily glad to heare my fiiend is well in Fnmnce. 
Captaine Waller hath bene in these parts, who I haue seehe 
but could not entertaine, to my shame & sorrow I speake it. 

123. Sm John Eliot to his Son John : 
1st August, 1631. 
Jo: 

To y former letters I dispatcht an answear by the 
next conveyance, w^ I doubt not buty* haue receaued & 
therein satisfac66n to the pticulars y* desirM : to y' last of 
the fifth of Julij (but I know not of what stile) these come 
now to tell y* the acceptance w**^ they haue, and though 
they bring noe other, yett that they are welcome w* the 
newcft that y* are wdL the first tyme I heard firom y' 
brother was this weeke, whoe I thanke god inioyes his 
health, and will I hope doe well, if himself hinder not. 
ffbr the Amb : req>ect him in his manner, y* shall not need 

* a word erased. 
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his courtesie, what might haue been meritted by his loue 
should haue had an acknowledgment that is equall, and the 
neglect I doubt not, maj yett be answear'd by the like. I 
yett observe not an alteration in y* hand : my thinkes y* 
should perceaue there is some reason more then ordinary 
that I touch soe small a string soe oft. Certainly if in the 
letter and the forme y' writeings take not something from 
others whose knowledg & experience is more the boyish or 
pendanticke, it wilbe held a defect of imitation, w^ is the 
only morall mistris of our life, and w^out that the iudg- 
ment wilbe doubted. Lett me know by y' next how y' 
man frames himselfe, and what satisfaS6 the place afiFords 
J*, we heer are in the same condi58n y" Icfte vs 5 ffree I 
thanke god, though prisoners, w^out captivity of the minde. 
our prayers 6c speculations are at liberty, by w* we invoke 
and celebrate j* happines of our firends^ wherein the bleis- 
ing of y' hopes and labours is still sought for by 

Y' most lovcing Either 

I J-E. 

Tower Londoa 
•• * I" August 1631. 

[Endorsed] i* Augusti 1631 

To. J. Eliot 

124. Sir John Eliot to Knightley: 
II* August, 1631. 

S* y' letter found me yesterday soe hard at bowles as 
I had not then tyme to answear it, yett an occasion is 
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I^sented to M' Valcntinc and M' Long to charge me w* 
the comand of giveing their service to j^, w^ besides mjne 
owne, this paper must import. I thanke god we are all 
heer well and satisfied w^ the liberty we haue. the intelli- 
gence of our ftendf healthes comforts vs, w*** wee pray for, 
wherein y interest is too great to be forgotten by 

J. E. 

. Tower xj* August. 1 63 1. 
[Endorsed] xj August 1631 
To M' Knightly 

125. Sir John Eliot to his son John : 
i«* Sep. 1631. 
Sonne. 

I haue receaued and considered of y^ letters w^^ 
mention your desire and reasons to pafse^ speedily into 
Italy, good company I know, is a choise thinge, and as a 
pleasure, soe an advantage in y traveOs, w^ I presume y* 
studie not for name only, or the affection of some title, but 
as it meetes w^ virtue, and then its truly valuable, that 
beinge the Crowne auid dignity of all honor, the opor- 
tunity I confe&e w^ such company does p^sent Is a faire 
motive for the iomey, but the tyme I doubt not yett 
seasonable to answear it. Autum in those parts is most 
dangerous to Grangers ; the abundance of their fh^ites, 
the corruption of their aer through the strife of heat and 
moisture, and the naturall disposidSn of all bodies to sick* 

» «* into Italy,** erased. 
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Djcs & infection in the returne of blood, nukes it at first 
more fearefull, w^ by acquaintance w* the place taken 
*in fitt tyme, is w^out doubt or trouble, besides the plauge 
has raigned generally in that Country, & some townes still 
are visited, by w*** both the aer and bowses may be yett 
suspected vntill some frosts correct them, soe as I finde 
noe safety |)mised in this tyme neither for y" nor others, 
soe j?chance vpon better considerations will resolve [you] 
to stay till springe, againe that reaison w** jr* give for the 
advanuge of y' language, has its truth meerly in the Con- 
trary ; for if w^out knowledge in the f&ench y* first shall 
seeke the Italian, that wilbe then lefs pleasant, and soe 
more diiEcult, by w^ the more necefsary wilbe left to be 
then gainM, when {^chance ther wilbe lefse leasure for it : 
whereas if jr* shall yett gaine some^fecc6n in the fFrench, 
and then passe into Italie, what y* dier lose, wilbe regained 
againe at y' retuminge homewards and y* become a 
master in the tongue, this wintter spent in fFrance I hope 
wilbe enough for preparation and then at springs, y* may 
passe firom thence to Italie. ffbr the danger that's pretended 
in y' travell in those parts only w^ private company, I am 
confident ther is noe reason, but what the sicknes may 
occasion, & that admitts noe priviledge. the territories of 
the Church I hope jr* vrill avoid (those I confefse are dan* 
gerous, as all Spain, w*^ by noe meanes I cann allowe y*- 
once to enter) but other parts are free and peaceable as in 
England, wher w* discretion, y* may as much reteyne y' 
safetie. fibr the present troubles in fFrance I conceaue lide 
cause of doubt, to strangers they import noe hasard or ad- 
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venture^ more then volutarilj they incurr» but much ad- 
vantage of knowledge and experience they maj yefld, w*^ 
I did thinke the hope and spirit of that gentleman from 
whom J* receaued that argument would not haue dedinM* 
thus much in answear to "f letter w'** I make onlj an ad- 
vise. I wonder y* never wrote since y*" goeing over of 
Mounsier Durante his wife inquires heer for him, whom I 
would gladly satisfie, as know[ing] how y* haue agreed* be 
careful! in Y region, make ^ devotions frequent, seeke 

Y blefsing from aboue. drawe Y imitation to good {)at- 
temes. lett nor vaine pageantries deceaue y*. prepare Y 
estimaSSn by Y virtue w*^ Y <>^^^c carriage and example 
must acquire ; wherein y* haue alsistants^ the most earnest 
prayers & wishes of 

Y*" loveinge father 

J.E. 

Tower !■• Septembn 1631 
[Eodorted] x^Septembr: 1631 
To J. Eliot. 

126. Sir John Eliot to Sir Bbvill Grenvile : 
17* Sep., 1631. 

haueinge receaued y' papers & letter, sent me by 
M' Ascott inclosed in another of his, out of Oxfordshire, I . 
haue w^ that litle iudgment that is myne, pervsed them to 
the' utmost and foUowd them w^ such considerations as a 
businefse of that nature doth require, first I haue weighed 

Y reasons and desires : then I haue studied, what in this 
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. tyme I might, to know the former vsc therein, whence y* 
mzj see what latitude is before 7", & then be directed by 
y'self. to build there is a free liberty in all men, but not to 
fortifie, w*'k)ut leave, the proportion is not stinted either by 
reason or example, but they may enlarge themselves at 
pleasure vpon their owne interest and proprieties. Keyes 
are vsuall and vnquestioned made for honor or advantage, 
either a publicke good or a private benefit therein, has 

^ sufficient warrant for such workes : & if the word ofFend, . 
though their capacitie be. large, they may beaure the name 
of harbors, but noe color of fortification is allowable^ the 
Duke of Glocester building at Greenwich in the tyme of 
H. 6. was faine to haue Ucence, muros illos battellare, w^ 
could not be authenticke but by patent or by parliaments 
& therefore his grant was tum'd into an act. sucb is t^e 
right in all tymes, the caution more in some; whose 
ielousies interpret that all longe eares are .bomes. the Iqir 
portance of j' Hand was thou^t much in elder tymes, & 
ther was a Constable Sc other officers to gaurd it. itseemes 
to haue beene much peopled & inhabited, & a care had of 
them, as for the preservation of the place, in the daies of 
H. 3. I finde by the records of that tyme piuch trouble 
was vpoh it. one Mari^is a Baron of that .tyme, made an 
attempt ic tooke it, .vpon w^jifterwards tw^o severall writts 
were granted, the one for the strengthening of thi^ fort, thjc^ 
other for j* reenforceinge of the gaurds. these were 26* & 
27* of y*raigne, of w** for y' better satisfaction I send j* 
heer the Copies. By this y* may see xhcKt was a great con- 
siderac6n of the place, & while it was fo.rtified .by whom it 
II. .c c • 
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was Commanded ; w^ like wise at Arwanicke is made 
plaine, w*^ if the land-right carried it, should be in Killi- 
grewes Command, but wher princes fortifier th^r owne 
men doe manage it, & seldome. or never was it pmitted vnto . 
subiects. yet it is lawfull to defend that w^ is ones owne : 
though be doe not foitiiie he may keep it : y/^ what 
strength I may guard me in my howse, I may secure me 
in an Iland. all resistance to an enemy is safe wher ther is 
a deer openefse to the State, leaveing those words then of 
fortification & inharboringe, I see not but y'^may jpfectthe 
worke y" haue begunn, for the generall good & bencfitt. to 
make a suite in that is but to se[cure] a trouble ; a licence 
w^out patent is but voluntary, and stands but at the [Measure 
of the granter. it import^ noc warrant for the future ; and 
the reason of Comon benefit has as oiuch 3 w^ for ought 
I see is w^ut exception in y' purpose & thereon, I should 
rest, w^ is, to make what I might safely keep, w^out the 
help of a standing fortificaSSn* yet remember that the 
eares were once made homes, and therefore lett not y'dis* 
bu[r]sment8 be too much, but w^ the publicke good preserve 
Y^ owne interests & faculties, y* sec what power y* haue to 
draw this weaknes from me : let it make y* confident in the 
rest, that if further j^ conceaue any thinge necefsary or ex- - 
pedient wherein I may afsist j\ y* haue a full power & 
interest to command. 

. J. E. 

Tower ^7* Sept 1 63 1. 

[Endorsed] x 9* Sept. 1631 
To Mr. Grenvile. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF SIR JOHN ELJOr. 195 

X27. Sir John Eliot to Capt. Godfrey: 

19 Sep., 1631. 

S • 

y' letters make me happie, & if I had my self at 
libertie or any thinge better to retume y* in acknowledg- 
ment of that (auour, y* should haue it. "f newes has been 
the Comon dialect of this place, & manie still beleev it has 
a truth, but by a search I finde, for all the streames it has, 
that ther was but one fountaine & original], and that not 
such as does support much creditt, nor would I spare it the 
opinion of my firend. ther is enough even of miracle besides 
it ; both for our praise and wonder ; the succefses both of 
Sweden and the States, shew him that is invisible ; ic by 
those workes he has an influence oyer vs, of w^ some signes 
are pregnant. Valentine is now vpon his second ^grefse & 
in Bedfordshire I thinke. the Comifsions w*^ f^ write of 
haue past like wise in the west, my Country was much 
vrg'd to composition, as before, but their pouerde or igno- 
rance has w^held them ; I am loath to impute it to ill 
nature, but what ever be the cause not one was drawen to 
yeild. I pray represent my humble service to y' good Ladie ; 
& to S*" William Armine when y'see him : & tell him for 
his fishing at noe mans land we heer finde by notes, that 
there is an exact discription of it in the Leidger bookes at 
Peetcrborough. I did intimate my remembrance to y* in 
an addrefse lately to M' Hatcher, lett me by y^^doe asmuch 
now to him. resting 

y* most faithfuU firend 

Tower 19* Sept. 1631. T £. 

[Endorsed] 19 Sept. 1631 
ToM'Godfrie. 
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128. Sir John Eliot to John Hampden: 
23* Sep., 1631. 
S* 

supposingc by this time y' progrefse may be ended, 
I presume to send these letters ic "f booke, as my ambaf- 
sadors to congratulate y' safetye & in that complement to 
hould correspondence w"* the time, we are heer now busied 
about forraigne preparations & dispatches. S^'Henry Vane 
goes to the Emperom* & the Germans^ our leiftenant heer 
to Bruxells an<f the ArcRdutches, this latter vpon a sud- 
daine resoluS^n, & more privatcry, prctcndinge only a visit 
to the Q: Mother of fFranc'e, but conceawed lUther as the 
other to intend a- negotiation for peace & restitution of the 
Pallatinate, the p'sent condic5ii of these tymes proroisinge 
something bcfter then the former: of w** if they &ilewee 
may w* some confidence conclude then they come home 
againe. oilr affection is gireat for the reparation of our 
firendf, vpon thte oportiihity now giucn vs^ the suctefses 
of Sweden and the States, h'aue a great influence & power* 
the cnemie, pcbance' to divert otrr concurrence w* their 
flfortunes, may bfe jrendr'ed more* fecile to our wishes, in w^ 
ff wee cann receaue&tisfacc6n by a treatie, wee may still re* 
teyne our peace, othtrwise its^ thought by warr wee shaB 
attempt it. wte haue; JanuS-lilce, our aspects reflectinge both 
waics, & in our hope of peace, the fear of warr is w*^ vs, w^ 
entertaines vs privatefy at Kome, as more publickly abroad. 
But w^ these notes I interupt -f quiett in the Country* 
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enioye it w^ all happines, and amongst others jour pofsef- 
sions, me, though vnworthy 

y frend ic servant 

J. E. 

Tower S3* Sept: 1 63 1. 

[Endorsed] 13* Sept: 1631 
To M' Hampden* 

129. Sir John Euot to Snt Oliver Luke: 
26* Sep., 1 63 1. 
S» 

I haue heerw*^ sent y' what my creditt could pro- 
cure in pence, w^ shewes what store we haue when wee 
cann admitt but soe small a proportion of our silver to such 
vses, & that soe longe Sc hardly to be gotten, of the manie 
millions promised ic brought from Spaine, ther is nothing 
now remajminge but the memory^ aQ that was coyned 
beinge gone, only the minte does knowe ther was such 
treasure heer, others beleeue, but haue noe hope to see it. 
as are our stores, such are our affections, fitter for peace 
then warr, whatever the oportunitie may present, for the 
restitution of our frends. to that end S*" Henry Vane this 
day takes his iourney into Germany to negotiate w^ the 
Emperour & that side, for the Pallatinat, as tis thought, 
our master heer the Leiftenant of the Tower is likewise 
sent to Bruxells, and is now taking horse, his capacitie is 
private, & pretends only a complement to the Qj mother 
of ffrance, but wee imagine something more secrett is w^in 
it his preparation has been suddaine as was the resolution 
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that commanded it, & his staie will not be longe, vpon w^ 
tome other expectations doe depend, many things are in 
consideration heer at hoilie. amongst others S*" Randall 
Crewe is not vnthought of in the Cabinett to be restored 
againe Cheife iusdce ; others there are of the same tast U 
leven, w^ wee may better know in the signification that 
they Carrie, then what they will produce, wee speake 
much of a remove of Bishops, that Winchester shalbe 
Yorke, London Winchester, & soe by degrees thoughout* 
from the good Lo : of Oxford ; but w^ what truth tis 
doubtful!, somethinge it would render in first-fruits and 
that may move a litle, but the matter is non answearable 
to the worke : however it imports nothinge to our hopes, 
ther beihge noe change of natures, fortunes and names, . 
better but the outward conditions not the men, who though 
d)ey change their places, may haue the same harts and 
mindes : therefore our prayers must be for a like change in 
this as ther owne dialect direct it, that he [ Who3 ^^^^ Worke 
miracles would effect it & thus haueinge nothing else but 
dse poore p^sent of my service, kifsinge y' handf I rest 

Y' most fidthfiill frend 
J.E. 

Towtr a6» Sc ptembr 1631. 
[Eadontd] a6'Scpt. 1632 
To S' OUver Luke. 
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130. Sir Oliver Luke to Sir John Euot: 3* 
Oct', 1631. 

Noble and dearb freeind 

This barer aiFcrdes me but tyme enbughe to pre- 
sentt my thankes for your last letter and pence, for your 
newes, som partt I beleeve not, the reste I lyke nott, yett 
in the whole there appeares to me somthmge lyke a pre* 
paration to a Parlyamentt, my desyre wherein you already 
knowe : meanes and tyme is gods to whome I leave it ; I 
had the unhappynefs to myfs my deare Benn Vallentyne 
though he did me the honorr to tak so harde a jomeye to 
gyve me a vyfsytt; for thatt favor I entreatt you to returne 
my thankes w* my hartye sorrowe in myfsinge him. you 
shall receave by this barer a small portion of the fruyttes 
of our sommer pleasures, presentted in a Reddeare Pye and 
6 partryges : in tnxthe you must looke uppon the affection 
. not the matter; The haste of this mefsenger enforces me. 
thus speedyly to presentt the faythfiiU affecdons of 

your freind and servantt 
Ol : Luke. 

Woodend 
3 of * October 

remember my best love to matt, longe. 
* " September,*' ensed« 
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. 131. Sir John Eliot to Sir Oliver Luke: 
Ocf. 3, 1631. 
S« 

I haue receaued y' kinde pVnt, w*^ shall attend in 
fftt till j' comminge to the towne, to make an acknow- 
ledgement of'f favour. M' Valentine was hecr yesterdaie, 
fie does exprefse a great sorrow and vnhappinefse to haue 
mist y* in his visit, his freind the Atturnejr is like to goe 
from him. Richardson is res'olv'd to be remov'd;the 
other has his expecudon to succeed him, & of those that 
are in competition for his place Banks is thought most 
hopefuU. ' Winchester is Translated vnto Yorke, Sc Lon- 
don would not forme the occasion to remove him. the 
supplie of that sea is stop't^ but when the greife is over, 
w^ the other may have apprehended on the change, noe 
man doubty whose meritts shall pforme ic since my last 
ther comes a new inteUigeiice out of Germanie ofanoth'er 
victory of Swedens. in the report he hath slaine 18000 of 
Tillies men, vpon a sett battaOe of their armi A : all his 
carriage and ammunition likewise taken, himself hurt, & 
w^ some difiicultie escaptnge, 8c the rest haueinge noe 
safety but by flight noe talke of a retreat, the oveniirowe 
was so absolute, & the lofse such as is not easilie repaired, 
the truth of this wee ^ know not, but I haue searcht it by 
the cercumstance. the advertisment I finde comminge by 
many waies, as to many hands directed, it has a generall 

» " hare,'' erased. 
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confluence from all parts, & if at once the whole world be' 
not deluded, fortune ic hope are mett. however the pro- 
babilide is great, Sc he that govemes all things cann effect 
this or more, Sc though I am not credulous, yet I am con- 
fident, in due tyme happinefse shall not be wanting to the 
Church, ic soe w*** the representation of my service to y' 
self ic -f noble ladle I rest 



Towtr }• Octob' 1631 
'[Endorsed] f* Octoh' 163 1 
To S' OUver Luke. 



Y' most faithful! frend 
J. E. 



: 132. John Hampdbn to Sir John Eliot: 

October 3*, 163 1. 
S* 

In the end of my travailes I meete y* mefsengersof 
yo** loue, w^ bring mee a most gratefull wdlcome : yo^ in* 
tentions outfly mine that thought to haue prevented yo^« 
and convihce mee of my disability to keepe pace with you, 
or the times. My imploiment of late in interrogatory w^ 
like affaires, hath depriued mee of leisure to complement : 
and J* frame of depositions is able to iusde out y* s^le of 
a letter, you were farre enough aboue my emulation before ; 
but breathing now y* same ayre w^ an Ambassador, you 
are out of all ayme. I beleeue well of his negotiation fro 
Y large testimony you haue giuen of his parts ti I beleeue 
y* king of Swedens sword wiO be j* best of his Topidcs 
to perswade a peace, t'is a powerfiill one now if I heare 
II. D i> • 
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aright : fame giuing Tillj a late defeate in Saxonj w^ 
20^000 lofie; the truth whereof will fiicflitate o' worke. 
The Spaniards curtesy being knowne to be no lefse dien 
willingly to render that which he cannot hold. The notion 
of these effects interrupts not o' quiett, though y* reasons, 
by w** they are gouerned do tranfccnd our pitch j yo' appre- 
. hensions y* ascend a region aboue those clouds w^ shadow 
vs^ are fitt to pierce such heights ; and o** to receaue such 
• notions as descend from thence i w^ while you are pleased 
to impart you make j* demonstrations of yo** favour to be- 
come y* rich pofsefsions of 

Yo' euer faithfull friend 
and servant - • 

: Jo: Hampdbk. 
Present my seruice to M' Long. 
God I tbanke hime hath made mee father of another 
Sonne. 



Hampdea, Octoy 3^ 



133. Sir John Eliot to Kkichtley : 
15* October, 1631. 

..S* ;. • • 

Y** letters make me happie as well in the testimonie 
of y' k>ve, as in the oportunity w^ they giue me to retume 
the like to y*. I was now studieing where to iinde one 
when j' mefsehger accosted me, & this being soe vnex- 
pectedlie presented I could not but presendie addrefse my 
selfe to writeinge, though I. haue nothinge to giue y* but 
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that vnvsefuU thinge, my service, our a&ires that are pri- 
soners, stand in Condicon as they were. Mr. Selden is con- 
tynued vpon baile till the next terme againe ; soe as the 
discharge w^ was expected is now chang'd, ic he divides 
betweene imprisonment & liberty, w*** I beleeue likewise 
wilbe the ffbrtune of Will : Strode, ic soe w^my best loue 
I rest 

Y' most fiuthfull frind 

J. E. 

Tower 15^ Octob' 1631 
[Endorsed] 15* Octob' 1631 
To M' KnightUe. 

134. Sir John Eliot to Caft.' Godfrey: 
8** Nov., 163 1. 
S* 

at the same tyme when I receaued the favour of 
j^ letters, I had the like from S' Edward Aycoghe, 8c 
wantinge a reconveyance vnto him, I must'retume this- 
thankes for both, when y* see him I praye giue him his 
part, & to y' selfe accept a poore acknowledgment w** is 
all my weaknefse cann exhibit for the satisfaction of that 
great debt I owe y". Valentine after his long travailes did 
betake himself to rest, soe as in a moneth or more, beinge 
at his lodging neer the gatehowse, noe ftinde might see 
him but whom his greatnefse would admitt. sicknefse 
was p'tended but' there were that' thought it Counterfeit & 
affected, Sc yet ther be that hould his difsimulatton worthie 
punishment, reallie I beleeue him (his iuglinge set aside) 
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in the same state he was, both in bodie, & in businefie ; 
(or though the change of the Atturney may haue changed 
aomethinge in his favours, his ffortune is not alter'd, but-the 
expectations are the same, & as the virtue, such may be 
the man. this is all I cann tell y* of him, vnlefse by suppo- 
sition I should iudg him, in his reservations ic ^ retirement, 
knockinge at some backe dore o'th Court, at w^ if he 
enter to preferment y* shall know it from 

Y' fitithfuU frind & servant . 

J. E. 
represent my service to j^ Ladie. 

Tower S* Novembr 1631 

[Endorsed] S* Novembr. 1631 

ToM^Godfry. 

135. Sut BlTILL GftBKVILE TO SxR JOHN ElXOT I 

^9* Nov. 1631. 

I am infinitly bound unto you, for many noble 
frvours, & not least for y' last, wherin you have dealt so 
ingenuously with me, concerning my late tmdertaking at 
Lundey. w** .1 confefse hath open'd mine eyes, & given 
settlement to my resolutions. & I hope, I shall walke with 
y* caution in this a£faire, as you shall not have cause to 
repent y' advice, wherin I wiO say no more, till I may 
have the ha{qiinefse to see you. I thinke I never -^ve 

* " determent,** erased. 
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you any accompt of the service you commanded me at 
Lanceston, since I receavM that Ire : but I presume y' ser- 
vant hath given you notice of what pafs'd^ Sc of my readi- 
nefse to serve you, which I shall ever retaine. My neigh- 
bours I sent all foorth, w^ did not deceave y' trust, nor 
faile my expectation, & if I had been, (or may be heer- 
after) of counsell with -f agents, in the £[rst nomination of 
-f Jurers, I should have found enough in mine owne 
quarter, to have made up y' number, of such as for their 
honesties, could not have been excepted at, ic for my sake, 
would not have been terrified or beaten from a good cause. 
ic now S% I shall conclude, with the lamenting of my un* 
fortunatenefse in many things, but lately, (to omit others,) 
in the mortallity of my horses, which have diverse of them 
runne madd, ic beaten themselves to death, uo prevention 
being able to remedy it. amongst w^ y hm Mare made 
one, whose lofse more grieves me then all the rest but she 
hath left behinde her, a brace of lovely Stone-Colts, w^ I 
hope will live to do you service, ic thus S% for want of 
better businefse, I make bolde to trouble you, with such 
poore relations, my poverty can but wish, it could do you 
service, ic that it doth unfeignedly. but instead of power, 
you shall be ever sure of the praiers, of 

Y'' faithftill frend ic servant 
Bbvill Grenvile. 

Stow. 9*^4* 1631 
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136. SuL John Eliot to Kniohtlby : 

as* Nov^ 1631. 

the newes y* hear pafses every where^ ic makes the 

expectaciSn aniongst men to answear their desire It is 

much discourst of all sides, Sc the Courtiers entertaine it, 

but if mj opinion, as y" require it, shall direct y", I would 

not haue y* credulous of reportf , much more being oft 

divulged in art, then reaUie & in truth. It is not w^out 

tome scandall ic disadvantage to good men, that their 

enemies haue observed them subiect to credulitie. it is suf* 

fident to reason ic discreation to beleeue in general!, that 

there is a procurator of their good ; but in these {^ticulars 

amongst men, he that is least affected, is most wise, ffame 

being neither a good servant nor a master, when there shall 

be any thinge worthie of jr' knowledg y* shall hear it In 

the meane tyme pofiefie "f hopes in patience, ic haue me 

iQ y' afsurance, as most faathfuUye ingag*d 

Y' frend ic servant 

J. E. 
Towef »s* Novcmbr 1631 

[Endorsed] %f Norembt* 1631 
To M' Knightly. 

137. Sut John Eliot to Mrs. Corbit: 

5* Dec, i63i. 

Sweet M*" Corbett 

y* haue p*'vented me in all & by y^ kinde letters ic 
remembrances, doublinge y** favours, haue soe increast the 
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obligacbn of iny debt, as that acknowledging I meant y* is 
now lost, as improper for thb tjme % w*^ requires a larger 
reckoninge, besides the accompt of my former slowth & 
silence ; for this ther is a double reason to excuse me, w^ 
I doubt not ^ 70u*le allowe of, the one in that I haue mist 
Y Sonne this Terme whom I longM to speake w^, to whom 
I haue a suite ; the other is in that great loise of Capt : 
Waller who was my convoy to all parts & w*, whom I 
lost the generaU entercourse w^ my firends, haueing not 
since his death heard from my sonne in ffrance ; this I 
hope shall gaine y* pdon for what's past : for the p'sent re- 
cognition of Y favours I ' will not presume to make an 
enumeration of my thankes, when noe words cann satisfie 
the meritt of y* Charity, that selects soe meane an obiect 
to exprefse soe great a virtue ; it is noe small degree 
of Iibertie in my bonds to be honorM by y^ memory, & 
amongst the many bleisings from aboue which haue com- 
paist me on all sides this I receaue as one. all that does 
checke my happines therein, is, that I deserve it not, but 
in affisction I am 

f most fiithfiill ser* 
J. £• 

Tower 5»* Decembr. 1631. 
[Eodofsed] 5^ Decembris 1631 
To M"» Corbett. 

» ** y« ffiU,- erased. » « would,'' erased. 
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138. Siz John Eliot to Sir Oliver Luici: 
Dec. 20*, 1631. 
S* 

I knowe not well how to answear y' inteUigencey 
being scarce certaine of the knowledg of my selie. the 
reports heer outnmn y* fame i'th Countrie, & make me 
everj day abroad; sometymes at Court sometymes at 
places neer it, alwaies w^ great ones & in the eye of fFor- 
tune, soe as w^ those y^ visit me I hardlie am Credited to 
the Contrarye, ic though they finde, yett scarce beleeue me 
in the Tower, tis not yett diree daies since y* he that is 
governor of this place of purpose came to tell me tha^ the 
Coit was soe confident therein^ as his reputation was to 
weake to giue satisfacc&n in the case, diven entercourses 
are supposd, discourses fitted to them. & that soe generally 
receaued^ as I haue some doubt my selfe ; ther is am alter 
aofsia. what originaQ this has I know not, nor what end. 
some pretend a great dislike & amger at the thinge. reallie 
I haue it as a good cause of mirth, sheweing the levity of 
the multitude, soe to be moved by some error or mistake ; 
or if. ther be an art that gives it life & motion, to me it is 
the more ridiculous for that, its true that the speech of this 
rumor in the Cour^ was made an occasion, in the relation 
vnto me of some other pointes of Conference, that directed 
to an end, but I declined any serious considerations there 
vppon, alledging that it was not logicall to draw a condu- 
tion from false premises, and soe stand what ever fame has 
' made me, a prisoner as before, arme y' selfe a while w^ 
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doubt & incrcdulitie. manie things y* must hccr before y* 
come to truth. She yett lie$ in an abstruse vault ic comer, 
of w^, the first light I gett, y* may be sure to haue it U 
what other service may be done y* by 

J. EL 
Tower London xx* Decembr. 1631 

[Endorsed] Decembrxx* 1631 
To S' OKver Luke. 

I39, Sir William Armyne to Sir John Eliot: 

20** Dec, 1631, 
• Worthy S». 

Give me leave to interrupt "f higher contemplations 
w*^ y* rememb : of my service to you, & y* weD wishes of 
some of y' good frend^ my neighbours ; let not y* taDest 
Towre disdaigne y* lowest country cottage, for they may 
be vsefuU & helpefiill to eache other. 

This present hathe noe other errande but .to retume me 
jr* afiurance of y' healthe $ for other matters, I know you ' 
soe well, -f you confine y' contentment w*in -f owne 
limitts, soe as nothinge can deprive you of Happynefse ; U 
y* syQy man w^ dothe otherwayes, is but a tenant at will 
(y^ basest kinde of Tenors) & dependf wholy vpon a nother 
mans pleasure, inioyinge nothinge he can call his owne, noe, 
not soe muche as himselfe, y* worst of tbinges. 

Bee a citizen of y* world, & imprisone not "f notions, 
but what God & nature hathe dictatede vnto you for good 
& Tnithe comunicate to all, for noe nune lights a candle . 
-to putt it vnder a bushell. 

II. £ £ ^ 
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Pardone this freedome^ 'tis my affection, yf I err blame 
y*, & I shall love you more. And soe I leave you wheare 
I ibwnd you, courtinge y' mistris, highe contemplatione, 
yet ReTT: what was once sayd of y* Nightingale, Vox est, 
praeteria nihil, prefse harde one to Action, &: then you 
oiake her beautifuU, & putt her into y* comelyest dreise. foe 
thinkes he yt is her servant in part, & 

yours wholy 

W. Armynb. 

so Dcccmbn 1631. 

[Addre(sed] To the worthy & his muche honorede frende 
S' Jo. Eliot, K* present these, 
- [Endorsed] le* Decembr. 1631 
S' W- Armyne. 

. 140. SuL John Eliot to Sir William A&myne : 
21* Dec., 1631. 

. S" 

what height & ambition may be oweinge to lowe- 
nefie 6c humilide, y' example may exprefie, who from the 
topp of worth & ffbrtune can looke downe on the merit- 
hbc & mean condi58n of a prisoner, but it is Charitie not 

• debt, that inferrs the obligaS&n on the greater, ic soe it is in 
y* an actt of y* owne virtue, of w* y* haue made in me a 
Character, & imprefsion, whose admiration I must render 
for the retribution of my service, y" know how vselefse are 
the indeavoiu3 of a Captive & in me know how much, in 
diat, ther is le&e pmise then in others, noe man is the 
author of his owne abilities or power ; the intention, 8c im- 
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ployment of those faculties w^ are given vs, if that, is all 
we cann call o' owne ; as the succeise soe the originall of 
all virtue is w^out vs. nature ic beauen must answear for 
what we inheritt not in that, and affection must be taken 
as a satbfac66n for the &ct. my talent is soe litle as it equalls 
not the least number in Arithmaticke ; and what y" call a 
light is but in truth a darknefse ; to hide 6r shadow that, is 
but to make nothing out of nothing, & that cann speak me 
neither ill accomptant or Philosopher, desire I haue to doe 
service unto all men ; wholie I am devoted to the honor of 
mj fiends, y* as the cheife I haue still in admiration, the 
effect of w^ were there occasion giuen me, should haue a 
demonstration more then words. • this I hope shall excuse 
me for the p'sent, if I be like j' Ki^bdngaQ,or lefse. shall 
I be more at any tyme it is y^ who have a full comand ic 
interest in him that is still 

y^ servant 
J. E. 

Tower ix* Decembr. 163s: 
[Endorsed] 11* Decembr. 1631 
To S' W» Armyne. 

141. Sir John Eliot to John Hampden : 
26* Dec, 163L. 

The King personally aggravates the impriMfuncBt. 
S* 

that I write not to y* anie thinge of intelligence 
wilbe excused, when I doe Ictt y» know that I am vndera 
new restrainte by warrant from the King, fdr a supposed 
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abuse of liberde in admitting a free resort of visitants, & 
Tnder that Coulor houlding consultations, w^ mj frends, 
(my lodgings are removed, & I am now wher Candlelight 
msLj be suiFer'd but scarce fire.) I hope y^le thinke that 
this exchange of places makes not a change of minde. the 
same ptecSon is still w^ me, & the same confidence, & 
these things can3 haue end bjr him that giues them being, 
none but my servants, hardlie my sonne, may haue admit- 
tance to me, my frends I must desire for their owne sakes 
to forbear Coming to the Tower : y* amongst them are 
cheife, ic haue die first place in this intelligence ^ I haue 
now leasure & shall dispose my selfe to businefse, therefore 
those loose papers, w^^ y" had I would cast out of the way» 
being now returned againe vnto me. in y* next giue me 
a word or two of note, for those translations y* excepted at. 
y* knowe wee are blinde towards <f selves, o** frends must 
be o^ glafses. therefore in this I crave (what in all things 
I desire) the reflection of y' iudgment & rest 

y* frind & servant 

J.E. 

Tower 16 Deoembcr 2631 
[Endorsed] »6* Deceinbn 1631 
• To M"* Hampdeiu 

142. Sa John Eliot to Sir Oliver Luke : 

28* Dee., 1631. 
S* 

our late changes haue a while defor'd'the iomey 

of these meisengers who will relate them and the cause. 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF SIR JOHN ELIOT. S13 

that I write not of pticulars, I presume 7* will excuse it 
who know the danger of the tjine. In me I thanke god 
it makes noe alteration, & I hope y° doubt it not. my re* 
soluSSns are the same, & my affections still devoted to the 
service of my frends, w** my prayers shall- tesdfie to the 
heauens, till they may have opportunity amongst men. 
represent my humble service to Y Ladie. pardon this hast 
& shortnes, in him y* for the present has no thing to re- 
tume for -f £ivours, but his thankes, & that vselefse thing 
the promise of himselfe 

Y most affectionat servant 

J.E. 

-Tower %V Decembr 1631 
[Endorsed] ftS<* Decexnbr 1631 
To S' Oliver Luke. 

143. Set John Eliot to Knightley : 
3** Jan., 1631/2. 
• De£&£ Brother 

I write nowe to }ro* that yo" maie not hereafter 
wonder that I write not. the occasion of it is a newe re- 
strainte vpon me, all companie beinge debarred & my 
lodging channg'd. the reason of this p^tended is a supposi- 
tion of consultations, vnder the doake of visittf , but as I 
knowe noe cause of iealosie in that soe by the chaunge I 
find noe alteration in my selfe. the place I am in has the 
same power vpon it w^ did j^tect mee elswhere, and I am 
still confident will afiist mee. it is that station hee has 
geven mee whoe can p^pare another, and not to keepe this 
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constandie were to doe lefse then souldien doe for gene- 
nQ% w^ were vnworthie of his service that b more aUe 8c 
munificent :. for this I must denre 70* to excuse my silence 
for a while if 70* jet please to comaund the retribution of 
m7 debt, let mee receave the leaste intimation of 70' plea- 
sure, and it shalbe readie for yo\ wherein 70** ^vo' being 
acknowledged as in the manie other demonstrations of 70^ 
love, w^ I denre 70** praiers maie still cont7newe, I rest 
y most fiuthfuU fnnd & broth' 

J. E. 

from mj new lodging in the tower 
3* Jan. 1631. 

[Endoned] 3* Jas. xSjx 

To M' Knightlic 

144. Sir Oliver Luke to Sot John Eliot : n. d. 

Noble and deare frende, the enjo7inge of this mefsen- 
gerr (beinge on[e] of 70urs) hathe g7ven noe l7tell content- 
mentt to this place, however thenewes he brought* of 7our 
unexpected change m7ght much have coold it if the assu- 
rance I have of Chr7Stian resolution to submTtt to god in 
all did not g7ve me full satis£iction« he onl7 is able tosup- 
portt in all tiTalls, requjrringe nothinge butt a hol7 subm7»- 
non, for w^ he will in his good t7me g7ve a gloriouis and 
comfortable 7ssue and in the meene [time] all needfull sup- 
pl7es, so thoughe thereto in these there be a takeinge awa7 
the Conversation of men, it is to gUd his ch7ldren butt a pas- 
sage to a more neere communion w' him in Chrjrste : and 
then cons7der what losses na7e what are afterwards ga7nes. 
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whereof I assure mj self you will throughe his infinytt 
mercy receavea larger portion^ for w^ as all other comforts 
I shall hartyly praye : all I can think of is to desyre your 
care of your hedthe, w^ is the sole danger I apprehend in 
this, afiuringe my self all eb wilbe returned w^ advantage. 
if by the tyme of my cominge to London the waye be 
oppened you doubt not of my vysytingc you. however you 
are afsured of the good wyshes and prayers of 

your lovinge and faythfuU frend 

Ol. LuKk. 



145. Richard James, B.D., to Set John Elzot: 

15^ January, 1631/2 : of" The Monarchic 

of Man.** 

S' Jhon Elyott your treatise is a verie good cope of 

jouT self, and such as I wish printed for the vse of our 

Countrie. peradventure it would raise them to somme ap« 

prehension of equanimide magnanimide and jusdce, with* 

oute which there can be no happinefie in this life, nor afsu- 

rance of y* other. If you shall be of minde to lett it comme 

forth silendy, the indmation of y* Author twice given, may 

be easily alcerd, and my £ew not momentarie cridcismes 

on y* reading, desire to comme vnto you if they may by 

word, or otherwise, by what hand you please. So all heere 

blefiing and saluting your noble courage, I rest 

your faithfull servant 

Rich: Jam£s. 
15^ Jamiarie. 
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Monarchic to much extolled. 

The disquisition on Tacitus definition impertinent, it being 

but 7* fla:tterie of Tyrants. %u 
David and Salomon not to be stiled 7* best or wisest of 

princes, Jewish exemples to be warily produced, fol. 25. . 
Augustus not to be commended, he was a viUaine so lived 

so died guided by the gourmand A'^(?) and would not 

heere Agrippa. 25. ^ 
Tibi soli peccavera. pag. 36. because he had committed 

a politick murder in which he stood deere to men. 
ReUgion as it is vsually taken for j* profession of these or 

these articles, is no anchor of state. 
The secrett of goverment arcanii imperij not to be named. 

'tis a word of tyrannie. in faire governments all is deere 

and open. 74. 
Solomon pag. 75 that was y* wisest of aU mortalls. no. 

that amongst the Jews is so reputed. 
The discourse concerning the {Ailosophers, not much per- 
tinent to the treatise, they bdng for the most parte to .. 

their private ends politick impostors and so fam'd by 

plato. Otherwise truth in so much as concerns a poli- 

tick bodie is ever open and deere. pag../ 7. 
Fortunat vnfortunat peece of meritt pag. 15 aliter dicrad. 

[Addressed] To my Noble friend %' Jhon 
Elyott pue theisc. 

[Endoned] S5* Januar 1631 
M^. James. 

*«* The referenees are to the MS. now in Brtttsh Museum, and 
as reproduced bjr me. Cf. Fortter, il, 660*1.-— O. 
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146, Sir John Eliot to Sir Oliver Lukr : 
24* January, 1 63 1/2. 

S» 

my manie troubles of removing have a while hin- 
dred mee from writing to jo\ the lodging w*^ I had vpon 
my first remove before xxas being againe altered, soe as I 
maie saie of my lodging in the tower as Jacob for his 
wages, nowe theis ten times have they channg'd it, but I 
thank god not once has it caus'd an alteration of my mind ; 
soe infinit is that mercie w^ has hetherto ptected me, and 
I doubt not but I shall find it w^ mee, the greatest vio- 
lence of this storme is like to fall on Valentine, hee being 
retrenchtof that liberde hee had, w*^ maie be some p^iudice 
to his busines. it threatens likewies some dropps on M' 
Selden, and has stopt the discharg was look't fon hee was 
yesterdaie being his daie of apparance in the Co^ but the 
Judges would not quitt him, and therefore contynewed 
. him againe on baile for a while longer that they might 
further advise therein. M' Long by writt was removed 
from hence on Sundaie nighte to the Counter, and from 
thence carried next daie to the Chequer barr \ where it 
was supposed that his custodie v^ the Sheriff made him 
w*in the cognizance of the Co^. Vpon w*' some fcwe 
dayes being geven him to answeare to the information, hee 
was retum'd againe to the Counter, and if hee aunsweare 
not w^n the time they geve out, the bill wilbe taken p 
confesso. ^V^ee imagine his ^son shalbe retomd hether 
againe when his worke is done, but what desire hee has I 

II. r r 
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knowe not. the incouragement for bis guardian being not 
more than anye gaile may yeld him« when yo* hav^ weaned . 
yo' good thought^ w* those li^t papers that I sentyo^, I 
praie retome them w^ the correcc6n of yo' iudgement I 
maie one daie send yo* others of more worth if it please 
god to contynewe mee this leisure Sr my health, but the 
best can be but broken and in patches from him that dares 
not hazard to retreive them, such thinges from mee falling 
[like] the leaves in Auturone soe variouslie & vncertainlie 
that they hardlie meete againe, but w^ yo" I am confident 
what ever my weakenes shall p'aent will have a fiure accep- 
tance, yo' charitie is my assurance in this point of w^ • 
being most desirous as of yo*^ pnuers I rest 

Yo' most affectionate servante 

J. E. 
Tower t5* Jia. i6ji * 

[E&doncdj S4* Jaauir 1651 ^ - 

To S' OKver luke 

i47« Sn Bbtxu Grbnvilb to Sot John Eliot : 

Jany 30% 1631/2. 
S» 

I am now wary by whom I write, because I have 
heard, that a litle more straitnefse, U restraint was lately 
layed on you ; & therfbre chose this worthy bearer, my 
espedall good frend, U neighbour of Barnstable, M' New* 
ton. one that is an officer in the Admiralty, but one of the 
most Gendle, & honest Gentleman, y^ ever I knew live in 
that Towne. & had not my assurance of the man, been 
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such as it is, I would have forborne to trouble you with my 
Bs : S' I rcccav'd 7" by M' Penman* & that you may 
ever see, you canott speake to me without effect, I graunted 
y' desires, & all his for -f sake, at fiill. though there were 
not a thing in the world, that you could have more tryed 
my love in. for the man had in his former Sheriffwick, ex- 
prefsM such a particular malice unto me, as I did suffer in 
the valew of neer 500^^ by it. the perticulars are too te» 
.dious to relate, but what I say is true, I had therfbre to 
requite him, taken such course with my cosen Prideaux, 
as he gave me his faith, that Periman should never be his 
officer, & when Periman came unto him, he gave him the 
repulse, unlefse he could gett me to release him of his pro- 
mise. all w*' upon the receipt of -f Ire, I did, & to 
second it, made a journey purposely to my kinsoun, to fur- 
ther his suit which unlefse I had done, I dare say, he had- 
failed. & yett I lett him knowe, it was not for his owne 
sake, he was desirous to give me any security, y^ I should 
receave no prejudice by him this yeare, being (as I must 
confeise,).not yet altogether out of their danger. I aun« 
swer'd him, that I scorned to take any assurance from him, 
but I had y' word, & theron would relye, & if that were' 
not sufficient safety for me, lett me suffer. Sc I would 
much more willingly doe it, then be beholden to him. 
This was that pafsage. since that time, there have been 
rumors, very rife in these parts, of a Parliament, if it be 
so, I wish you would lett me have some timely notice, that 
I mi^t doe you service, w** I more desire, then any 
earthly thing besides, & I presume I have some interest in 
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the aflfections of the people, but though you thiiike me not 
worth the sending to^ yet I have taken such coursei as 
you shall be sure of the first Knights place whensoever it 
happen, but I assure you, you shall not have y' olde partner 
whosoever be die other. I cease to trouble you farther, 
but with my service to you, & praJcrs for you, I rest 
Y'* unfeigncdly to serve you 
BfiviLL Grekvile. 

Bydcfoid 
Jul jo, 1631. 



148. Snt John Eliot to Sir Bevill Grenvile : 
17* Feb., 1631/2. 

. the restraint and watch vppon me barrs much of 
my entercourse w^ my frends, wholie their presence is 
denied me, & letters are soe dangerous & suspected; as it is 
title that way we exchange, soe as, if cercumstance shall 
condemne me I must stand guilde in their iudgm^. yett 
yo^, though w^ some difficultie, I have receaved, and manie 
times when it was knockinge at my dores, because their 
convoy could not enter, they did retire againe, wherein I 
must commend the caution of y' messenger, but at length 
It found a safe passage, by my servants, made me happie in 
y' favour, for w** this comes as a retribution and acknow- 
ledgment, y' Conceision to John Penman adds much to 
the reckoninge of my debt, though the obligation be the 
same, y^ interest in me formerlie was such as it had noe 
limitt, but my aD, & I cannot give y* more, w^ if I could 
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this reason does deserve it^ that 7" haue lett downe soe 
much of Y selfe for him that is soe vnworthjr, who must ' 
confeise the greatnes of that Couitesie, and I doe hope the 
other will strive to meritt it. ffor those rumors w* y* 
meet, that are hut artificially or by chance, it must be y' 
wisedome not to creditt them, manie such false fiers are 
flyinge dailie in the ear. when ther shalbe occasion expect 
that intelligence from frendf , for w** in the meane tyme, 
y* doe well to be provided^ though I shall crave, when that 
dispute fidls properlie, & for reasons not deniable, a change 
of y' intention in perticuleras it concernes my sdie.in the 
rest I shall concurr w^ all readines to serve y" and in aD 
y* shall Command me, who am nothinge but is y^. repre- 
sent my humble service to y' Ladie, & tell her diat yett I 
doubt not one daie to jdfse her handf • make much of my 
Godsonne. men may become predous in his time, to whom, 
w^ all y' sweet others, and y' selfe, I wish all happines & 
ftUdtie, & rest 

V most ftithfuU frind & brother 

Tower 17* ffebr. i63i, 

[Endorsed] it* ffebr. 1631 

To M'. Grcnvile. 

149. Snt John Eliot- to Sir William Courtney : 
20* Feb,, 1 63 1/2. 
S» ' 

I have directed this bearer to y* w* a spedall suite 
*w** I hope jr* will not deny me. I desire mudi to knowe 
the perdculers of y^ implojrments at Hull in theraysingeof 
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the men w^ were intended in exchange for some old soul- 
diers in the Low countries, and of jour passage w^ them 
and succefse before the late Cales action. I praie therein 
&vour me to lett me have the coppies of y' Commifsions, 
instructions, iomaDs, and other papers of that busines, w*^ 
my servant will soone dispatch, and irshalbe an obligation 
on me, if I majr at anjr time be worthy to serve 7* w^ the 
▼tmost powers of 

J. E. 

Tower so* ffelir: i6}i 

S' Win : Courtney. 

[i^idontd] %s ffebn 1631 
To S' William Courtney. 



150. SuL John Eliot id Johh Sildin. 
Feb^^. 21% 1631. 
S* . 

Since my last w^ y" I have beene mudi importund 
by letters firom some others, to give more libertie to that 
Treatise w*^ y* redd* to satisfie their first desire, in the 
reiw therof, I recald it soe hastilie firom y* : but in the next 
I dare not be soe yeelding, w^out some better iudgment 
then myne owne ; & therfore once againe have sent it to 
y*, qualified in some parts, wher y* thought it tender Sc 
too quicke ; desiring y* to pervse it, if -f times have so 
much leasure, & to retume me y' censure thervpon,by w*^ 
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I shall direct mTself, taking it for an expression of y' Iove» 
that makes me 

Y' most £utbfull servant 
J.E. 

fFcbr. II. 1631 

[Endorsed] ai* ffebr. 163X, - 

ToM'Scldcn. 



151. Sir John Eliot to Sir Edward Ayscough : 
2i«'Feby., 1631. 
S« 

Y' care has made me whole^ and the influence of 
that favour w^ -f memory has exprest, warmes me soe 
fuUie as noe cold can be perceavd. the prescriptions v/^ 7* 
sent me I will laie vp in store as a tresure for necefside, and 
if other trades doe faile^ by that Tie tume Phisidan. I 
pray represent my humble thankes & service to those good 
Doctors that afsist y*, lett y' true hart expre^ me to thdse 
Honest Sons of Lincolneshire, and all o^ firends ; I am 
not worthy a remembrance to j* Ladie, but in my admira- 
tion of her vertues, kiisinge her faire hands, I rest 

Y*" affectionate servant 

J: El: 

Tower ax* ffebn 1631. 

[Endoncd] xi« fFcbr: 2631 
To S' Edward Ayscough. 
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152. Sat John Eliot to Richard Knightut : 

IS"" Marchy 1631/2. 
S» - - - 

Y* must excuse me that I kept not promise sooner 
to send y* those papers y* desired, w*^ I dcfcrd a whik for 
a fidre copie to be written, but therein was prevented bjr 
S* Oliver LuId^ who has ingrost that to himselfe, & the 
originally w^ is all that I polseise, I did doubt was hardlie 
. legible ; jett rather then faile in all, I haue presum'd here 
w* to adventure it, w*^ when y" are wearie of the trouble, 
I shaO praie 7* to retume againe. copies I desire may not 
be taken from it, because transcriptions doe adulterat, and 
a.Iitle cban^ and difference, besides the iniurie to the 
thinge, may draw on other preiudice. if y° thinke it wonhie 
of more veiw, haueing ^vs'd it once, I will as soone as it 
retumes, gett it new written heer, wher I maie examine it 
my selfe, & send a copie to y* ; thus fiirr by the waie lett 
me prepare y" to consider it, that it was not made a busi* • 
neise, but an exercise in those minutes when that Embrio 
was brought forth, ther were other things more serious then 
in act, w^ one daie may be communicable w^ our frends % 
and when that is, your knowledge will be first. But for the 
present I am whoUe at a stand, and haue been soe this fort- 
night & more, by a sicknefse w^ it has pleased my master 
to impose : in whose hands remayne the ifsues of h*fe and 
death, it comes orig^nallie from my cold, w^ w^ the Cough 
. haueinge been longe vppon me, causes such ill effects to 
• followe it, that the symptomes are more dangerous then 



Digitized by 



Google 



OF SIR JOHN ELIOT. 115 

the greife. it has weakened much both die appetite and 
concoction, and the outward strength hy that, some doubt 
there is of a Consumption^ but we indeavour to prevent it 
by appUcation of the meanes^ and, as the great Phisitian 
seeke the blefsinge from the Lord, he onlie knowes the 
state of soule & bodie, Jk in his wisedome orders all things 
for his Children as it is best for both, our dude is submif- 
sion to the Croise, w^ he laies^ on vs, whoe in his mercy 
likewise will giue ^ vs strength to bear it : of w*^ I have had 
soe manie trialls formerlie in the infinit pdculers of his 
&vour vnto me ; as I cannot doubt it now, however vn- 
worthie of my selfe, but in the meritts of my Saviour rest 
confident in that hope w^ he himselfe has given me, and 
will fortifie. the afsistance of y' prayers I know cannot be 
wandnge to j^ frend. pardon me the trouble of this letter, 
and a(soone as conveniendy y* male, let me hear how these 
things come to j^ hands, w^ w^ the remembrance of my 
service, I now send y". resdnge 

y most afiecdonat brother 

Tower 15* Mapdj r63x 
[Endorsed] 25* Mardj, 1631 
ToM'Knighdy. 

• " vppon,'* erased. • ** me,'' erased. 
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153. Snt John Eliot to Snt Oliver Lukb: 

21* March, 163X. 
S» 

I cannot yett perfbrme my promise to 7" for the 
rctvminge of the booke^it bcinge not copied, w*** I desire, 
but that done 7* shall receaue it. In the meane time I 
haue heerw** sent, to entertaine y*, another of lefse trouble 
to be read, & this likewise is aU of it I haue, for w^ I must 
praie y* when y* are weary of it to render it me againe. I 
thanke god I finde my health amendinge, and litle doth 
hinder it at this time but my hoarsnes and some reminder 
of my cough, those I hope, time & the season will remove, 
though they have been longe vpon me, w*^ I must leave to 
' him, that is the best Phisidan, to whom likewise I com- 
mend the care of y" & y^. & rest 

Y' feithfull servant 

J. E. 
Tower xxj* Mtrdj 1631 , 

[Endoned] %i* Mardj 1631 
To S' Oliver luke. 



154. Snt John Eliot to Richard Kkichtley : 

22** March, 1631/2. 
S» 

I am glad to haue inteUigence by Y letters that my 
papers are come safelie, to y' handf , because the mefsenger, 
my boy that went w^ them to the carrier, never sawe me 
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since, & I now write the more wininglie to know whether 
y" ther finde him wrapt in any of the leaves, or hidd in 
some corner of a blott. there are enough to coyer him and 
more, in w^ if f pervsall shall discouer him, lett me haue 
word in time. Y' Phisicke godwilling I will vsc, w*^ that 
w^ is the best of all others to assist it, & w^out w*^ all' 
Phisicke is in vaine. the succefse thereof j* shall heer after 
hear, if I may be vsefuU to any thinge, God can preserve 
me for it, if otherwise that my labours be at an end, he that 
disposes of that will make me readle for himselfe, whom we 
doe serve in all things U to whom an infinite debt is 6we> 
inge by all men, but aboue all by me 

V frend & brother 
J.E. 

Tower ai* Marctj 1631. 
[Endorsed] March %z^ 1631 
To M' Knightlie. 



155. Sir John Eliot to John Hampden: 
22* March, 1 63 1. 
Deer frind 

what y° may command y° need not to sue for. me 
y" have certaynly as y' owne, & whither to be imploid in 
censure or absolution, convertible to Y wflL but merde 
is more covenable then iudgment w^ a prisoner, whose 
condition being obnoxious to disfavor cannot love it. but 
in y* ther is noe occasion for that doubt, all being curtesie 
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w^ comes from y*, & whcr ther is not debt due ther is no 
iniurie. I know 7' many entertaynments & small leasure^ 
h myself vnwordiie to interrupt the least perticular of 
Y thoughts, it sadsiies me to have theafsurance of y' frind- 
ship, & when it was allowable, that I had the fruition of 
yf 8el£ but a little to expostulat w^ y' memorie, I con- 
ceave in all things y* are not iust, though, but Y owne 
word, noe obligation be vpon y*. I had an expectation of 
certayne papers y* would send me, & j^ promise did invite 
it, w^ yet I hear not of. quit y* in this as speedilie asy* 
can, for w^out it y" are faultie. I thanke god lately my 
businefs has beene much w^ Doctors & phisidans, soe that 
but by them, I have had little trouble w^ my self, these 
three weekes I have had a full leasure to doe nothing & 
strictly tied vnto it, either by their dirccrion or my weak- 
ness, the cause originally was a could, but the symptome* 
diat did follow it, spake more sickneis. a generall indisposi- 
tion it begot in all the faculties of the bodie. the learned said 
a consumption did attend it, but I thanke god'I did not feele 
or credit it. what they advise, as the ordinance hath ap- 
pointed, I was content to vse, & in the true sence of patient, 
fuffer'd whatever they imposd. great is the authoritie of 
princes, but greater much is theirs, who both command our 
persons & our wills. What the succefs of their govern- - 
ment wilbe, must be referd to him, that is master of their 
power. I finde my self bettered, though not well, -w*** 
make^ me the more readie to observe them, the divine 
blessing must efitctuat the rest, w*** authors all the happi- 
neis we receave. it is that merde that has hitherto protected 
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mt, &, if I may seeme vsefuU in his wisedome, will con- 
tinue me, amongst other offices, to remayne 

/ fiuthfiill frind & serv* 

J. E. 

Tower ai* Marcij 
[Endorsed] sa* Marcij 1631. 
To M^ Hampden. 



156. Sir Johm Eliot to John Hampdik: 
29* March, 1632. 

He died 27* Noyember, 163a. In the. interval between tbb letter 
and * the end,* it seems an inevitable conclusion that there was an 
absolute prohibition and suspension of correspondence. See Forster, 
ii. 7*1, 

S» 

besides the acknowledgm* of your favour that haue 
soe much ^ compafsion on j^ frend, I haue litle to retume 
y" fh)m him that has nothinge worthy y^ accceptance, but 
the contestation that I have between an ill bodie and the 
aer, that quarrell, and are frinds as the sunne or winde 
affect them. I haue these three daies been abroad and 
as often brought in new impreisions of the cold, yett both 
in strength and appetite, I iinde my selfe bctterd by the 
motion, could at first was the occasion of my sicknes : 
heat & tendernefse by close keepinge in my chamber has 
since increast my weaknefse. aer and exercise are thought 
most proper to repairc it, w^ are the prescription of my 

* " favour w^,'* erased. 
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doctx>rs, though noe Phisicke. I tbanke god other medi- 
cines I now take not, but these Catholicons, & doe hope I 
shall not need them, as Children learne to goe, I shall get 
acquainted w^ the aer. |)ractise.2c vse will compafse it, & 
now and then a fidl is an ' instruction for the future, these 
varieties he does trie vs w^ that will haue vs perfect at aH 
parts^ & as he giues the triall, he likewise giues the iisue. 
the abilide that shalbe necelsarjr for the worke he will sup- 
plier that does Commauid the labour, who deliveringe from 
the Lion & the Bear, has the Philistine also at the disposi- 
tion of his win, and those that trust him vnder his protec- 
tion & defence. O the infinite mercy of our master ! deer 
frend, how it abounds to vs, that are vnworthy of his 
service ! how broken ! how imperfect ! how perverse & 
crooked are our waies in obedience to him t how exactly 
straight the line of his providence vnto vs, drawen out 
through all occurrents & j^ticulers to the whole length & 
measure of o^ time ! how pfect is his loue, that has given 
his Sonne vnto vs, and w^ him has promised likewise to 
giue' vs althings I those that relieve vs but in part, we 
honor ic esteem, those that preserve and save vs from anj 
danger or extremity, we haue in veneration and admire, naie 
even for those that morallie are good, from whom there 
comessome outward benefitt & advantage, its said some men 
dare dye. how^ should we then honor & admire soe good 
a god & Saviour by whom we are, by whom we have al- 



• " jntemipdon,** erased. • " him,** erased. 

* "then,*'enBtd. 
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things we pofsefse^ who docs rdeive ourwantf^atisfie our 
necefsides, prevent our dangers^ free vs from all extremities, 
naie to preserve & save, that died himselie for vs ! what 
cann we render ? what retribution can we make, worthj 
soe great a maiesde, worthy such loue and favour i we 
haue nothinge but our selves, who are vnworthj aboue all ; 
and yett that as ' aQ other things is his, soe as to ofier vp 
that is but to giue him of his owne ; & that in fiur worse 
condition, then wee at first receau'd it, w^ jrett, (soe infi- 
nite is his goodnefse, for the merits of hissonne) he is con- 
tented to accept this deer fireind, must be the comfort of 
his Children, diis is the Phisicke we mustvseinaOoursick- 
nefse and extremities, this is the strengthing of the weake, 
the enrichinge of the poore, the libertie of the captiue, the 
health of the diseased, the life of those that die, the death 
of that wretched life of sinne^ and this happines haue his 
saints, the contemi^tion of this happines has ledd me 
almost beyond the compasse of a letter ; but the hast I vse 
vnto my fiend & the a£fection that does move it, will I hope 
excuse me. fiends should communicate their ioyes: this 
as the greatest therefore I could not but impart rnto my 
firend, being therein moved by the present speculation of 
y' letters, w^ alwaies haue the grace of such intelligence, 
and are a luq)pines to him that is truelie 

J. E. 

Tower a9* Marqj 163*. 

[Endoned] 19* Mtrcij 1631 
To M^ Hampden. 

• <« arc." erased. 
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So the final letter of the Letter-Book has now been 
given. It is worthily closed with one from such a man as 
Eliot to such a man as John Hampdek. Forster finely 
and with unwonted emotion writes : — '* Hampden's reply 
unhappily is lost. But the affectionate solicitude awakened 
in him by what his fiiend had written, and his anxiety at 
once to hear a^n^ are reflected in every line that Eliot 
wrote back after an interval of only seven days. It is his 
last letter. The words of hope and faith are the last we 
are to hear horn him. With it his correspondence ends ; 
and his prison doors, except for such casual rumours as may 
yet esczpt them^ will shut against us for ever. What re- 
mains of the stoiy of his imprisonment, up to its very close, 
must be matter of mere doubt and conjecture. But at 
least the certainty conveyed in these solemn yet joyful 
answers to Hampden, cannot pass away. What further 
cruelties or wrongs have to be endured by Eliot, wiD never 
be known to us ; but ever, out of the darkness and sQence, 
win arise and be audible to the last, not complaining or 
sorrow, but only this martyr-song of thankfulness and 
praise'' (n, 719). I know not whether James i*^ as the 
murderer of Rax.£IGH, or Charles i*^ as the murderer of 
EuoT, most deserves our execration. It is an '* old, old 
story.** May it never be forgotten ! for only by keeping 
it in remembrance will the " great price '* of our irrevo- 
cable civil and religious liberties and privileges as a nation, 
be realized. 
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NOTES. 

Page 4» 1- '6, ' affection ' = affecting or esteeming. 

5, L IX ' prevention * = anticipation. See on page 
156, L 1 1^ and p« 201, L 17. 

7, L j^*misconter^ = misconstrue. 

12, L 6» ' vnanswearabli ' s= non-answerable, or non* 
corresponding. Cf. p. 54, L 21 : last 1. 
' rcfrectaryes * =: refractories. 

13, 1. 2, 'spangells* => gew-gaws ! L 13 ' hence /arr* 
= thus fiur. 

14, L 16, ' Fleet * — At Port Eliot is preserved a con- 
temporary MS. Diary of the movements 
and transactions of this notorious, rather 
than famous, ' Fleet.' I am preparing it 
for the Gunden Society. It will be an 
extremely interesting commentary on 

II. H H 
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much of the speaking, writing, and action 
of Sir John Eliot and others, as revealed in 
Neptium Postersrum, and indeed in nearly 
.. the whole of these volumes. This MS. 
belonged to Sir John Eliot, and was also 
entrusted to me by the late Earl St.. 
Germans. 
Page 17, L 19, *diiuci * = lead or draw. 

18, L 4, */*;^«/' = show, disclose. Cf. p. 21, 

\ 17- ^.^ - 
21, L II, ^resenti ' =:'take well 
24, L 10, ' ^/irtiV ' = deputy : 1. 17, ^ap^sers^=z 

opposers* 
31,19,' apckgie ' = defence. 
42, L 6, * pretence^ r=: design — as in Elizabethan 

writers (Greene, etc.) : L 10 Chran = 

Christian. 
48, L 9, ' man iaU ' = mandate. 
50, L 17, * adventun^ = venture, hazard 
52, 1. iS/aJmiratian' = wonder: 1. 21, *one* = on, 

ut/reqtuntiT and * ^ * = one. 
54, L 20, 'retribution* =: compensation ut frequenter. 

56, L 5, * deduce* — see on p. 17, L 19. 

57, L 1 2, ' censure * = judgment. 

59, Li,' touches = touchstones. 

60, L %^ 'incompatible! and p. 63 L 14 s: incon- 

sistent. 
71, L-9, * beholding ' = obUgated. 
83, 1, 2, read ' ay,* not as. the martyr-king. 
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Page 131 » L 25^ ' bifides ' == beside — and so sometimes for 
our * sometime/ 
135* L I, * ^ixote'^So Sir John Eliot had read the 
great Spaniard's great book: hSf^wamUr^ 
ing Jew * sr the well-known mjrth or 
legend, as re*told recently by Moncurr 
Conway : 1. 12 ' paU * = paling or 
enclosure. 
136, 1. 7, * period* = conclusion. 

137, L 7, 'viall* ^y\2l, as in Book of Revela- 

tion. 

138, L 17, 'virtui* = manheod (said of Selden). 
I39» 1* 6, * intention* :=: ztttntion. Cf. p. 141, IL 

^5s 29. 
151, L 18, ^p*uencon* =: anticipation, as before. 
1 56, L 1 1, ' prevent * = anticipate. 
158, L 6, • heard* = herd. 
166, 1. 12, ' censure* ^s: judgtf as before. 
173, L 21, ' Thorough * = true, firm : I. 22, * Hund* 

= hundred. See context. 
178, L 22, 'aspect* = astrological term. 
181, L 2, 'riding* — to be noted." 
183, 1. 4, 'practise * = evil design : L 16, 'proprietie* 

= property. ; 

184, L 10, ' cenfure* — as on p. 57, L 12. 

185, L II, ' the fauoritt* = Buckingham : 1. 24, 

' infults * = triumphs, boasti 
187, L 6, ' minte.* See page 197, 1. 10 onward and 
p. 199. 



f" It'/. ;.• .^ I ,• V Digitized by V^jOOQIC 



13^ NOTES. 

Page 189, L 4, * my thinkts ■ = transition form of *mc- 
thinks.* 
201, L 17, * preventid* = anticipated. 
22', L 24, ' covenabli^ = collusive (in a good sense). 

A. B. G. 



END OF VOL. TI. 



FINIS. > / 



CMUWICK M«t;— C WMJTTIMONAM AltO CO., TOOKt OOOItT, CNANCSSV LANS. 



Yl If \;'Vn V Digitized by Google 



\ 



V -- t' r ' i, . j^ 



> 



,14 / vn; l! : 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



«^x. 



Jii 



DigitL 



cme 

BoVfcindlnfi Co.. Inc. 
300 SuraiT.cr Street 
Boston, Mass. 02210 



3 2044 058 2. 



The borrower must return this item on or before 
the last date stamped below. If another user 
places a recall for this item, the borrower will 
be notified of the need for an earlier return. 

Non-receipt of overdue notices does not exempt 
the borrower from overdue fines. 



Harvard College Widener Library 
Cambridge, MA 02138 617-495-2413 




Please handle with care. 

Thank you for helping to preseire 
library collections at Harvard. 



Digitized by 




